The Father’s Love 7

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to John 21:15-17

A In Luke 4:18, Jesus offers us his personal mission statement 
a “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor
2 Inspired by this verse, I believe that God has called me to do three things
A Tell people good news
a Especially about the Father’s extravagant love
B Open blind eyes
a Especially blind spiritual eyes
C Set people free
a Especially setting people free from religious traditions and the rules and regulations of men

3 With that in mind, let me tell you where I want us to go as a community
A I want to live Supernaturally
a I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit
b I want the same for you
c I believe that I am uniquely qualified and called to help you get from here to there.
B To get from here to there in a safe, encouraging and healthy way we need:
a An environment of love, mercy and grace where people are free to practice, experiment, explore and even make mistakes
b We need to love one another
c We need to live love
C To live love, we need to live loved.
a We need to know, with confidence and certainty that God the Father loves us lavishly and extravagantly.
b This is what has inspired my current series of messages.

4 New series of messages inspired by Wayne Jacobsen’s wonderful book titled
A “He Loves Me” – learning to live the Father’s affection.

5 The 3 Main Points of this new series titled “Living in Papa’s Affection”
A God loves us extravagantly
B Unfortunately most of us don’t know it
C To a significant degree, the fault lies at the feet of organized religion

6 In The Father’s Love 1 
A We looked at 1 John 3:1 and talked about Daisy Pedal Christianity

7 In The Father’s Love 2
A The Attributes of God
B The Incarnation
C And Friendship with God

8 In The Father’s Love 3
A Motives: Why do we do what we do – Why did we become Christians?
B If you want to know who Papa really is - look at Jesus
i He is the perfect representation of the Father

9 In The Father’s Love 4
A We took a unique looked at the story of the Prodigal 
a In this parable Jesus is painting a picture of the Father for us.
b And what an amazing, loving Father he is!

10 In The Father’s Love 5
A The Tyranny of the Favor Line
a That invisible line that tells us whether or not we’ve met enough of someone’s expectations to merit their approval.
B And Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus from Acts 9 
a Saul has a supernatural encounter with Jesus
i Visitation, Audible Voice of God, Apostolic calling
b Saul had done nothing to propel himself above the favor line
i But he found himself there none-the-less
c Jesus shattered the favor line to free Saul from its tyranny
C Remember “God is Good; You are Bad, Try Harder”?
a You don’t have to try harder to be good enough to win Papa’s affection – it’s already yours!
b God doesn’t love me because I’m good, He makes me good by His love for me.

11 Last Week: The Father’s Love 6
A The Rich Young Business Man and The Blind Beggar
B We contrasted Jesus’ encounters with these two men in Mark 10 
a Similarities
i Both men heard of Jesus
ii Both view him as a source
iii Both approached him passionately
b Contrasts
i One was rich, the other a beggar
ii One came with his capabilities, the other with his disabilities
iii One wanted to know what he must do, the other what Jesus would do
C We took a close look at verses 20-21 in Mark 10
a 21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
b Was Jesus asking him to purchase his salvation 
i Were these the requirements when you “got saved”?
ii Are these the requirements for church membership?
iii Or was there something more going on here?
c I believe that Jesus was setting the bar so ridiculously high to help the rich young businessman realize that he could never DO anything to earn eternal life.
d And neither can we
D Here’s the good news
a God himself has fulfilled in himself everything he would ever require of us
b Abandoning our own attempts to establish our own worthiness is central to the power of the Gospel
c Papa absolutely and completely loves you
i Discovering how much will revolutionize your relationship with him and your entire life!

12 Today: The Father’s Love 7
A Jesus’ post resurrection encounter with Peter
B The power of fear vs. the power of love

13 Read & Pray: John 21:15-17
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love (agape) me more than these?”
   “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love (phileo) you.”
   Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
 16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love (agape) me?”
   He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love (phileo) you.”
   Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
 17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love (phileo) me?”
   Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love (phileo) me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love (phileo) you.”
   Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 
A Dating Nadine
a A few weeks after we first starting dating I would look into Nadine’s beautiful eyes and say “Nadine, I love you” and she would look back at me and say “Tom, I like you very much”.
b That’s kind of what’s happening here with Jesus and Peter
i I encourage you to do a word study on the different terms used for love.

II Do you love me?
1 Is there a harder question you can be asked by someone?
A It certainly implies that you’ve done something to suggest otherwise.
a How do you answer with words when you know your actions have fallen so far short?

2 The words must have cut Peter to the heart
A Not long before this conversation, Peter abandoned Jesus at his moment of greatest need
a And, that was after promising he would die for Jesus
B In the heat of the moment Peters fears caught up with him
a And he proved that he loved his own life more than he loved his friend

3 Jesus had already asked the question twice
A Referring to the greatest depth of love one person could offer another
a Agape
B And Peter could not say that he loved the same way
a Peter answered with a different word – philos
i Meaning, I have great affection for you, as a brother.
· Or I’m your friend, your fond one
· Or as Nadine would say “I like you very much”

4 John’s Gospel doesn’t explain why Peter couldn’t answer with the word Jesus used
A But we can safely guess it had to do with his failure after Jesus’ arrest
B Peter knew that his actions hadn’t matched his words
a Maybe he was trying to be humble and more authentic in his answers?

5 The third time he asked, Jesus switched to Peter’s word - brotherly affection, 
A In other words, Jesus asked “Peter are you my friend?”
a Even though Peter was hurt being asked a third time, he answered yes.
B Take notice of how completely undeterred Jesus was
a All three time Jesus invited Peter past his weakness into kingdom activity
b “Take care of my sheep” – Jesus’ message was clear
i You’re not damaged goods
ii You’re failure hasn’t changed anything between us
iii You’re still in the family
iv I still trust you

6 Such a fascinating exchange
A For a number of reasons
a Not just for the answers he sought from Peter
B But the simple fact that Jesus asked the questions at all…
a What God cares about being loved?

III The God Who Wants To Be Loved
1 Do you love me?
A Not exactly a question we expect God to ask
a Yet John chooses to record it as one of THE most significant post resurrection conversations
B God asking man
a Do you love me?
C And He repeats himself
a Anytime God repeats himself in scripture it’s wise to take notice
b Three times God is asking – do you love me?

2 Why would Jesus care about being loved?
A He’s God Almighty
a Enthroned in the presence of countless adoring angels
B He can command obedience simply because he’s the greatest powerful in the Universe!
a Why would he seek Peter’s love?
C Mankind seems far more comfortable when our deities command fear
a Almost every idol or false god man has ever created seeks the submission of its subjects by sheer terror
b But love?
i What false god ever wanted to be loved?
ii Feared? Yes!
iii Obeyed? Yes!
iv Served at extreme sacrifice, yes!
v But never loved.
D Jesus is looking for love
a With the work of the cross finished
b And the resurrection behind him
c Jesus goes looking for love
i And he sought it from the one who had failed him the most
d What Jesus sought from Peter reflected what Papa has always wanted from his people
i The warmth and tenderness of a relationship filled with love

3 God’s Nature
A Love is the very core of God’s nature
a John summed up the substance of God in a very simple statement
i “God is love.” (1 John 4:8)
B We may not have the capacity to comprehend all that God is…
a Or understand the dynamics of the Trinity
i How love is shared between the Father, Son & Spirit
ii Or how they relate in such astonishing unity
C But we do know that they exist in a perfect state of love
a Why? Because – God IS Love!
D That love is the most powerful force in the universe
a It’s more powerful than…
i Your failures
ii Your sins
iii Your disappointments
iv Your dreams
v  And even your fears
b Nothing can prevail over it
i And nothing else will lead you into true holiness like his love!

IV Love Stronger than Fear
1 Love is greater than fear
A Proverbs 9:10 tells us that 
a “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”
b That’s a true statement and I agree with it
B The fear of the Lord isn’t wrong
a But it is incomplete
i It’s the beginning
ii It’s the first rung of the ladder of knowing God
b Loving friendship is the highest point of knowing God

2 If you don’t love God you’re well served to fear him
A At least it might keep you from behavior that will French Fry your life
a Or the lives of those around you
B But once you know how much he loves you
a You’ll never be motivated by fear of him again
C In other words
a Papa doesn’t just seek your fearful obedience, he wants your affection
b He can have your fearful obedience without your love
c But once he has your love, he’ll have your wholehearted obedience
3 Fear vs. Love
A The Apostle John tells us that 
a “There is no fear in love… because fear has to do with punishment”
i 1 John 4:18
b John was trying to convince the churches in Asia Minor that…
i God’s love had replaced the old order of fear
ii It was revolutionary then
iii And still is today!
B Hebrews 10 9 tells us that God takes away to establish 
a God took away the old order
i The old way
ii The old covenant
iii A covenant of law
b And replaced it with a new order
i A new way
ii A new covenant
iii A covenant of love
C Unfortunately we seem to be more comfortable fearing God than we do loving him
a It’s the very bad fruit of organized religion
b It’s the bad fruit of “God’s Good, You’re Bad, Try Harder”
D Fear isn’t in God’s nature
a He fears nothing, absolutely nothing
b Remember: God IS love
c God’s own holiness isn’t the product of his fear but of his love
d In fact, fear cannot produce the holiness God wants to share with us
i It is incapable of doing so
ii If it could we would have maintained the old covenant
E If God wants to transform us to be like him, he must
a Expel our fear
i Because there is no fear in him
b And teach us the wonder of living in his love
F The Apostle John portrays love and fear as polar opposites
a 1 John 4:18
i “Perfect love drives out fear”
ii “There is no fear in love”
iii “God is Love”
G Fear by it’s nature is limiting
a While love by it’s nature is liberating
b And Jesus came to set us free
H Before the coming of Jesus God used fear to keep our passions in check
a But it never made anyone holy
b In Christ Papa wanted to win our affection with his own
c He no longer needed our fear 
d Knowing that we will never truly love what we fear

4 Conformity does not produce intimacy 
A Have you ever had police cruiser pull up behind you on the highway?
a Your heart races, you check your speed, is your seat belt on?
b You and every other car around conforms to the traffic laws
c For those few minutes you and everyone around  is safe
d Safer than normal because of the police cruiser’s presence, right?
e But does that keep you from feeling relieved when he turns off at the next exit?
B Even though the cruisers presence was more helpful than you realized, did it make you want to be the officer’s friend?
a No.
b Why?
c Because conformity do not produce intimacy
i It’s a terrible motive
C This is where organized religion gets it backwards
a It’s why so many churched people remain so distant from God
i It’s why so many remain unchanged in the character
D We THINK conformity to God’s ways will lead us closer to him
a The opposite is true
b If we focus on our own fears and performance
i He will seem distant
c Only by living in the assurance of his affection can he transform us
E Fearing God may compel us to conform our behavior to his desires
a For a while
i But it won’t last, it never does – right?
b And soon we need more and more fear to keep us in line
i To keep us motivated
c In the process, intimacy, true intimacy is destroyed. 
i A woman, abused by her husband knows fear but not intimate love
F Fear might be the most powerful motive known to man
a But God’s love is more powerful still
i “Perfect love drives out fear” (1 John 4:18)
b Love displaces fear like light displaced darkness
i Light switch

5 A Critical Transition
A There’s nothing more critical to spiritual growth and maturity than making this transition
a 1 John 4:18 ends this way…
i “the one who fears is not made perfect in love”
b We’re incomplete as long as we live in fear and by fear
i We’re incomplete as long as we are driven and motivated by fear
ii We remain incomplete as long as our relationship with God is fear based instead of being love dased
c Only love will make us perfect and complete in God
B If we try to serve God because we fear his punishment we’ll…
a Do the best we can
b Repeatedly come up short
c Feel dominated by guilt and shame
d We’ll justify our failures
e And never discover what it means to be God’s friend



6 God has a better way
A God wants you to know his love so completely that fearing him will have no place in your life.
a If that statement rocks your theology… 
i I challenge you to mediate and study 1 John 4
B When you are absolutely convinced how much God loves you
a That knowledge will drive fear out of your life
i Are you plagued with fears?
ii God’s perfect love is the antidote.
b Secure in his love you  - won’t need to fear anything
i Not the future, not the present or the past
ii Not rejection, not loss or need
C Knowing Papa’s heart for you will set you free to trust him like never before
a And that will transform every area of your life

7 I know that this is scary for some of you
A It’s like I’m asking you to let go of your life raft in a stormy sea
a But God’s love is unlike any love you have ever know
b He will NEVER leave you or forsake you
c Even when we are faithless – he is faithful
d He is perfect love and he cannot deny his very nature
B God’s love is unlike any earthly love
a Man’s love is often a selfish, self centered
b God’s love is a selfless love
c It’s perfectly expressed in Christ’s life, his sacrificial death and his glorious resurrection
C This is the love that will allow you to feel perfectly safe in Papa’s presence
a It frees you to be exactly who you really are
i Weakness and all
ii Never again having to pretend
b Life in God rises out of security in his love for you
c Not in the insecurity that you don’t love him enough
d This is the lesson Jesus was teaching Peter that morning by the shores of Galilee
e And it’s my message to you today
D Let me end with Romans 8:15
a For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"
E Let’s pray.
