Galatians 3:15-29

Intro
· Open Bibles to Galatians 3
· We have been working our way through Paul’s Letter to the Galatians
· Far and away Paul’s most passionate letter

· He is fired up at the Galatians because:
· They have abandoned the gospel of grace
· And returned to the law
· To the religious rules, regulations and traditions of men
· He is writing to challenge them with the hope of steering them back to the path of truth

· We see his passion in Galatians 3:1
· You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.
· Or as JB Phillips translates it…
· O you dear idiots of Galatia, who saw Jesus Christ the crucified so plainly, who has been casting a spell over you?

· And his fiery challenge is verse 3
· Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh?

· In this third chapter of his letter Paul is using Abraham to make his point
· The example of Abraham’s trust relationship with God
· We examined verses 6-14 last week 
· We’ll pick up at verse 15 this morning




Verses 15
[bookmark: _Hlk481741261]Brothers and sisters, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 
· As fired up as he is he still sees the Galatians as his family and calls them as such: Brothers and sisters
· Then appeals to a culturally common understanding…
· That even with covenants made between men…
· A covenant stands firm once it is made
· No one amends it or adds to it
· Paul's point here is to say:
· If this is true among us a men…
· How much more so with a Divine Covenant!
· Now Paul gets back to Abraham

Verses 16-18
The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ. What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise.
· Jewish believers
· Who revere Abraham as their Spiritual Father
· Have been trying to convince the Galatians that they need to return to the law of Moses
· Paul is telling them that there is a Divine Promise that precedes Moses
· And the Law given to him

· A Divine Promise given to Abraham and his “seed”, namely, Jesus
· Paul is referring here to the account of Genesis 22:15-18
· This is right after Abraham demonstrated his willingness to sacrifice Isaac
· And the Lord stopped him
· Let’s take a look at those verses

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”

· The KJV translates verse 18 this way:
· And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
· Today, as followers of Jesus we know that…
· All the nations of the earth have been blessed through only one person 
· And that person is the Lord Jesus Christ
· The very one who was foretold in this exact interaction between God, Abraham and Issac here on Mount Moriah
· God required of Himself what He did not require of Abraham
· The sacrifice of His Son
· And through that Sacrifice all the Earth is blessed

· Paul is reminding them that God entered into a Covenant relationship with Abraham
· And that this promise supersedes the Law of Moses
· [bookmark: _GoBack]There was a previous agreement that can NOT be changed
· A promise made with Abraham
· That is fulfilled in Jesus
· Thus Paul writes in verses 17-18
· What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise.

Verse 19a
Why, then, was the law given at all? 
· If the promise supersedes the law
· The obvious next question is…
· Why, then, was the law given at all?
· Good question
· Let’s take a look at Paul’s answer

Verse 19b
It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was given through angels and entrusted to a mediator.
· It was added because of transgressions
· It was added because of sin
· We view the world through a lens of the instant and immediate
· Yet our God is eternal
· He sees the ultimate big picture
· We see the two-minute trailer 
· And our God sees the three movie, extended version, director’s cut epic!
· The law was given as a place holder
· As God’s standard to keep us from self destruction… until

· And it was given “until”
· It had a time limit
· The meter was running on the law
· It was given UNTIL Jesus
· It was given according to tradition…
· From angels to Moses on Mount Saini
· Until the promise came

Verse 20
A mediator, however, implies more than one party; but God is one.
· You see, Moses needed a mediator between himself and God
· But we don’t!
· Jesus Himself is our mediator.  
· And our God is One
· Father, Son and Spirit as perfectly One
· Where the law was a two-party agreement brought by mediators
· Salvation in Jesus - by grace through faith - is received by a promise
· Understand the difference
· A promise depends on one person
· A mediated agreement depends on two.  
· The weakness of the law compared to the covenant of Abraham is this…
· The law required our faithfulness
· The promise is on God’s faithfulness alone
· Now THAT’S good news!
· So, was the law evil?
· No, it was of God
· Of course it wasn’t evil
· It was, however, temporary 
· And as temporary it was insufficient compared to the promise

Verse 21
Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 
· The law didn’t oppose Jesus “The Promise” as the Pharisees seemed to believe
· But neither did it impart life
· For IF a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 
· A law was NOT given to impart life
· It was given as a placeholder until the one who calls Himself The Way, The Truth and The Life came.
· And righteousness…
· Or, being made “right” with God, comes ONLY through Him.

· The problem with the law is its inability to give life or strength to those who desire to keep it.
· The Law of Moses does not bring life
· It states the command
· Tells us to keep it
· And communicates the consequences if we break the command
· But it does not bring us to life abundant and eternal
· No, that alone is found in the promise of Jesus

Verse 22 
But Scripture has locked up everything under the control of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.
· Commentator David Guzik says this concerning verse 22
· “Paul paints a picture of imprisonment. The bars of the cell are sin, keeping us confined. The Scripture put us in the prison, because it pointed out our sinful condition. So we sit imprisoned by sin, and the law can not help us, because the law put us in the prison!”
· The purpose of the law was to reveal sin
· Not remove it
· It is Jesus, The Promise, who removed our sins
· Who broke open the prison gates
· And set the imprisoned free
· Jesus declared as much in Luke 4:16-21

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
[bookmark: _Hlk481741927]He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

· YES! Makes me what to shout with joy!
· Jesus was sent…
· to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
· To release us from the prison of the Law
· And bondage of sin

Verses 23-25
Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith that was to come would be revealed. So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian.
· In the same way that a captured criminal is “in custody”
· We were in custody of the law
· It was our guardian
· It was our jailer

· But the Righteous one has now come
· He has justified us
· Just as if we never sinned
· We have received a royal pardon from The King!
· He has set us free from prison of the law
· And as Jesus said in John 8:36
· if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
· So, you foolish Galatians, why would you want to go back to prison now that you have been set free?
· The prison gates are open
· The bars removed
· You are children of Abraham and heirs of the Promise
· Come out and live - full and free!

· Paul sums up the chapter nicely with these final three verses

Verse 26-29
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
· I just love that word “so”
· So… in light of all I’ve just said
· In light of my carefully laid out theological and historically accurate presentation 
· In light of the truth of the gospel message…
· You too are heirs according to the promise
· It matters not what you were
· Jew or Gentile
· Your religious upbringing matters nothing
· Slave or free
· You social or economic status matters nothing 
· Male or female
· Your gender plays no role whatsoever
· You are one in Christ
· All of you
· And you belong to him!

· Paul’s words to the Galatians are my words to you this morning
· You are His
· You belong
· He loves you extravagantly
· Yes you!
· You too have been set free
· No longer imprisoned by religion
· You too have received a royal pardon
· And more than that…
· You are heirs of the kingdom
· Because God Almighty
· The Lord of the Universe is your loving Father!
· My heart for you this morning is that…
· Each of you would live fully free
· In the fullness of the freedom that is rightfully yours in Christ Jesus

Let’s Pray
· Oh God may each of us today know the truth
· May the truth set us free
· That we are no longer imprisoned	
· We are yours
· You love us
· And we are free

Ministry Time
· Words of knowledge
· Anyone?
· If you feel like you are still imprisoned  
· Come up for prayer
· If you need prayer for anything at all
· Please come forward for prayer this morning
· John please lead us in a final song
