The Gospel of John 16:16-33

Intro
· Open your bibles to John 16
· We’re working our way through John’s Gospel
· Today we’ll finish up chapter 16
· I want to cover a large portion of scripture this morning
· So we’ll take it a couple of verses at a time
· Followed by my commentary
· Context
· Jesus is meeting with his closet friends
· This is his last meeting with them prior to his arrest
· Since chapter 13 Jesus has been comforting, encouraging and teaching his disciples
· Specifically about his going away
· This has upset the disciples greatly
· Jesus offers additional comfort and information throughout the rest of this chapter

Verse 16
Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me.”
· Here Jesus repeats what he said in John 13:33
· “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
· This is what upset the disciples in the first place
· Jesus has been comforting them ever since
· In following verses he offers further explanation
· However, As of yet, the disciples still don’t understand

Verses 17-18
At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he is saying.”
· It’s so much easier for us on this side of the cross to understand what’s going on here.
· We’ve read the book
· We know how the story ends
· These guys are still in the middle of it
· They. Are. Clueless.
· We understand that Jesus is speaking about his death and resurrection
· They have no box for any of this
· Jesus takes notice

Verse 19
Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me’? 
· Jesus sees
· He knows clearly 
· And understands perfectly what’s going on with the disciples
· He knows them
· He understands their struggle
· And he speaks into it
· He asks the question
· And then answers it parabolically

Verses 20-22
Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 
· Very Truly
· KJV: verily, verily
· You will weep and mourn while the world rejoices
· “The world” is the leaders of the current religious institution
· Jesus is explaining how the disciples will mourn his death
· While the religious leaders rejoice in it.
· But there’s more to the story

· Jesus employ’s a child birth analogy
· In the same way that the birth of a child dispels the agony of labor
· So will the resurrection dispel the agony of the crucifiction
· Verse 22
· So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.
· This is a difficult time for the disciples
· But a vastly better day is coming
· Jesus speaks of that day…

Verses 23-24
In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.
· We will no longer need to ask Jesus anything
· Because will have restored access to the Father
· Instead we will go directly to the Father in Jesus’ name
· With Jesus’ authority
· With Jesus’ liberty
· With Jesus’ access

· Remember the movie Pretty Woman?
· When the Julia Roberts character Vivian Ward enters the ritzy boutique
· And the three snooty shop workers look down on her, insult her and refuse to serve her because of how she’s dressed?
· In the next scene the Richard Gere character Billionaire Edward Lewis accompanies her to another shop
· And with his name and his credit card buys her an obscene amount of high end clothes
· What Vivian Ward couldn’t accomplish on her own - in her own name…
· Was easily accomplished in Edward Lewis’ name and with his authority
· It’s a classic Cinderella story
· Prince Charming - The white knight in shining armor comes to the rescue of the fair maiden
· Or in this story - the local prostitute

· We’re Vivian Ward
· We’re the prostitute who could do nothing on our own
· In our own name
· Jesus is our Edward Lewis
· Our Prince Charming
· Our White Knight in shining armor
· Who rescues us
· And accomplishes in his name what we never could
· Now all the ladies are going to go home and watch pretty woman on Netflix

· Now – because of the cross
· We have access to the Father
· We have grace and favor
· We have power and authority
· Because we have Jesus
· And for that reason we can ask the Father…
· And Jesus says:
· Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.
· You understand this isn’t:
· Name it and claim it
· Or blab it and grab it
· Right?
· This is about relationship
· The Trinity – Father, Son and Spirit have invited us into their circle
· Into their communion, their community
· So that we have access to all that is shared between them
· All the love
· All the freedom
· All the grace
· There’s no selfishness in this circle
· No lust for things
· No ambition
· It’s not about the “things” we can get
· It’s all about life and love.
· Jesus continues

Verses 25-28
“Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.”
· Jesus is explaining that the day will come
· After his death and resurrection
· After Pentecost
· When we will have direct access to the Father
· I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf.
· No, you will ask him yourselves
· Because you have entered the love shared among the Trinity
· the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.
· Because we have entered into this divine circle of love and trust
· The disciples are starting to get it…
· Maybe just a little bit
· At least they think so

Verses 29-30
Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.”
· This makes us believe
· This makes us trust you Jesus

Verses 31-33
“Do you now believe?” Jesus replied. “A time is coming and in fact has come when you will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me.

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
· Jesus responds to their claim of belief
· Do you trust me?
· Do you really trust me?
· Here let me tell you what’s about to happen…

· Here Jesus is clearly prophesying about events soon to transpire
· “A time is coming and in fact has come…
· Jesus’ arrest is just around the corner
· Jesus tells them 4 truths
· you will be scattered
· each to your own home. 
· You will leave me all alone. 
· Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me
· Jesus is prophesying that they will abandon him
· You say you believe
· You claim to trust me
· But very soon you will all run away
· Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me
· Jesus is prophesying about the cross
· That the Father was with him, with Christ on the cross
· The perfect circle of love and unity among the Trinity was never broken
· Not even on Calvary’s Cross
· 2 Corinthians 5:18-19
· All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.

· All this so that the disciple would have peace in the storm to come
· Verse 33
· “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
· Overcome
· Vines: To prevail, to conquer, to be victorious
· Strong’s: To carry off the victory, to come off victorious
· Makes me think of the super bowl when the winning players douse the coach in Gatorade and carry him off the field on their shoulders.
· Jesus is saying to you today
· To those in trouble
· Take heart 
· Be of good cheer!
· Take courage
· Be courageous
· Have confidence
· Cheer up
· Don’t lose heart
· I have completely prevailed and conquered your troubles


Let’s Pray
· Lord help us
· Meet us in our troubles Lord and be our overcomer!
· Comfort us like you comforted the disciples that fateful night
· Give us insight and understanding into your ways
· Give us eyes that see and ears that hear
· Grant us wisdom and revelation to understand the ways you are working in our lives.
· Grant us this very same peace in the midst of our troubles

Ministry Time
· Does God speak to you like Jesus spoke to the disciples?
· Do you feel as clueless as they did?
· Are you wresting with the reality that God’s ways are not your ways?
· Do you need comfort and understanding?
· Is anyone here facing a storm and need peace?
· Is anyone here facing the troubles of this world and you need the overcoming power of Jesus?
· Come forward for prayer as Neill leads us in a final song

