UnChristaian
I. Intro

1. Show Social Media Video

A. The world has changed

a. And it is continuing to change… QUICKLY!

i. Social Media but one example of it

b. If we don’t adjust to these changes we will soon find ourselves irrelevant

c. Historically the church doesn’t navigate change very well

d. More often than not it’s too little too late

e. And those early adopters to change are labeled heretics

f. Lead vs. Feed

2. Open Bibles to John 21:1-14

3. Last Week Rob Mazza “Reaching the Culture”

4. Today New Series “UnChristian”

A. Being The Bridge
B. Why UnChristian?
C. Perceptions
5. Read and Pray

 1Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias.[a] It happened this way:2Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3"I'm going out to fish," Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with you." So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

 4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.

 5He called out to them, "Friends, haven't you any fish?" 
      "No," they answered.

 6He said, "Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.

 7Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.[b] 9When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.

 10Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have just caught."

 11Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

A. Throw your nets on the right side of the boat???

a. Really? – Come on?

b. His ways are not our ways

B. We need to learn new ways of fishing because the old ones no longer catch fish
a. The overwhelming majoring of “church growth” is really just transfer growth

i. We keep reshuffling the deck but haven’t seen any new cards in a while

b. The first time  he met these same men Jesus said to them

i. “Come, follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matt. 4:19)

ii. And here he is still teaching them… and us.
C. I’m advocating change, radical, dramatic, philosophical and theological change.

a. Not in what we believe or who we follow but in how we live it out.

b. We serve a never changing God of change

c. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever 

d. BUT he’s big, very big!
i. Imagining…

· An Earth sized flawlessly cut diamond

· From where we stand we can see but one facet

· Better yet, consider the earth

· And from your perspective you can see but one small 100 yard slice of it

· We would think that the whole of the earth is exactly like this one small, very small slice

· Dessert, forest, ocean, snow covered….

· That’s what we do with God

· We follow Him in a geosynchronous orbit seeing only one small slice of who he truly is

· Then the Holy Spirit comes along, bumps us off our orbit and we freak out because God is not who we assumed him to be. – He’s BIGGER!

e. I’m here to bump you

i. Be it bubbles, The Shack, or this new book club UnChristian

ii. My vision is to take it to the streets
· This book will help us

· It will prepare and equip us to more effectively interact with the unchurched around us.
II. Being The Bridge

1. The Bridge - Between us and them

A. I want to find effective ways to bridge the divide between us and them

B. I want to be their friends

C. How many non-christian friends do you have?

D. I want to love them – no strings attached

a. They are not a project for me to complete

b. They are not a problem for me to solve

c. They are not something broken that I need to fix

d. They are people, the object of God extravagant affection and unconditional love

e. I want to love them unconditionally. Period.

E. The Bridge - Between them and God

a. I want us to be the bridge between them and God

i. Who we are

ii. What we do

iii. What we say – what we DON’T Say

iv. How we listen

v. What they see in us

b. I want us to play on their turf

i. We have God on our team, I’m thrilled to let them have the home field advantage – I’ll play in their ball park

F. Cutting Edge

a. 25 years ago many of us were in The Vineyard and it was THE cutting edge

i. Those day are gone, long gone

ii. It’s not enough to play contemporary music, wear blue jeans and raise your hands

iii. Heck you can see that in many Catholic and Baptist churches today

iv. We have become religious, liturgical – our once cutting edge is now dull

· It’s time for change

III. Why UnChristian

1. I believe that this book can help us in the process of becoming that Bridge

A. Author: David Kinnaman (and Gabe Lyons)
B. Subtitled: “What a new generation really thinks about Christianity and why it matters”
C. His purpose for writing the book

a. “My purpose in writing this book is to pry open the hearts and minds of Christians, to prepare us to deal with a future where people will be increasingly hostile and skeptical toward us. A new generation is waiting for us to respond.” (page 14)
2. Their Research – Three Year Study

A. Read highlighted section, top of page 15
3. The view of the outsiders as Kinnaman calls them…

A. “Christianity has become bloated with blind followers who would rather repeat slogans than actually feel true compassion and care. Christianity has become marketed and streamlined into a juggernaut of fear mongering that has lost it’s own heart.”

4. As Kinnaman says… “This book reflects outsiders’ unfiltered reactions to Christianity.”
A. “We can’t overcome their hostility (toward us) by ignoring it.”
B. Outsiders are those looking at the Christian faith from the outside

C. There are 24 million “outsiders” between 16 and 29 years old in the US.

D. UnChristain as a mirror

a. Read highlighted section on bottom of page 19

IV. Perceptions

1. 6 Perceptions Outsiders have of Christianity (use power point)
a. Anti-homosexual (91% of 16-29 year olds)
b. Judgmental (87%)
c. Hypocritical (85%)
d. Sheltered (old fashioned - out of touch with reality) (78%)
e. Too Political (75%)
f. Proselytizers (Insensitive to others, not genuine) (70%)
i. They don’t like us people!

ii. Like I tell husbands – what you’re doing is not getting the desired effect, it’s time to try something new…
2. 6 Current Perception & New Perception

A. Hypocritical

a. Perception: “Christians say one thing but live something entirely different.”
b. New Perception: “Christians are transparent about their flaws and act first, talk second.”

B. Get Saved!
a. Perception: “Christians are insincere and are only concerned with converting others”

b. New Perception: “Christians cultivate relationships and environments where others can be deeply transformed by God.”

C. Anti-homosexual

a. Perception: “Christians show contempt for gays and lesbians”

b. New Perception: “Christians show love and compassion to all people, regardless of their lifestyle.”

D. Sheltered

a. Perception: “Christians are boring, unintelligent, old-fashioned and out of touch with reality.”

b. New Perception: Christians are engaged, informed and offer sophisticated responses to the issues people face.”

E. Too Political

a. Perception: “Christians are primarily motivated by a political agenda and promote right wing politics.”

b. New Perception: “Christian are characterized by respecting people, thinking biblically ad find solutions to complex issues.”

F. Judgmental

a. Perception: “Christians are prideful and quick to find fault in others.”

b. New Perception: “Christians show grace by finding the good in others and seeing their potential to be Christ followers.”
3. UnChristian can and will help us hold on to the orthodoxy of our faith while changing the perception of the unbelievers or outsiders around us.

A. Please join me for what promises to be a dynamic book club Thursday’s at 8PM

B. Book available today for $10, see Nadine 
C. Will you allow The Fisher of Men teach you new ways of fishing even if it means casting your nets on the other side of the boat? – let’s pray.
V. Ministry Time
1. Invite Holy Spirit to Come
2. Humility, teachable-ness, love
3. No more pride
