Vineyard History 2015

Intro
· Open bibles to 1 Thessalonians 1:2-7
· The past couple of weeks I’ve been offering a series of “One Of” messages
· Two weeks ago I spoke on Freedom
· Last Sunday I spoke on “The 5 Love Languages”
· Today I want to offer another “One Of” message
· I want to talk about history, Vineyard History
· Mother’s Day is a profoundly significant day in the Vineyard
· Read and Pray: 1 Thessalonians 1:2-7
2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 3 We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
4 For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you,5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 
· Verse 3
· 3 We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
· Today I want to remember
· I want to remember our roots, our Vineyard roots
· And how the gospel message came to us “…not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction.”
· As it says in verse 5
· This morning is going to be less teaching and more story telling
· I want to tell a bit of history
· Show a couple of Vineyard videos
· And tell a few of my personal Vineyard stories
· It’s good from time to time to tell the tribe’s story and pass on her history

The Vineyard: Early History
· In preparing this morning’s message I found a couple of useful videos
· This first one speaks about Vineyard history
· It’s about a 7 minute clip from a much longer video
· Let’s watch it and then I’ll add a few historical details
· Show first Video
· Sorry for the abrupt cut at the end there
· Wasn’t that good?
· OK, let me offer a timeline of highlights in Vineyard History
· 1964-1970 
· Between those years John estimates that he and Carol led hundreds to Christ. 
· Also during that time John becomes co-pastor of a Quaker church in Southern California. 
· Carol was a church elder
· 1974 
· Wimber is offered a job by Peter Wagner to help establish the Charles E. Fuller Institute of Evangelism and Church Growth
· 1974 Kenn and Joanie Gulliksen 
· Move to Los Angeles from Calvary Chapel, Costa Mesa, to plant a church that they will eventually name the Vineyard.
· That was 41 years ago
· October 1976 
· Carol and some of the leaders of the Quaker church start a home meeting. 
· Bob Fulton facilitates and Carl Tuttle leads worship because he's the only person who can play guitar. 
· The meeting grows from 12 to 50 in a few weeks.
· April 1977 
· The group has grown to 100 and John has become the leader.
· Also in 1977 
· The Vineyard, started by the Gulliksens, had gone through several different locations.
· They had planted two additional churches
· By this time a budding young musician/songwriter named Keith Green was attending
· He had received Christ at one of Kenn's Bible Studies.
· Mother's Day, May 8, 1977 
· 38 years ago
· Wimber's group becomes the Calvary Chapel of Yorba Linda with 150 in attendance. 
· John is designated pastor and continues his work with Fuller Evangelistic Association.
· March 1978 
· After ten months of preaching and praying without anyone healed, Wimber and team see their first healing.
· 1979 
· John Wimber and Kenn Gulliksen meet.
· Fall 1979 Todd and Debbie Hunter are the first church planters sent out from Wimber's church. 
· They plant a church in Wheeling, West Virginia.
· On Mother's Day, Sunday, May 11, 1980 
· 35 years ago
· Lonnie Frisbee was speaking at Calvary Chapel Yorba Linda’s evening service and at the end said, "Come, Holy Spirit."
· And the Spirit moved with great power!
· Let’s take a few minutes now and let John Wimber tells this story in his own words
· Show second Video
· Powerful!
· “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  2 Corinthians 3:17
· April 1982 
· Calvary Chapel of Yorba Linda becomes a Vineyard.
· May 1982 
· Wimber becomes head of Vineyard movement.
· This may have happened on Mother’s Day as well.
· In the years to come the Vineyard would go through many changes
· 1988-1992: The prophetic period in the Vineyard.
· Some of the main players in that season would later have a profound impact on my life.
· Men like Bob Jones and John Paul Jackson
· January 1994: The "Toronto Blessing" period of the Vineyard begins.
· I was deeply touched by God in Toronto
· Weeks earlier in WV with South Africian minister John Sheasby
· Years later Carol Arnott prayed for me
· Still feel her thumbs in the palms of my hands
· November 17, 1997 Wimber passed away from a brain hemorrhage. He had been battling cancer.
· I cried and cried that day

Vineyard Today
· Almost 40 years later, there are more than 1,500 Vineyard churches worldwide
· 550 in the US
· 43 in Canada
· Vineyard Worship has crossed all denominational lines and left an impact on how the Church worships today.

Vineyard Canada
· Beautifully updated Vineyard Canada Website at: 
· www.VineyardCanada.CA
· The first Vineyard in Canada was planted in January of 1985 in Langley, a suburb of Vancouver 
· A year later a second Vineyard was established in the Vancouver area and the movement had begun.
· Within a few years more Vineyards began to spring up across the country
· First in Southern Ontario then Atlantic Canada and then the Prairie provinces. 
· A decade later, in the summer of 1995, Gary and Joy Best were appointed National Directors of the Association of Vineyard Churches Canada
· Canada was the first country outside the United States to be accorded its own independent National Association with the Vineyard.
· Last year, 2014 David and Anita Ruis became our new national directors
· According to the Vineyard Canada website there are 43 Vineyard Church across the country.
· 8 churches in our region, the Atlantic region

The Charlottetown Vineyard and Vineyard Canada
· In 2002 Our church was planted out of Summerside Community Church
· With the name Charlottetown Community Church 
· About 7 years ago our leadership team invited Peter Fitch of the St. Croix Vineyard in St. Stephen, NB to PEI
· Together they worked to bring CCC into the Vineyard Canada family
· At the beginning of this year, 2015 we changed the name of our church to Charlottetown Vineyard
· It better reflects our culture and affiliation
· And it helps people more easily identify us


My Vineyard History
· First Exposure to the Vineyard
· August 1985 - Ashland, Ohio
· A friend and I drove out to a conference from NYC
· It was a “Church Growth Leadership and the Kingdom of God in the 90’s” Conference
· I still have the conference binder
· Filled with notes!
· It was my first exposure to the Vineyard
· The first session we were seated way in the back
· Over 2000 people in attendance
· Two things captured my attention
· The Worship band was outstanding!
· And the Keyboard player
· When it was over the keyboard player got up to address the crowd.
· I remember thinking who is this guy?
· He looked like Santa Claus in white shorts and an Hawaiian Shirt 
· That’s was John Wimber
· It was an amazing week
· We heard amazing messages from everybody who was anybody in the Vineyard at that time:
·  John Wimber, Peter Wagner, Kenn Gulicksen, Don Williams and many others.
· Don Williams Story
· Absent minded professor
· Powerful message about evangelism
· Ministry time
· Groaning 
· Prophetic word: “Many will be birthed through you, but only as a woman in labor.”
· There we meet Lance Pittluck, Mike Turrigiano and others who had just moved to the NY area to plant a Vineyard church
· Lance now pastor’s the Anaheim Vineyard
· Mike Lead’s the Vineyard in Brooklyn, NY.
· After the Conference
· We returned to NY and our church connected with the New Vineyard Church on Long Island
· The Vineyard began hosting conferences in our area
· Healing 1, 2 & 3
· The Gifts of the Spirit
· Spiritual Warfare
· We attended every one
· They were amazing
· Extremely life giving
· And we ate it all up!

· Crossroads Church and beyond
· About 8 years later Lance Pittluck and Todd Hunter helped us as I prepared to plant a church in Clarksburg West Virginia.
· Crossroads wasn’t an official Vineyard church but it was Vineyard-like in every way.
· Style, format, worship…
· 8 years after that I accepted a call to pastor the Vineyard Church in Kennewick, WA.
· Before coming here to pastor this Vineyard Church I served as co-pastor of a The Mosaic – A Vineyard Church in Bohemia, NY.
· A church birthed out of the original Long Island Vineyard so many years earlier
· As you can see the Vineyard has played a significant role in my spiritual journey. 
· It fits me
· It feels like home
· Though she’s has changed and evolved over the years
· She’s still the place I best identify with


In closing:
· To quote John Wimber from the beginning of that first video
· “I’m a fool for Christ, whose fool are you?”	
· 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 says: 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things - and the things that are not - to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him.” 
· I’m not finished being a fool
· I refuse to accept respectability over the presence of God
· I’m not finished taking risks of faith
· How about you?
· I want the presence of God and I want the power of God
· I desperately want to know Him
· Personally, intimately and experientially
· How about you?
· I want Him more than I want the favorable opinions of my family, friends, neighbors or even church members
· How about you?

Ministry Time
· Let’s stand and pray
· Do it again Lord
· Do it here, do it now, do it with us, do it in us
· We choose you
· Come and fill this place
· Take the scales from our eyes, the hardness form out heart and make us much more aware of your presence
· Set us free from the fear of man and be God in our midst
· If you want a fresh experience of God this morning come forward and let me pray for you.
