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There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 

concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he 

came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into 

the world. (John 1:6-9) 

God miraculously provided a human herald to announce the arrival of His Messiah. 

I. Right relationship with God is no guarantee of earthly blessings. (v. 5-7)  

As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one… (Romans 3:10/Ecclesiastes 

7:20/Psalms 143:2) 

…his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s 

womb was also dead. (Romans 4:19) 

Then one of [the angels of the Lord] said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, 

and Sarah your wife will have a son.” 

Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. Abraham and Sarah 

were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself 

as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?” 

Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, 

now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time 

next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 

Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” 

But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” (Genesis 18:10-15) 

 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 

you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 

way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:11-12) 

 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 

trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) 

II. God uses angelic messengers to announce extraordinary events. (v. 8-13)  

 
While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel and 

making my request to the LORD my God for his holy hill— while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, 

the man I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening 

sacrifice. He instructed me and said to me, “Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and 



understanding. As soon as you began to pray, a word went out, which I have come to tell you, 

for you are highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the word and understand the vision: 

“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put 

an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision 

and prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy Place. 

“Know and understand this: From the time the word goes out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 

until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It 

will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the 

Anointed One will be put to death and will have nothing.
 
The people of the ruler who will come 

will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until 

the end, and desolations have been decreed. He will confirm a covenant with many for one 

‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the 

temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is 

poured out on him.” (Daniel 9:20-27) 

III. John was the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies concerning a forerunner to 

the promised Messiah. (v. 14-17) 

 “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the LORD 

comes. He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to 

their parents… (Malachi 4:5-6) 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is he who was spoken of through the prophet 

Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him.’” (Matthew 3:1-3) 

As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you 

go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to 

see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. Then 

what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one 

about whom it is written: 

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’ 

Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the 

Baptist…
 
For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to 

accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. Whoever has ears, let them hear. (Matthew 11:7-15) 

IV. God asks people to take His Word by faith and there are consequences when we do 

not. (v. 18-25) 



And without faith it is impossible to please God… (Hebrews 11:6a) 

 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, for I have five brothers. Let 

him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 

“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 

“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 

“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced 

even if someone rises from the dead.’” (Luke 16:27-31) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 

name of God’s one and only Son. (John 3:16-18) 

V. The name given to John by God tells us that the Lord is a gracious giver. (v. 57-66) 

John in the Greek is Ioannes (ee-o-an'-nace) from the Hebrew Johanan (Yo-han-nan). John 

means “Jehovah is a gracious giver.”  

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 

people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
 
“The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with 

us”). (Matthew 1:21-23) 

Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to 

ask him who he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 

They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” 

 “Are you the Prophet?” 

He answered, “No.” 

Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do 

you say about yourself?” 

John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 

Now the Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not 

the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 

“I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one 

who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 



This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after 

me has surpassed me because he was before me.’
 
I myself did not know him, but the reason I 

came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain 

on him. And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 

‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with 

the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” (John 1:19-34) 

VI. The birth of John called for prophetic praise. (v. 67-75) 

VII. The mission given to John by God is to announce the arrival of the Savior. (v. 76-80) 

John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food 

was locusts and wild honey. People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole 

region of the Jordan. 
 
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he 

said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce 

fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 

Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good 

fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, 

whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with
 
the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the 

barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:1-12) 

They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the 

Jordan—the one you testified about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.” 

To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from heaven. You 

yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ The bride 

belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, 

and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now 

complete. He must become greater; I must become less.” 

The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, 

and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to 

what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted it has 

certified that God is truthful. For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God
 

gives the Spirit without limit. The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 

God’s wrath remains on them. (John 3:26-36) 


