
The Gospel of John Chapter 1:6-8

Introduction 
Open Bibles to John 1
Two weeks ago I began a new preaching series based on the Gospel of John
We’ll be working our way through it a bite at a time
Last week I skipped over verses 6-8
We’ll take a look at those verse, and others today
Read and Pray John 1:6-13
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

John the Baptist
Let’s take a look at John the Baptist
John 1:6-8 introduces us to John the Baptist for the first time
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
Remember verse 7, I’ll be working my way back to it.
These verses (6-8) are surprising because they seem to break into the flow of the text. 
They seem sudden and jarring. 
If you left them out, the text would flow nicely from verse 5 to verse 9. 
Verse 5 says: 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
And then verse 9 picks this up: 
“The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world” 
That seems like a natural flow.

In between those two statements about Jesus, John inserts verses 6–8 about John the Baptist. 
By the way, notice that in this Gospel, he is never actually called John the Baptist but only John. 
If there were any label we would attach to John in this Gospel, 
I would recommend “John the Witness.” Or “John the Testifier)

John Interrupts the Flow
Look at verses 6–7: 
“There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe.”
In fact, fourteen times in this Gospel the word witness is connected with John.
Witness meaning “one who testifies” 
Then guess what?
 The same thing happens again in verse 15. 
John the author seems to interrupt the flow again to say something about John the Witness. 
The NIV feels the interruption is so significant that they actually placed parentheses around verse 15. 
Verse 14 says:
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
Verse 16 continues this thought smoothly:
“Out of his fullness [the fullness referred to in verse 14] we have all received grace in place of grace already given.”
But verse 15 breaks in and says:
(John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.”)  
So, who is this “John the Testifier” worthy of such interrupting mention?

Who is this Baptizing John the Witness?
Well, we get two questions answered from verses 6-8
Who was John the Baptist/Witness/Testifier?
He was a witness, sent by God, testifying to the Light
Why did John the Baptist/Witness come?
So we might believe


John the Baptist’s Back Story
John was a forerunner of Jesus Christ
He and his mission were foretold by Isaiah and Malachi
A voice of one calling:
“In the wilderness prepare
    the way for the Lord;
make straight in the desert
    a highway for our God.” ~ Isaiah 40:30
“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty.” ~ Malachi 3:1
And confirmed in Matthew 3:1-3
“In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.”

John’s Family
John’s father was Zechariah the priest
John’s mother was Elizabeth
The cousin of Mary, the mother of Jesus.
That makes John and Jesus 2nd cousins
Both Zechariah and Elizabeth were descendants of Aaron, the brother of Moses. 
John comes from a family of priests
Also, it’s worth noting here that prior to the birth of John, Zechariah and Elizabeth were barren into their old age

John’s miraculous birth was foretold by angelic visitation in Luke 1:8-17
8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous – to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
Clearly, John’s conception was miraculous
By supernatural decree John's birth and life’s purpose was set; he was to be a prophet, proclaiming the coming of the Messiah.
Luke 1 ends with these words in verse 80
And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilderness until he appeared publicly to Israel.

John’s unique style and diet
He was an unusual man for his time
For anytime
Matthew 3:4 tells us that:
“John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.”

John’s Occupation
John was a Prophet and Nazarite evangelist
He spent his time preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sin.
And like Jesus he had a contentious relationship with the religious people – Matthew 3:5-12
People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
You gotta love John the Baptist.
I love this quote by Tyler Johnson of One Glance Ministries
"If the gospel you believe is good news to the adulterer and thief but not to the Pharisee, you are probably on the right track."
The gospel of Jesus and John wasn't good news to the Pharisees then or now. But the prostitutes and drug addicts love it!
The last of the Old Covenant Prophets.
Jesus said: "Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." ~ Matthew 11:11

Other miscellaneous information about John
John is mentioned in all four gospels and the book of Acts
He’s referred to 90 times
His name means “the grace of God
He was beheaded at about the age 35 by order of King Herod


The Highlight of John’s Life
Let’s go back to John 1:19-31 and take a look at THE highlight moment of his life!
19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.”
For John, it was unthinkable that this attention would focus on him, because he was not the Messiah. 
His job was to point to the Messiah.
21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
It might be easy for the priests and Levites from Jerusalem to associate John with Elijah because of his personality and because of the promise in Malachi 4:5
“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.”
So, if he is the forerunner of the Messiah, then is he Elijah?
In a sense, John was Elijah, or more actually a type of Elijah, ministering in his office and spirit.
“Are you the Prophet?”
This refers to God's promise through Moses in Deuteronomy 18:15, promising a prophet to come. Based on this passage, they expected another Prophet to come.
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him.
He answered, “No.”
22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”
John sees himself as the advance man of the great King. His baptism was a preparatory cleansing for the King. The idea is, "wash, get dressed, and prepare for a royal visit!"
The Jews in John's day practiced baptism. 
It was an outgrowth of ceremonial washings. 
But the Jews of that time typically reserved baptism for Gentiles who wanted to become Jews.
 So to submit to John's baptism, a Jew had to identify with the Gentiles. 
This was a genuine sign of humility and repentance.
24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”
26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”
Untying the strap of a sandal (before foot washing) was duty of the lowest slave in the house.
28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”
Extra details of Jesus’ actual baptism event from Matthew 3:13-17
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
I love when scripture confirms and gives commentary to scripture
What an honor, what an incredible privilege given to John!

Profound Voice from Heaven
I LOVE the profound statement of the Father in verse 17
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
Jesus hadn’t done anything yet.
He hadn’t preached yet
He hadn’t healed any sick people yet
He hadn’t cast out any demons yet
He hadn’t performed any miracles yet
He hadn’t gone to the cross yet
And yet the Father loved him and was well pleased with him
On what basis was this love and pleasure?
The Father’s pleasure is on the basis of relationship
This is my SON!
Whom I love!
With him I am well pleased!
The Father’s pleasure is based upon relationship NOT performance!
It was true with Jesus and it is true with you
Remember last week’s verses from Ephesians 2:8-9?
 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
The Father’s pleasure wasn’t based on performance then and it’s NOT based on performance now.
God's good, you're bad, try harder is NOT good news!
The message of the gospel is: God's good, he loves you and IT IS FINISHED!
The Father’s pleasure was on the basis of relationship then and it is on the basis of relationship now.

John’s Testimony of this event back in John 1:32-34
32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”
Back to verse 7
“He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe (trust).”
John the Baptist / John the Witness / John the Testifer
The earthly witness to the fact that the Word who became flesh and dwelled among is this Jesus whom he had the privilege to baptize and on whom he saw the Spirit descend like a dove.
And not only that…
He testifies to witnessing the relationship shared among the Trinity
The Spirit descending upon the Son as the Father declares his love and pleasure.
That’s John’s testimony! 
That’s what he witnessed!
The love the Trinity has for one another
The relationship they share
And it’s dramatically on display 
for those who have eyes to see
and ears to hear
From the very beginning of Jesus’ public ministry
The Father, Son and Spirit are setting the tone for Jesus’ entire earthly ministry with this public display of mutual affection!
Can you see it?
It’s all about relationship!
Believe in verse 7 comes from that same Greek root word I motioned last week: pistis, meaning trust!
I want in this relationship
I want in this circle of perfect unity and purest of loves
That’s what the Word became flesh and dwelled among us!
Don’t you want some of this?
Let’s pray!

Ministry Time
Who needs their concept of Christianity or their relationship with God changed from performance based to relationship?
Please come up front and let me pray for you today

