Christmas 2016

· Intro
· Open Bibles to Luke 1: 26
· Brief Christmas Message for you this evening
· Christmas from Mary and Joseph’s perspective
· Mary from Luke 1:26-38
· Joseph from Matthew 1;18-25
· Mary and Joseph from Luke 2:1-7
· Close with some personal application
· Read & pray Luke 1:26-38
The Birth of Jesus Foretold
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

Mary’s Perspective 
· Church History tells us that Mary was about 15 when she was betrothed to Joseph
· For Mary life had an expected order
· The purpose of life for a young Hebrew girl was
· Dad found her a husband
· She was betrothed
· Married
· Had many children
· Managed her household well
· Mary’s betrothal to Joseph set her life on that planned and expected path
· Then God moves
· The Arch Angel Gabriel show up
· Gabriel was sent by God to Mary
· As often is the case
· This angelic visitation is frightening (vs 29-30)
· Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 
· Root word of “greatly troubled” means
· to strike one’s spirit with fear & dread
· to render anxious and distressed
· So much so that Gabriel had to repeat himself (vs 28 & 30)
· “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
· “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.
· This visitation messes up her world
· It messed her up emotionally (she was afraid)
· And as we will know, it messed up her plans
· Gabriel Announces
· That Mary will bear the Messiah
· May asks How??
· And Gabriel explains (vs 34-37)
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”

· Notice Mary Didn’t ask for this
· She was sovereignly chosen
· Mary’s Response Reveals why she was chosen
· She was humble and willing
· Even though it would cost her reputation
· Even though it would be socially unacceptable
· Mary chose THE anointing over respectability


Joseph’s Perspective
· Read Matthew 1:18-25
Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

· Historically
· We don’t know Joseph’s age
· customarily older than Mary
· was a carpenter
· was betrothed to Mary
· A righteous man
· A compassionate man who loves Mary very much
· Re-read verse 19
· Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
· This is a humiliating situation for Joseph
· Joseph could have had Mary stoned to death according to the law
· You can read about it in – Deut. 22:22-23

· Then Joseph had a Dream
· An angelic visitation in a dream
· This dream is not parabolic or metaphoric
· It’s a literal, specific, directive message from God
· It confirms that conception is divine
· Confirms that the child’s name is to be Jesus
· Joseph’s response
· Reveals his character
· God didn’t ask Joseph, he told him
· Like Mary, he obeyed
· He also chose THE anointing over respectability

Mary and Joseph’s perspective
· Read Luke 2:1-7
The Birth of Jesus
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.

· God’s plan for Mary and Joseph wasn’t an easy one
· Remember the greater the clarity (of revelation) the greater the cost

· God chose the time of conception and delivery
· Why didn’t God work it out so that the tax was collected before Joseph and Mary were married or after the baby was born?
· Travel for any women in her final month of pregnancy is difficult
· Let alone by foot, camel or donkey!
· Mary gives birth in a manger because there is no room for them in the inn
· This was not Mary’s plan for the birth of her first born
· This was not Joseph’s plan
· Mary was his betrothed, which means he had prepared a place for her
· He was a carpenter, a skilled craftsman he had planned for more than a manger and feeding trough for his bride and newborn son.
· Yet this was the plan of God

Application
· This is the message I have for you this Christmas Eve
· His ways are not our ways
· Mary and Joseph’s ways were not God’s way
· God’s ways, though sometimes difficult and inconvenient are higher and better than our ways
· The Divine purposes of God Almighty are birthed amid the ruins of our man -made plans
· You are pregnant with the purposes of God
· God lives in you just as much as He did in Mary’s womb
· Be encouraged tonight
· Maybe your plans are in ruins
· Maybe your reputation is shot
· Maybe there’s no room for you
· Maybe everything around you looks like a pigs sty
· Be encouraged, this Christmas, 
· be encouraged by Christmas, 
· these are exactly the surroundings God uses to birth His divine purposes

· From my family to yours and on behalf of the Charlottetown Vineyard Have a Very Merry Christmas
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s close by singing Silent Night
·  – let’s pray

