James 4:6-10
“The Danger of Pride”

Introduction:
     In the previous paragraph, James explained why the believers that he was writing to were having such severe conflicts between the members.  It was because these believers had adopted the false wisdom that the pursuit of pleasure was the most important principle in life.  They were experiencing frustration with one another because they were not getting everything they wanted.  For some this was because they never bothered to ask God for those things; for others the problem was they were asking for ungodly things that God would never provide, because He would never further their obsession with pleasure.  James then confronted them with the fact that the surface symptom of relational fights was simply a manifestation of their underlying sin; spiritual adultery.  There was a rival for their ultimate devotion; the world.  In light of this James reminded his readers that God yearned jealously for their devotion, and that denying Him that devotion only guarantees that their spiritual lives will suffer.  In this next paragraph, James goes even deeper and points out the core sin that is behind all the others; one that must be addressed if they are ever to grow spiritually.

I. The Core Problem: (vs.6)
   James opens this paragraph by writing, “But He gives more grace” (vs.6a).  That God gives grace related to the present sinful condition of these saints and provides hope that there is a way of escape.  But why does James say that God gives “more grace”?  The answer is that these saints had already been the recipients of God’s grace in many ways, as evidenced by their acceptance of the Gospel.  However, they would need even more if they were to be delivered from the sins that now had a grip on their lives.  This reminds the reader that though we tend to think that God relates to us as He does because we are good people; the reality is far different.  The truth is that every aspect of God’s relationship with the Christian comes as an expression of God’s great grace.  No person has ever merited anything from God except Jesus the Christ.  Therefore, the Christian life is made possible by, and is maintained by God’s grace.  That is why a wayward Christian who is estranged from Christ is said to have “fallen from grace” (Gal.5:4).  
     In light of the fact that God was continuing to extend even more grace, James clarified precisely what is required of those who want to be recipients of that grace, “Therefore He says: ‘God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble’” (vs.6b).  Here James is quoting Proverbs 3:34, and since this is a wisdom saying, it expresses a timeless general truth that is applicable to all.  The Greek word translated as “resists” literally means to arrange or organize oneself against something and speaks about adversarial opposition.  Therefore, by definition God sees a proud person as one who must not be allowed to advance in his or her purposes or objectives because they are hostile to those of God.  In general, in our culture and time, we think of pride primarily in terms of how it impacts relationships between individuals, or how it impacts those who are characterized by it.   In other words, we think of the obnoxiousness of arrogance, and how it blinds those who are gripped by it so that they think they are better in some way than everyone else.  This is not wrong, however, in the Scriptures, pride is primarily a sin that is focused on one’s relationship to God:

“The wicked in his proud countenance does not seek God; 
God is in none of his thoughts.”
                                                                                                 Psalm 10:4

“You rebuke the proud — the cursed, who stray from Your commandments.”
                                                                                                 Psalm 119:21

“Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; 
though they join forces, none will go unpunished.”
                                                                                                 Proverbs 16:5

The reason for this is that pride is essentially being self-focused.  The proud person has an inflated view of their own importance, worth, abilities, and perspective.  The proud person has more confidence in himself than in anyone else.  This certainly leads to conflicts when relating to other people, however, the impact is far greater when this attitude is projected toward God (which is always true in the hearts of those who are truly prideful).  Therefore, God resists the proud because the proud are set on having things their own way.  It is the very essence of the Fall.  Every person on earth is gripped by this, but those who have been regenerated by the Spirit of God can find freedom from pride controlling their lives.  However, if a professing Christian does not seek that freedom, they will find that God is not their ally in this life (because He will not yield sovereignty to His creatures), but their adversary.  The proud person thus is resistant to input from God as to how to live and is not seeking the sort of life change that God seeks to accomplish within His people; therefore, God does not extend them enabling grace, because they are not really interested in achieving those things for which that grace is given.
     The humble on the other hand, recognize their inadequacies, their ignorance, and their moral weakness and seek direction and help from God.  To these, God continually gives more grace because it enables them to go forward in the plans He has for those who are His; becoming like Christ.  Therefore, the most basic obstacle that existed in the lives of these saints, was their unbroken pride. 

II. The Clear Solution: (vs.7-10)
     James of course wants his readers to be free from this terribly destructive sin, and so in the next few verses he outlines how they can free themselves from pride.  The first admonition he gives them is “therefore submit to God” (vs.7a).  The word translated as “submit” means more than simply obeying a person, it means to yield oneself completely under their authority.  It means committing oneself to doing whatever that person directs them to do, and thus in this case it means handing over the control of one’s life completely to God.  This is the antithesis of pride.  It is an expression of one’s confidence not only in the wisdom and power of God, but of His goodwill toward the individual.  It involves the assumption that God knows and chooses better than we do, and thus one trusts God’s decision enough to follow His instruction even if it contradicts one’s own inclinations.
     Next, James admonishes his readers to “resist the devil” (vs.7b).  The Greek word translated here as “resist” is different than the word used in verse six.  This word literally means to stand against, or withstand some sort of onslaught.  The key idea is not moving or yielding ground when under attack.  James is saying that the second way we overcome pride in our life is by committing ourselves to resist the temptations that the devil puts into our lives.  In practice it means choosing to not entertain any options other than what God has commanded.  Therefore, any idea, desire, or impulse that one senses within oneself that is contrary to Scripture is seen as an enemy attacking our souls that must not be allowed to move us to even the slightest degree away from the path of life that God has instructed us to walk upon.   If we do this, James adds a promise, “and he will flee from you” (vs.7c).  The word translated as “flee” does not simply mean giving up, it means seeking to escape from a threatening situation.  If a Christian submits completely to God, and firmly resists temptation, then the power of God and His grace is released in the person’s life and they become a threat to the devil’s purposes that he cannot resist.
     Next, James gives further instruction in regard to fighting pride in one’s life.  He urges his readers to “draw near to God” (vs.8a).  The Greek word translated as “draw near” means to go toward something or someone, as in approaching it or them.  James is saying that the believer next must invest time cultivating their relationship with God, making use of the means of grace to have a more intimate relationship with God.  The idea is that as a person truly comes to know God, His goodness, beauty, wisdom, and love transforms our hearts so that it becomes ever more natural to submit ourselves to His compassionate and wise direction.  Then James writes about a wonderful promise that the believer can cling to, “and He will draw near to you” (vs.8b).  In ancient pagan religions, the devotee was to give his love to the god, but the god did not return that love and affection.  However, the true God, as exalted as He is, draws close to the individual who wants to draw close to Him.  This is in harmony with what we read in verse five of this chapter, where we are reminded that God jealously longs for the devotion of His people.  And so, drawing close is the opposite of engaging in spiritual adultery.  It is relating to God as He wants us to relate to Him.  We see therefore, that these instructions, if followed, reverse the sinful pattern that begins with pride.
     James continues with another admonition, he writes “cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (vs.8c).  The words “cleanse” and “purify” were terms that were very familiar to the Jewish believers to whom James was writing.  These words were used in relation to the worship at the temple.  In order to approach God, one had to go through cleansing rituals that symbolized the removal of sin.  The lesson they all knew (at least intellectually) was that a person could not draw near to God unless they were holy, because God is holy (I Pet.1:16).  Therefore, separating oneself from sin is an integral part of drawing near to God and undoing one’s prideful orientation.  Cleaning the hands would refer to things they were doing that they knew were contrary to God’s instructions in Scripture, while purifying one’s mind meant eliminating sinful ideas, affections, and perspectives.  This would reverse the double-mindedness that James had been saying had come to characterize these believers.  Their pride led them to have worldly values and worldly pursuits.  James is saying that as they seek to draw near to God, they must also actively remove these inclinations, choices, and behaviors from their lives and thus live consistently with those things that God has revealed in His Word.
     James then gives one last admonition in regard to his readers freeing themselves from pride and worldliness; “lament and mourn and weep!  Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom” (vs.9).  James calls on his readers to recognize just how terribly they had fallen short of their calling in Christ.  Their worldliness and sin were something to be mourned.  Instead, they had been content and even at times laughing and enjoying life while living a truly shameful life.  Until one comes to the place where they truly see and feel the true wickedness and waste of life that comes from sin, they will not be fully free from the allure of returning to it.  True repentance should involve real regret for rebellion to God and for wasting the opportunity to live a truly abundant life of righteousness and peace.
     James sums up his teaching in this paragraph with a broad admonition regarding the change they needed to make, and included a promise of what can be gained by obeying that admonition, “humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up” (vs.10).  All the specific instructions that James gave in verses 7-9 are what are involved in truly humbling oneself in the sight of the lord.  It is choosing to live with God as one’s master, and as the object of our deepest and truest love.  For those who do this (and only for those) is the promise of God lifting them up.  The lifting up James has in mind is the exaltation of one’s eternal reward of blessedness and spiritual riches that await the true believer in heaven.  The path that leads to receiving all we could ever want in life, begins with humbling ourselves before God.

Conclusion:
[bookmark: _GoBack]     Practical steps to humbling ourselves before God are:
· Seeing ourselves as genuinely flawed (recognizing that we have a profound need for moral and spiritual transformation)
· Understanding we are not always right, but can be and often are wrong in our thinking and perceptions, and so, our way is not always best.  Instead, we are to understand that God is always right, His way is always best, because He truly understands everything perfectly
· Recognizing that God owes us nothing because of our merit or goodness; instead He is good to us only out of His grace
· Finally, understanding that apart from God’s grace, we would be like the worst of sinners, and thus have no reason to see ourselves as morally superior (in ourselves) to anyone (Lk.18:9-14).
