Why Church?

Intro:
· Open Bibles to Matthew 16:17-20
· Today I’m going to take a break from our series on… 
· The Gospel of John
· We’ll get back to it next week
· I want to share something that’s been on my mind for a while now
· I want to talk about church
· I want to ask and answer three questions
· What is the Church?
· How do we do Church?
· Why do this thing Called church?
· Read and Pray Matthew 16:17-20
· Jesus had just ask:
· “Who do you say that I am”
· And Peter answered: 
· “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
· Jesus responds to Peter in verse 17

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

Comment on Text:
· Must to be shared on this text
· Maybe for another time
· Today, I’m only going to focus in on one section
· In the middle of a conversation with his disciples
· Concerning the topic of the Messiah, in verse 18
· Jesus makes this statement about the church
· “…I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”
· “I will build my church”

What is the Church?
· The word church is used 114 times in the New Testament
· 24 times in 1 Corinthians
· 21 times in Acts
· 19 times in Revelation
· The only gospel to use the term is Matthew
· Matthew uses it 3 times
· And Matthew 16:18 is the first mention of the word
· The Greek word for church is: ekklēsia
· In Strong’s Concordance “Church” is defined as:
· An assembly of Christians gathered for worship in a religious meeting
· A company of Christian, or of those who, hoping for eternal salvation through Jesus Christ, observe their own religious rites, hold their own religious meetings, and manage their own affairs, according to regulations prescribed for the body for order's sake
· Those who anywhere, in a city, village, constitute such a company and are united into one body
· The whole body of Christians scattered throughout the earth
· The assembly of faithful Christians already dead and received into heaven
· Vine’s Expository Dictionary defines ekklēsia as:
· An assembly
· from ek, "out of," and klesis, "a calling" 
· Or, the called out ones
· Vine’s goes on to define it as: 
· “The whole company of the redeemed”
· In Scripture the church is referred to as…
· A flock in Acts 20:28
· Christ’s body of which he is head in 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 5:23, Colossians 1:18
· The Bride of Christ in Ephesians 5:27 & Revelation 19, 21 & 22
· Living Stones, a Spiritual House and The People of God in: 
· 1 Peter 2
· God’s House: Ephesians 2:19-22
· Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
· So, let me ask you a question
· Is the church a building?
· Steeple, pews, stain glass?
· Like in my childhood
· Sound systems, power point presentations, worship band?	
· Like in my adulthood?
· Paul is clearly using metaphoric terminology
· If the church building burns down does the church still exist?
· Yes.
· If all the people move away, leave or die off - yet the building remains – is it the church??
· No.
· A building is only a building
· It’s the communion of God and people that make it church
· Agreed?
· So to answer my original question – “What is the Church?”
· Can we agree upon this definition?
· Church is communion between God and humanity
· In the same way that the union of husband and wife make a marriage
· The union of God and humanity make church.

How do we do church?
· I’m concerned
· After 40 years a church and 30 as a pastor, I’m concerned.
· I’m concerned that all too often the church exist so that the church can continue to exist
· We have meetings
· So we can collect enough money
· To pay the rent and the staff
· So we can have more meetings
· And especially in small churches
· 100 people or less
· There aren’t enough resources to do much else
· So, why Church?
· Do we do church so we can do church? 

· I did some research
· What I found says that most churches in North America have about 75 people
· With 2/3’s being women
· That would make us just about average

· Growing sociological trends
· Nones and Dones
· Nones: 30 and under, unaffiliated, un-churched
· Never been to church, not interested
· Dones: 40 and up, anti-affiliated, uber-churched
· Been there, done that, burnt out
· Less new people are coming in and many long term committed members are opting out

· Depending on how you define the term…
· Christianity Today says that we currently have 38,000 denominations
· And for all our theological differences
· We have quite a bit in common
· They all have rules to follow
· What’s approved and acceptable
· And what’s not
· Also what’s expected
· Some investment or expression of:
· Time, Energy and Money
· Some organizational structure
· Leadership
· Membership, maybe
· Tenants of the Faith
· What’s we agree to believe
· Concerning God, spiritual  and sometimes social matters
· The vast majority meet on Sunday mornings
· All have a liturgy
· Most consisting of: 
· Worship
· The Word
· And Communion
· And it’s all done theater style
· Leader up front
· Congregation / audience observing

· The Construct
· A construct is an idea or theory or concept, usually subjective.
· In the 21st century we have developed cultural construct
· An organizational institution
· That we call church
· It’s how we do it
· We use different songs and instruments
· Some use smells and bells
· Some are formal and reserved
· Others are informal and unreserved
· There are many and varied ways on HOW to do what we call church
· But is it The Church?

· Has anyone here ever had the experience of giving a child a gift and they spend more time playing with the box than the gift?
· I think that’s what we’ve done
· We, 21st Century Christians have been enamored with the box while ignoring the gift
· We decorate our boxes
· We label them
· Define them
· Air condition them
· Install sound systems
· Some even have beautiful stain glass windows
· But it’s still just the box, right?
· This leads me to my final question… 
· Why?

Why do this thing called church?
· I don’t want the Charlottetown Vineyard to exist so it can continue to exist
· I don’t want us to gather so we can collect enough money to continue gathering
· I want more than the box
· I want the gift

· Hebrews 10:19-25 (The 4 Let Us verses)
· Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another - and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
· Verse 25 NIV
· “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another…”
· The Message
· “Let's see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the big Day approaching.”

· So, meeting together is a good idea
· It’s biblical
· But why?
· There are some good insights right here
· Hebrews 10
· Verse 25
· Let’s not give up meeting together as some are
· Let’s encourage one another
· Verse 24
· Let’s spur one another on to love and good deeds
· Have you even been “spurred on”
· “Inventively helped out?”
· Verse 23
· Let us (together) hold unswervingly to hope
· Sometime we can’t hold on by ourselves
· Verse 22
· Let us draw near to God
· This is the best part!

· Why do church?
· Do it for relationship
· Our vertical relationship with God
· That’s THE Gift!
· Our horizontal relationship with one another
· That’s also a gift
· We cannot do it all alone
· We were designed with a need for one another
· I am the man I am today because of those who shared their life and faith with me
· As iron sharpens iron
· We made each other sharper
· When Jesus was asked what was most important he said:
· Mark 12:29-31 
· “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
· And when he gave his disciples a new command he said:
· John 13:34-35
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

· Why do church?
· Because it’s all about relationship
· It’s all about love
· And we desperately need one another
· There are many wonderful congregation on PEI
· And many are doing wonderful things
· We, the Charlottetown Vineyard are a small group
· We’re not Super Wal-Mart
· We’re a Mom and Pop operation
· We can’t be all things to all people
· But we can do a couple of things well
· I want to do love well
· I want to do all in my power to help you know and love God
· And I want to help you love one another
· Those are the most important things
· Let’s get them right
· And in so doing…
· Be the church.
· It doesn’t really matter what our services look like
· Or what type of programs we have
· If we’re not loving God and one another?
· What’s the point?
· In North America we are uber capable people
· We can construct amazing buildings
· And design outstanding programs
· With world class video and audio
· We can market it 
· and mass produce it
· And we have and can do it all - without love
· I’ll gladly trade all that in for the love part
· I want to experience the love of God
· And I want to love people
· How about you?

· Let’s pray as I close us in a song
