Healing 1

I.  Intro
1.  Open Bibles to Matthew 4:23-25

2.  I have been speaking on revival for weeks now.
A.  One common characteristic of revival is healing
a.  Healing is also in the Vineyard’s spiritual DNA
i.  As a Vineyard church, healing part of both our heritage and our inheritance
· Something I’d love to see restored

3.  I came across an old Francis Frangipane quote this week
A.  I use to have this one posted in my office
a.  It captured my attention again
i.  And communicated well my own heart
· “I have called you, not merely to prepare sermons, but to prepare people. There is a difference between preparing a message about God and preparing a people for God.” ~ Francis Frangipane
· That’s my heart week after week 
· To help prepare you for God
. And that is what this new series is about

4.  Today:  Healing 1
A.  New Series
a.  This has been on my heart for a while
i.  Both Angi and Teressa have discussed the topic of healing with me in recent weeks.
B.  Lay Foundation
a.  Foundational Observations
b.  Why I want to look at healing
c.  How I want to look at healing
i.  But let’s begin with scripture



5.  Read & Pray Matthew 4:23-25
A.  “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.”
B.  Pray
a.  Eyes that see the word anew
b.  Show us what has been hidden under the traditions of men
c.  Change us so we can heal like Jesus healed

II.  Foundational Observations
1.  Healing was Part of Jesus’ Ministry from the very Beginning
A.  From Matthew’s Gospel
a.  Jesus is baptized by John (Matthew 3:13-17)
b.  Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11)
c.  Jesus begins to preach (Matthew 4:12-17)
i.  Verse 17
· From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."
ii.  Jesus calls the first disciple (Matthew 4:18-22)
iii.  Jesus heals the Sick (Matthew 4:23-25)
· It is one of the very first things he does

2.  There is connection between the Kingdom & Healing
A.  Terms
a.  Matthew: “Kingdom of Heaven”
b.  Mark, Luke & John: “Kingdom of God”
i.  Interchangeable
B.  Definition: The Kingdom of God
a.  A kingdom is the sphere of the King’s authority
b.  Random House Unabridged Dictionary
i.  The spiritual sovereignty of God or Christ.
ii.  The domain over which the spiritual sovereignty of God or Christ extends, whether in heaven or on earth.
c.  John Wimber defines the Kingdom of God as:
i.  “The dynamic reign of God, the assertion of God’s authority over the evil one and his deeds.”
C.  In Luke 17:20-21 Jesus said this concerning the Kingdom Of God
a.  Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.”
i.  As citizens of God’s Kingdom, we are carriers of God’s Kingdom
· For the King lives within us
· We can exercise and demonstrate the Kingdom –
· The dynamic reignof God and His authority over evil
D.  Much more to be said on the topic of the Kingdom
a.  Intrinsically linked to healing
b.  Deserves a sermon of its own in this series
c.  Maybe another time

3.  Wimber use to talk about Proclamation and Demonstration of The Kingdom of God
A.  Jesus walked the talk
a.  He preached the Kingdom
i.  “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.”
b.  And he demonstrated the Kingdom
i.  By Healing the sick
ii.  Casting out demons
B.  It’s easier to just talk the talk
a.  And most believers have opted to just talk
i.  I don’t know about you…
· But I want to actually do the stuff!

III.  Why I want to look at healing
1.  I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit
A.  This is not limited to but includes healing

2.  I feel a burden, a call from God to exhort, encourage and equip you to live by the Spirit
A.  To help you too live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
B.  “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature” (Galatians 5:16)
C.  “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” (Galatians 5:25)

3.  Feels like now is the time
A.  There feels like there’s grace for it in this spiritual season
a.  Now is the time to learn how to live by the Spirit
i.  And healing the sick is one aspect of living by the Spirit
B.  We are light in darkness
a.  The world is full of darkness
i.  Darkness of all kinds
· As we saw just this week with the latest terrorist attacks in Nice, France
· But we get to be light in the darkness
b.  Saint Paul said:
i.  “You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness” (1 Thess. 5:5)
c.  In Matthew 4:16 Jesus quotes the prophet Isaiah (9:1-2) at the start of his ministry
i.  “The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned."
d.  In John 9:5 Jesus said “I am the light of the world”
e.  In Matthew 5:14 he says “You are the light of the world”
f.   And in Matthew 5:16 he says “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and give glory to your father in heaven”
C.  We aren’t to fear the darkness
a.  The darkness fears us
i.  Because light ALWAYS annihilates the dark, always!
· And healing is just one more way we get to be light in the darkness

4.  Healing is a wonderful mixture of revelation and love
A.  It’s the next evolution of what is called Prophetic Evangelism
B.  In the past I’ve seen great impact with Prophetic Evangelism Outreaches
C.  I’ve learned valuable lessons concerning process evangelism and how we interact with the lost
D.  Not with an ulterior motive of church growth, but to transform lives
E.  We can apply these lessons learned to healing
F.  I see it as the next step after things like dream interpretations and life readings
G.  Healing works hand in hand with revelation
a.  Words of knowledge
b.  Seeing something on/in a person
c.  Hearing God tell you what to do etc…

IV.  How I want to look at healing
1.  I want to look at the gospel accounts of Jesus healing the sick and see how we can model what we do by what He did
A.  Jesus is our example
B.  2 Peter 1:3-4 says
a.  His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.
i.  In his power God has given us everything to participate with him.
· I’d really like to do more of that
· How about you?

2.  Two Healing Stories
A.  Greg’s shoulder
a.  Nadine Back (leg growing)
3.  I reminded all of you last week that God’s ways are not our ways
A.  Sometimes I’m concerned that his methods and manner has been buried under many decades and centuries of our religious traditions and conditioning
a.  And as a result, I think it’s actually hindered us from participating more fully in his divine nature

4.  He didn’t pray the way we pray
A.  I think that sometimes we pray to work up faith
a.  I know I do, how about you?
i.  He prayed from faith and in faith
· He prayed confidently - fully trusting the Father

5.  An effective Vineyard healing model I’ve seen and participated in many time over the years has been this:
A.  First words of knowledge
a.  Then we pray for those people
B.  First revelation
a.  Then prayer for healing
C.  A word of knowledge is:
a.  It’s from 1 Corinthians 12:7-11
i.  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
· The Greek word here for Knowledge is Gnosis and it simply means knowledge and understanding
· When this gift is in operation a person has insight, information or understanding that has not come about by natural means.
· They simply know something by the power of the Holy Spirit
D.  You can receive a words of knowledge many different ways
a.  For example: 
i.  You can hear that still small voice of God whisper information to you
ii.  You can see something on a person
· I had a doctor friend who would see dark spots on his patients
iii.  You can feel their pain in your body
· Story of my left thigh
iv.  You can feel their emotions in your spirit
· Having to leave Walmart example
v.  Some people see words across a person’s forehead
· Or across their chest
vi.  Some can smell things
· I’ve know people who can taste in the spirit
vii.  It can come incrementally
· Someone has a pain in their side
· Their left side
· It’s a man
. On this side of the room
. You’ve had this pain for two weeks and you haven’t told anyone about it
viii.  Sometimes it’s just a strong knowing
· You just know that you know
· And then you take a leap of faith, you risk and you act on it.
E.  Biblical example
a.  Jesus with the woman at the well in John 4
i.  Jesus tells her things about herself that he could not otherwise know 
· That she has had five husbands and the man she is with now is not her husband.
ii.  And her response is:
· “Sir, I can see that you are a prophet.”
6.  [bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s Practice praying for the sick now
A.  Let’s allow this to be a safe place to practice, experiment and even make mistakes
a.  Jim Driscoll:
i.  “We have to become good at doing things badly.”
B.  Many of you have had words of knowledge in the past
a.  And many have prayed for someone to get better
i.  Let’s take some time now to listen to God and practice healing the sick.
C.  Invite the Holy Spirit to come
a.  Pray for the gifts to be stirred up
i.  Wisdom and Revelation
· Ask specially for words of knowledge for healing
D.  Words of knowledge
a.  Who has a word of knowledge?
i.  Who has that ailment?
· You two go off to the side and pray
b.  Who else has a word of knowledge?

7.  Homework
A.  Read though the Gospel of Mark and take special notice on how Jesus healed the sick
B.  What did he do
C.  What didn’t he do
D.  Might find it helpful to read the parallel verse in Matthew & Luke to gain a fuller picture

8.  Let’s pray
A.  John please come back up and lead us in a final song
a.  Lord teach us how to live by the Spirit
b.  Make us to be light in the darkness
c.  Show us how to heal the sick the way you did, the way you do
d.  Set us free from the traditions of men and religion
e.  Make us holy, keep us humble
B.  Lord, please empower us with your Spirit to fulfill your mission to:
a.  Preach good news to the poor.
b.  To proclaim freedom for the prisoners
c.  And recovery of sight for the blind, 
d.  To release the oppressed, 
e.  And to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, amen

