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Jeremiah continued to struggle with the mission and message God had called him to 

proclaim. 

I. God uses a physical object lesson (a ruined linen belt) to demonstrate His people’s 

spiritual condition. (v. 13:1-11) 

And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured possession as he 

promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. He has declared that he will set you in 

praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that you will be a people 

holy to the LORD your God, as he promised. (Deuteronomy 26:18-19) 

 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 

insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the 

day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the 

glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:9-11) 

 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works 

out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to 

put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in 

Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, 

you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing 

our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his 

glory. (Ephesians 1:11-14) 

 

II. God declares His people are so accustomed to doing evil that they are unable to stop, 

therefore they will be taken captive. (v. 13:12-25) 

 

III. Jeremiah cries out in confession and supplication over the drought and resulting 

famine God has sent. (v. 14:7-9) 

 

IV. Jeremiah is told not to pray for the people because the other “prophets” are declaring 

false hope that God’s judgments will not fall. (v. 14:10-22) 

 

 

V. God’s heart had been hardened against Judah because of the evil king Manasseh. (v. 

15:1-4) 



Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five 

years. His mother’s name was Hephzibah. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, following the 

detestable practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. 3 He rebuilt the 

high places his father Hezekiah had destroyed; he also erected altars to Baal and made an 

Asherah pole, as Ahab king of Israel had done. He bowed down to all the starry hosts and 

worshiped them. 4 He built altars in the temple of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, “In 

Jerusalem I will put my Name.” 5 In the two courts of the temple of the LORD, he built altars to 

all the starry hosts. 6 He sacrificed his own son in the fire, practiced divination, sought omens, 

and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the LORD, arousing his 

anger. 
7 He took the carved Asherah pole he had made and put it in the temple, of which the LORD had 

said to David and to his son Solomon, “In this temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen 

out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put my Name forever. 8 I will not again make the feet of the 

Israelites wander from the land I gave their ancestors, if only they will be careful to do 

everything I commanded them and will keep the whole Law that my servant Moses gave them.” 
9 But the people did not listen. Manasseh led them astray, so that they did more evil than the 

nations the LORD had destroyed before the Israelites. 
10 The LORD said through his servants the prophets: 11 “Manasseh king of Judah has committed 

these detestable sins. He has done more evil than the Amorites who preceded him and has led 

Judah into sin with his idols. 12 Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I am 

going to bring such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of everyone who hears of it 

will tingle. 13 I will stretch out over Jerusalem the measuring line used against Samaria and the 

plumb line used against the house of Ahab. I will wipe out Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, 

wiping it and turning it upside down. 14 I will forsake the remnant of my inheritance and give 

them into the hands of enemies. They will be looted and plundered by all their enemies; 15 they 

have done evil in my eyes and have aroused my anger from the day their ancestors came out of 

Egypt until this day.” 
16 Moreover, Manasseh also shed so much innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem from end to 

end—besides the sin that he had caused Judah to commit, so that they did evil in the eyes of the 

LORD. (2 Kings 21:1-16) 

 

VI. God declares His firm intent to bring destruction upon His people . (v. 15:5-9) 

 

VII. Jeremiah bemoans his assigned role as God’s herald wishing he had never been born. 

(v. 15:10) 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

    before you were born I set you apart; 

    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5) 

 

VIII. God responds that Jeremiah’s mission will be successful. (v. 15:11-14) 

 



IX. Jeremiah dares to reproach God for the misery he has suffered. (v. 15:15-18) 

 

X. God responds by reproaching His prophet for his words but still promises him divine 

protection. (v. 15:19-21) 

 


