The Gospel of John 9:13-34

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 9
· We’re working our way through John’s Gospel
· Read and Pray

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?”

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind.21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”
25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”

26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”

27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.
· Let’s pray
· I am thoroughly enjoying this journey through the Gospel of John
· We started this journey into John 10 months ago
· November 10, 2013
· It’s been years since I’ve done a verse by verse teaching series
· I’m especially enjoying Jesus
· Watching and studying and researching how he interacts with people
· How he loves the weak and broken
· How he takes no crap from the Pharisees
· I remember asking God last October and November:
· “What do you want me to do? 
· “What do you want me to offer to your people at Charlottetown Community Church?”
· And I heard him say (to my heart) The Gospel of John.
· He knows best
· This really is good news
· This Gospel is THE good news of God to humanity
· Little did I know I would enjoy it so much?
· OK, on to today’s verses


Verses 13-16
The healed man is brought to the Pharisees.
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.
· Jesus took the initiative in this miracle, and could have done it on any day He chose. 
· So, then why did Jesus do this miracle, another miracle on the Sabbath? 
· Jesus did this to challenge the petty traditions of the religious leader.
· Traditions that they elevated to the place of binding laws.
· It’s as if Jesus intentionally provoked them
· That he would work and move in such a way as to offend their minds to reveal their hearts.
· Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath 
· To the Pharisees, at least some of them, Jesus could not be from God because He did not line up with their traditions and prejudices.
· Some things never change
· Our God is doing a new thing and the experts from the last move of God attack the next move of God
· Because God will indeed color inside our religious lines
· The Pharisees in Jesus’ day struggled with the manifest presence of God in the body of Jesus Christ
· The Pharisees of our day struggle with the manifest presence of God in the Holy Spirit – in our own bodies
· Because the Holy Spirit will color outside our religious lines as well

Verses 17-23
The Pharisees question the man's parents.
· 17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” 20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind.21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
· “He is a prophet.”
· In John 9:11, all the man knew about Jesus was His name. 
· Here, the healed man now proclaims that Jesus is a prophet. 
· He’s quickly growing in his experiential knowledge of Jesus.
· 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know: 
· The Pharisees couldn't even bring themselves to believe that the man who said he was born blind was actually born blind. 
· Therefore, they questioned the man's parents and asked them if he was born blind and how he was healed. 
· In their reply, the parents carefully avoid controversy, because of the threat of excommunication 
· 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.
· What a sick system
· They refuse to believe what is right before their eyes
· And use fear tactics of intimidation to get the answers they want from the parents
· The social and financial impact of excommunication would have been devastating
· It’s just like the enemy to try and steal the joy out the situation
· Their son was blind and now he sees!
· Rather than rejoice the religious spirit steals the joy
· I’ve seen this all too many times 

Verses 24-34
The healed man holds his own when interrogated by the Pharisees
· 24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” 26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” 28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.
· “Give glory to God by telling the truth,”: 
· This command to the healed man could be an admonition to tell the truth (as in Joshua 7:19), 
· Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and honor him. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me.”
· Or a command to deny any credit to Jesus in the healing.

For the man born blind it’s not that complicated, it’s quite simple
· One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”: 
· The man born blind doesn't know everything about Jesus, 
· But he does know how Jesus has touched his life. 
· This is an irrefutable argument. 
· How can they argue against what Jesus did in this man's life?
· "The Pharisees take a stand based on their preconceived opinions…
· While the man heal of blindness takes his stand on the simple facts at hand
· I was blind but now I see!
· Relying on what we personally experience with Jesus is about the only way to deal with people who are so prejudiced. 
· No one can effectively argue against - I was blind but now I see!
· In verse 27 he says
· Do you want to become his disciples too?
· The healed man is growing bold
· Having your eye sight restored will do that
· Having your spiritual sight will do it as well
· He both mocks their prejudiced rejection of Jesus, and proclaims himself to be a disciple of Jesus
·  Do you want to become his disciples too?
· In verse 30 the man born blind says
· Now that is remarkable!: 
· And he’s referring to their unbelief, 
· Not about the miracle of Jesus. 
· It’s as if he tells the Pharisees, 
· "Your unbelief and ignorance in the face of this insurmountable evidence is more of a miracle than my restored sight!"
· In verse 25 the Pharisees argue that Jesus is a sinner for healing on the Sabbath
· The man born blind offers a solid rebuttal in verses 31-33
· 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
· The blind man is no theologian, but he offers a well-reasoned argument according to the Scriptures, but if falls on deaf ears.
· And they threw him out: 
· Knowing the Pharisees we could see this coming
· Could be any other way?
· The man’s very presence was a threat to this power structure

Monday Morning Take Away:
· We need to experience God
· We need more than knowledge about God
· We need knowledge of God
· We need ginosko knowledge of God
· We need yada knowledge of God
· We need Philippians 3:7-8 knowledge of God
· 7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
· Knowing = ginosko
· Intimate, experiential knowledge
· We need Philippians 3:10 knowledge
· 10 I want to know Christ - yes, to know the power of his resurrection…
· Know = ginosko
· Religion is satisfied with information
· Relationship demands intimacy
· It was never - ever God’s intent to supply us with religious content
· He has given himself for us
· Because he loves us and wants a personal, intimate, experiential relationship with each of us!
· As I have told you before
· The entre purpose of Creation, the incarnation, the crucifixion, the resurrection and Pentecost is for this one thing – 
· Relationship with YOU!
· I love good teaching about God
· It’s a good starting point
· It absolutely is not our final destination
· Good teaching only has value if it leads us to deep relationship with God
· Religion is content with good teaching alone
· It’s like being satisfied with studying the menu at five star restaurant without ever ordering or enjoy a meal
· The Pharisees were content with their knowledge of God
· The man born blind experienced God
· I have good news for you today
· Our God is alive and active
· He has sent us his Holy Spirit
· The indwelling Christ lives within our hearts
· You CAN experience God for yourself
· The Pharisees disagreed with, mocked and even excommunicated the man born blind.
· But they would never be able to take away his experience of God.
· Verse 25: 25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”
· One thing I know, I had an experience
· I have had many strange and unusual experiences with God
· I have been mocked because of them
· I have been “excommunicated” from people’s lives because of them
· I know what it’s like to feel socially radioactive
· Regardless of how humbly or graciously I try to share my experiences
· But this I know
· This Tom Zawacki knows
· I was blind but now I see!
· Do you want to become his disciples too?

· Let’s Pray
· Invite up anyone who can feel the Holy Spirit on them
· Bless what God is doing
