The Gospel of John 12:1-11

Intro
· Open your bibles to John 12
· After an 8 month break…
· We’re back working our way through John’s Gospel
· This morning we begin a look at chapter 12
· Read and pray: John 12:1-11
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.
7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”
9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him.

So, we have a banquet in Bethany. (vs. 1-3)
· Lazarus eats
· Martha serves (without complaining)
· And Mary anoints the feet of Jesus

· Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
· six days before the Passover
· That would be the sixth day before it; 
· Probably after sunset on Friday evening, 
· The start of the Jewish Sabbath just before Passover
· There they made Him a supper: 
· Less than a week before His crucifixion, Jesus attended a dinner in His honor
·  Matthew 26:6 and Mark 14:3 make it clear that this took place at the home of Simon the Leper
· His friends Martha, Lazarus, and Mary were also in attendance.
· Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet: 
· This expensive perfume came in a flask which was specifically adapted to preserve this precious liquid.
· It was hermetically sealed
· And had to be broken to open it
· With the intention of immediate use
· Mary’s gift to Jesus was remarkably humble
· In the midst of the supper, Mary gave this remarkable gift to Jesus. 
· Pure nard, or what some translations call spikenard
· Now, it wasn't remarkable to wash the feet of a guest
· This was a fairly common practice
· Usually performed by the lowest servant in the house
· Mary, clearly wasn’t a servant, but one of the guest at this celebration
· But it was highly unusual - remarkable to use this very expensive perfume to do it 
· And even more remarkable still to wipe someone’s feet with her hair.

· Mary's gift was remarkably extravagant. 
· When a guest entered the home, usually the guest's feet were washed with water and the guest's head was anointed with a dab of oil or perfume. 
· Mark’s account (14:3) say that the oil was poured over Jesus’ head as well
· “While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head.”
· Matthew’s account (chapter 26) says the same
· Here, Mary used this precious ointment to anointed Jesus. 
· Not just a dab on the forehead
· But the whole bottle!
· Some translations say a pound others say a pint of this very expensive perfume
· This extremely costly oil of spikenard. 
· You see, in Jesus’ day spices and ointments were often used as investments or currency:
· They occupied a small space
· They were easy to transport
· And easy to barter on the open market. 
· According to Mark’s Gospel
· Judas believed this oil was worth a year’s wages
· Some translations say 300 denarii or 300 pence
· To put it in perspective
· Average annual income On PEI is about $61,000.00
· That’s one expensive bottle of perfume!
·  That’s one remarkably extravagant gift!

· Mary's gift was remarkably passionate
· Not only did she give the gift of the expensive oil, 
· She also wiped His feet with her hair. 
· This means that she let down her hair in public 
· That’s something that a Jewish woman in Jesus’ day, would rarely, if ever do.
· The loosening of a woman's hair was a mark of unusual self-abandonment
· This simple act proclaimed the adoration of her unbounded love for Jesus
· This was a humble act but it was also
· An extravagantly passionate act of love and devotion
· I dare say it was sensual
· In Jesus’ day women would wear their hear tightly braided on top of their heads
· When a Hebrew woman in the first century let down their hair in public, she was making a sexual or a sensual statement
· Even to this day, the way a woman unfurls her hair can be an alluring statement
· I’m not at all trying to say what Mary did was impure or unholy
· I’m indicating that it was remarkably passionate!
· Can you see that?
· She OBVIOUSLY didn’t care one bit what people thought of her
· She just knew that we was madly and passionately in love with Jesus
· Guys, this was a scandalous act!
· Public interaction between men and anyone other than their wife was strictly taboo
· There was little or no interaction between men and their wives in public 
· Tell story of shaking hands with an orthodox Jew and his wife in Brooklyn

· So, Imagine the setting – close your eyes and picture this:
· We’re at a party where Jesus is the guest of honor
· The healed leper Simon sits on one side of Jesus
· And the man raised from the dead, Lazarus sits on the other side of him
· The room is filled with people
· There’s lots of food
· People are happy, it’s a celebration
· There could very well be music playing in the background
· Jesus is sitting on the floor
· Reclining at the table as was customary
· And a woman approaches him
· A single woman
· An unmarried woman
· A deeply grateful woman
· She takes a bottle of perfume worth $60,000
· Breaks the sealed bottle open
· And pours the entire contents over Jesus head
· Does the room gasp?
· Does the music stop?
· Is everyone watching in stunned amazement?
· Are people judging Jesus?
· Are they judging the woman? 
· Or the disciples?
· But the woman isn’t finished…
· I imagine her poring this expensive oil over his head slowly
· The room is filled the powerful fragrance
· And as it pools at Jesus’ feet
· She unties her hair, bends down and uses it to soak up the excess
· And if that wasn’t enough
· She uses that same perfume soaked hair and washes the dirt and dust of Bethany roadways from Jesus’ feet
· Profoundly powerful
· Extremely personal
· Deeply intimate
· Totally beyond cultural norms
· And get this
· Jesus never stops her
· He never corrects her
· Instead he lets her anoint him
· And then commends her, like no other, for doing it!

· I’m stunned that so many Christian denominations still wrestle with the role of women in the church
· Jesus had no problem with women
· They’re found throughout the gospel narative
· Healing Peter’s mother in law
· Raising Jairus’ daughter from the dead
· Raising the widow at Nain’s son from the dead
· Rescuing the woman caught in adultery
· Meeting with the Samaritan woman
· (More scandal – on so many levels!)
· Mary and Martha
· And now this intimate anointing
· Guys, his ways are not our ways
· I believe that we have a long way to go to get Jesus’ perspective on women
· And just how men and women are to relate in the new covenant
· Under grace and not law.
· But that’s a sermon for another day
· OK, let’s pick up the story at verse 4
· Mary has just anointed Jesus in a most remarkably passionate way

Judas objects to Mary's rich gift. (vs. 4-8)
· 4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”
· Mark 14:8-11 offers these additional details of Jesus’ response to Judas
· 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. 11 They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over.
· Mary worships Jesus in a most lavish and extravagant display
· And Judas is offended by it
· An offence that would give birth to betrayal
· Such a contrast
· Judas’ betrayal is so dark when contrasted with the light of Mary's devotion to Jesus. 
· This is the only place in the New Testament where Judas is mentioned as doing something evil other than his betrayal of Jesus
· And even this was done in secret. 
· Judas successfully hid the darkness of his heart from everyone except Jesus.
· Religious people usually do
· Judas teaches us that outward appearances can be deceptive.
· Honestly guys… 
· I’d take Mary’s passionately extravagant worship over a seemingly proper religious facade any day!
· How about you?
· Who would you prefer on your team?
· Mary or Judas?
· Judas, deceptively questions why the perfume wasn’t sold and the money used for a more socially acceptable purpose
· Ministry to the poor
· Who can argue with ministering to the poor?
· Judas may have had a keen sense of financial value
· But no appreciation of what God valued. 
· He thought this was too much love and devotion to show to Jesus.
· He was obviously mistaken
· If we love Jesus extravagantly, Jesus will not criticize us for it
· Only Judas will 
· I’d rather be like Mary, 
· extravagant in my love for Jesus
· Then be like Judas, criticizing others who are?



· Jesus goes on the explain the prophetic nature of Mary’s actions
· John 12:7 
· 7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial.
· Mark 14:8
· She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial 
· Did Mary know that this was preparation for events that would soon take place?
· Or was she simply following her heart?
· Scripture doesn’t speak to her knowledge
· But it was clearly done with intention
· Could it be that Mary knew something that the disciples didn't understand?
· Did she knew that Jesus was going to die
· And so was compelled to offer this extravagant gift of devotion to Jesus. 
· Could it be that Mary had more insight than others because of the time she spent at the feet of Jesus.
· I don’t know
· My best guess is that the intentions were God’s
· And Mary was simply operating out of her deep love and devotion to Jesus
· And it was Jesus who understood the broader implications concerning his death
· So great and act of love that Jesus said:
· “Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” (Mark 14:9)
· And here we are 2000 years later still talking about her


The plot to kill both Jesus and Lazarus. (vs. 9-11)
· 9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him.
· Not only are these religious leaders plotting to kill Jesus
· But now they want to kill Lazarus as well!
· How do you kill someone who has already been raised from the dead?
· Last week’s quote seems to fit here as well
·  “Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious conviction.” ~ Blaise (blaze)Pascal
· The chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well
· You see, The chief priests were mostly Sadducees, 
· And the Sadducees didn't believe in the resurrection. 
· Lazarus was a living example of life after death
· And having him around was an embarrassment to their theological system. 
· Religious people will do almost ANYTHING to protect their theological systems, anything!
· For them, there was only one solution to this embarrassing problem
· Put Lazarus to death also.
· “…for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him.”
· This made the problem of the chief priests worse. 
· Lazarus was drawing people to Jesus
· And in the opinion of these religious leaders he had to be stopped.
· Mark 14:10-11 tells us that the chief priest had a new ally 
· And inside man with Lazarus
· 10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. 11 They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over.
· I’ve learned to never underestimate the combined evil capabilities of offence, betrayal and a religious spirit.

· Today we see a remarkable contrast
· A passionate woman who, without inhabitation or facades expresses extravagant love on Jesus
· And an offended disciple who turns to betrayal
· An offended disciple, who’s trying so hard to look good on the outside while hiding his true motives beneath the surface 
· Oh God make me more like Mary and much, much less like Judas
· Give me a free heart and remove all my masks

Ministry Time
· Who needs prayer today?
· Who wants or needs to be much more like Mary
· Free and passionate about God?
· Who wants to be free of masks and facades?
· Who wants to be free of the fear of man
· And what people think?
· What women here feel stifled in your spiritual walk or role in the church?
· Let’s pray that you will be free today to walk out your full purpose and destiny


