The Gospel of John 12:20-26

Intro
· Open Bibles to John 12:20
· We’re working our way through The Gospel of John
· We’re in chapter 12
· And we’ll pick up where we left off last week, verse 20
· Read and pray: John 12:20-26

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.

Context:
· The festival referred to here is the preparation for Passover
· The ceremonial cleansings we’ve discussed in previous messages
· Interesting side note concerning the Greeks mentioned here
· A footnote from The Passion Translation and I quote:
· “There is an interesting tradition that states these Gentiles who sought an audience with Jesus were actually emissaries of the King of Edessa, a region of upper Mesopotamia (Modern Turkey). The name of the King was Egbarus who was offering asylum to Jesus to escape death in Jerusalem. Although unproven, it offers an interesting background to the narrative of John 12.”
Verses 20-22
Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.
· It would be easy to read over these verses as insignificant
· As throw away verses easy to ignore
· And move on to something that we can really sink our teeth into
· However, I think it’s no small thing that “Now some of the Greeks” were seeking after Jesus
· Most translations use the term Greeks
· Some use the term Gentiles
· The significant point here is that they weren’t Hebrew
· We know now, today, that Jesus came for all humanity
· But back then, this wasn’t commonly understood 
· Even among his closest disciples
· We can see that from their reaction to Jesus’ ministry to the Samaritans in John 4
·  When the disciple returned from getting food
· They were surprised to see Jesus speaking with a woman, let alone a Samarian woman
· I wonder if the Gentiles finally seeking Jesus wasn’t a sign that the time of his death was at hand?
· Jesus previously said that “His hour had not yet come” 
· In John 2:4 when many asked him to help out at the wedding in Cana
· And again in John 7:6 when his brothers told him to “show himself to the world”
· Could it be that Jesus took the seeking interest of these Gentiles as a sign or signal that now the hour had come for the Son of Man should be glorified?
· I think maybe yes.
· Additionally,
· The fact that His hour had NOT yet come had twice delivered Jesus from violence:
· When the Pharisees tried to seize him in the temple courts in John 7:30
· And again with that same group of people in John 8:20.
· But now the hour HAS come, 
· It was time for Jesus to make the final sacrifice.
· Consider Jesus’ odd response to hearing that the Greeks, the Gentiles wants to see him: 

Verses 23-26
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
· When Jesus said: 
· “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified” 
· Jesus didn’t mean that He would be glorified in the eyes of men. 
· That just happened at the triumphal entry into Jerusalem
· The glorification Jesus pointed to here was being glorified on the cross. 
· Something the world could only see as disgraceful humiliation…
· Jesus saw as being glorified.
·  “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified”
· Such an odd response to Andrew and Phillip’s message
· Sometimes with revelation you wait for a sign
· And when it comes you take action
· When you see the sign you know what to come next
· I think it’s at least a possibility here
· For example:
· William Branham story
· Seeing the healing before it happened
· In verse 24 Jesus speaks a profound truth
· Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.
· Of course he was speaking specifically about his soon coming death and resurrection
· Just as a seed will never become a plant unless it "dies" and is "buried" 
· So the death and burial of Jesus is necessary to His glorification. 
· Before there can be resurrection power and fruitfulness, there must be death.
· There is a truth here for us as well
· Faith – Risk – Trust
· A letting go of the former to gain the latter
· If all you have is seed
· It’s a huge leap of faith to bury it in the ground trusting something better will come of it.
· In verse 25 Jesus goes on to explain what this kernel of wheat actually represents… Our very lives
· Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.
· Strong language!
· What does Jesus mean?
· What is he telling us here? 
· We are called to hate our life not in the sense that we completely disregard it,
· But in the sense that we freely give it to God. 
· Our life is precious to us – of course it is
· A precious gift that only we can offer to Jesus.
· Realizing that on this earth we are mere pilgrims and sojourners, aliens and exiles with our home in heaven not here on earth 
· Hebrews 11:13-16 says it so well:
· Speaking of those who had died in faith, trust God…
· All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing for a better country - a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
· I’ve known people who with good intentions misapplied this verse to their lives
· Some have interpreted it to mean that we have to live a life of endless pain and suffering
· If that were true, why did Jesus say in John 10:10 that:
· “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
· There’s more here and I don’t want to miss it.
· New Translation called
· The Passion Translation
· It’s wonderful, I’m really enjoying it
· They don’t have the entire bible translated yet but I love what I’m reading so far.
· I think they verbalize well the fuller intent of Jesus’ words here in verse 25
· They say it this way:
· “The person who loves his life and pampers himself will miss true life! But the one who detaches his life from this world and abandons himself to me, will find true life and enjoy it forever.”
· When Jesus says “hate your life in this world” He’s not calling us to a life of pain and suffering
· He’s offering us a better option than this world could ever possibly offer
· Life with him and life in him – forever!
· He’s inviting us on a relational journey

· Verse 26 makes this clear:
· Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
· I like to way J.B Phillips translates it:
· If a man wants to enter my service, he must follow my way; and where I am, my servant will also be. And my Father will honour every man who enters my service.
· Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament words describes the word “serve” used here as:
· "to be a servant, an attendant, to serve, to wait upon, to minister."
· To serve Jesus, to be his disciple, to be in his serve and minister in his name means to follow him.
· To go where he goes
· To do what he’s doing.
· For 30 years now Nadine and I have tried our best to do that
· To be in his service
· To minister in his name
· And to follow where he leads
· As a kid in Brooklyn I never expected to live in so many different places
· I suspect that if you follow him…
· Jesus will take you places you never expected as well!
· To this Jesus adds a promise:
· My Father will honor the one who serves me.
· What could it possibly mean to be honored by God the Father?
· The Father will honor? Wow!
· Wouldn’t you like to experience the honor of God the Father?
· Strong’s defines honor as: “to estimate or to fix a value”
· I think it’s more than that
· I think it’s more than placing a price tag on a person
· In my opinion the Passion Translation gets closer to the heart of honor when it translates the last part of verse 26 this way:
· “And if you truly follow me as my disciple, the Father will shower his favor upon your life.”
· I’m reminded of 1John 3:1 “See what great love the father has lavished upon us that we should be called sons and daughters of God. And that is what we are!”
· Favor is the way that honor is bestowed
· Favor is so good
· Even bad days are good with favor
· Everything is better with favor
· I know well what it’s like to have favor and what it’s like when the days of favor have passed… life is better with favor!
· So, what is it Jesus is saying to us here?
· That he is about to make the ultimate sacrifice
· That he is laying down his life like a kernel of wheat so that an abundant harvest will come of it
· He exhorts us to follow his example in our own lives
· And if we do:
· We will be where he is
· We will know life to it’s full
· As well as the Father’s favor

· Concerning favor JPJ used to say that:
· Gifting was a sign that you had favor with God
· Favor with man indicated the timing of that gift’s release and the scope of your influence
· JPJ also taught that Favor was connected to justice
· When we experienced injustice at the hands of the enemy
· The justice of God was an increase of anointing
· When we experienced injustice at the hands of people
· The justice of God was favor with other people
· For example
· After my first bout with cancer I experienced a significant increase in gifting to hear and see spiritually
· After great in justice at the hands of some Christians in WV we had inexplicable favor with world renowned prophets while in WA
· Walking in the favor of God is amazing
· And these verses indicate that a way to it - is to truly follow Jesus as his disciple.
· Let’s pray


Ministry Time
· If you’re having a difficult time following Jesus where ever he leads
· Please come for prayer
· If you’ve experienced in justice at the hands of the enemy or people
· Please come forward for prayer
· We what to pray that you receive Justice
· The favor of God
· If you want the favor of God on your life
· No matter what it takes to get from here to there
· Come forward for prayer while I lead us in a final song
