Insights for 2010 The Expanded Version
I. Intro
1. Happy New Year!

A. Welcome back to all have been traveling
B. Had a wonderful visit with my children

a. Nadine and I have been blessed with great kids

b. I couldn’t more proud of both of them

c. Even thought they just left, I can hardly wait to see them again
2. Open Bibles to Matthew 8:18-27
3. Still taking a break from my series based on the book…

A. “unChristian” by David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons

B. But I do have more to share on it and will most likely return to it next Sunday
4. Last Week: Insights for 2010

A. I asked the Lord to speak to me about the upcoming year and he did.
B. I shared insights from Matthew 8 and Jeremiah 18

5. Today: Insights for 2010 – The Expanded Version

A. I want to go back to Matthew 8 and dig a little deeper

6. Read & Pray: Matthew 8:18-27
 18When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake.19Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go."

 20Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."

 21Another disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father."

 22But Jesus told him, "Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead."

Jesus Calms the Storm

 23Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!"

 26He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.

 27The men were amazed and asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!"
A. Pray…

II. Insights for 2010
1. Two weeks ago I prayed and asked the Lord to give me some insight for 2010
2. The first thing I received was this account from Matthew 8

A. I believe that will metaphorically live out this text in 2010

a. On an individual basis for sure

b. As well as communally 
B. First Impressions

a. Vs. 18 Jesus… gave orders to cross to the other side
b. Vs. 24a Without warning, a furious storm came up…
c. Vs. 24b The waves swept over the boat
d. Vs. 24 The Disciples were afraid

e. Vs. 24c Jesus was sleeping

f. Vs. Jesus’ reply, action and result
i. "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?
ii. Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves
iii. It was completely calm.
g. The disciples were amazed
i. The disciples

· Obeyed

· Were Afraid

· Were Amazed

III. Back Story

1. Let’s look at what preceded this trip across the lake (Matthew 8:1-17)
A. Jesus heals an incurable disease – leprosy
a. I love how Jesus prays here… (vs. 2-3)
i. “A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean." Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately he was cured of his leprosy.”

ii. Yeah, I want to be more like Jesus
B. Jesus is astonished
a. Wow, what does it take to astonish Jesus?

i. Faith!
· An outsider’s faith

ii. Faith is Jesus’ power and authority to do what he says he can do

b. Verses 5-10, 13
i. 5When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6"Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering."  7Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him."  8The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  10 When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith…  13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour.
c. I want to life a life of faith that astonishes Jesus – how about you?

C. Jesus holds a healing and deliverance meeting

a. Jesus heals Peter’s mother in law with a touch and then has an powerful meeting at Peter’s house that night.

b. Verse 16

i. When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick

c. Jesus had full day, no wonder he was sleeping in the boat!

IV. Flashforward

1. What was waiting on the other side?

A. Jesus has a power encounter with two extremely demonized men
2. Let’s read it: Matthew 8:28-34

28When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes,[d] two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met him. They were so violent that no one could pass that way. 29"What do you want with us, Son of God?" they shouted. "Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?"

 30Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was feeding. 31The demons begged Jesus, "If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs."

 32He said to them, "Go!" So they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and died in the water. 33Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and reported all this, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34Then the whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they pleaded with him to leave their region.

A. Don’t you just love Jesus long drawn out deliverance prayer?

a. Go!

B. Could it be that these demons caused the storm?

a. Was it an attempt to keep these men in bondage?

i. It could be, we should remember this as we face our storms

V. Transition

1. Jesus gave order for change – transition
A. Orders

a. Thayer’s Lexicon reveals that this word “orders” or “command” refers to:

i. The orders of a military commander
· Orders that are passed along the line by his subordinated

B. To go from one place to another

a. To go to the other side

b. What is the “other side” of what you’re in right now?

C. The Bridge – Long Island is still in transition

a. God has ordered up some changes

i. Know that we haven’t arrived yet
· But we are on our way

· Kids: “Daddy are we there yet?’

D. What’s on the other side?

a. More power

b. Freedom

i. We are to be exporters of freedom

ii. But first we must be set free

2. The Storms
A. I understand that some where discouraged by this word

a. Was 2009 storm free? How about 2008?

b. Storms come with the territory

i. You’ve got what it takes to weather this storm

· Jesus is in the boat!

B. The rain falls on the righteous and unrighteous alike

a. Matthew 5:45 “He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”
b. Storms are not punishment
c. It wasn’t disobedience that got the disciples in this storm

d. It wasn’t that they had wandered from the Lord

e. It was their obedience that got them in this predicament
f. And GOD ALMIGHTY was WITH them

g. Bridge – Long Island listen to me

i. God is with you

ii. And what we face is NOT punishment for sin

C. The Storms Characteristics

a. Unexpected

b. Without warning – though God has seen fit to grant us this prophetic warning from his word.
c. Furious

i. No small thing

ii. Profession fishermen who made their lives on the water reacted strongly to this storm in verse 25
· "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!"

d. The waves are BIG

i. It’s bigger than just us
ii. Waves of the Spirit often feel this way

iii. Our boat (this church) will feel overwhelmed

3. Fears will arise and they need to be faced with faith

A. Faith will be required for 2010

B. Hebrew 11:1

a. “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”

C. ABC’s of faith

a. Pistis

D. Faith is taking action in the absence of empirical evidence

a. Faith is asking What before asking How

b. It’s trusting for WHAT God says before you know HOW he’s going to do it

c. We will need this kind of faith in 2010

i. This kind of faith will expose our fears for the unsubstantial mist that they truly are

E. Fear
a. Depression and discouragement in Pacific Northwest

i. Feeling discouraged without reason

ii. Took a personal self assessment and discerned it must be spiritual

b. Fear has a similar stronghold in this region

i. How many of you suffer with fear

ii. It limits, intimidates or controls you?

· Stormy circumstances will stir our fears

· In 2010 we will have an opportunity to face these fears and overcome them with faith

c. God’s not trying to scare you – he wants to SET YOU FREE!

4. Be encouraged

A. God IS with us!

B. God himself will contend with the storm

a. The battle belongs to the Lord

C. He is AMAZING!

a. We will watch God do God sized things on our behalf in the year to come

i. And as the disciples were amazed so will we be amazed at this God we serve… 

· Even the wind and waves obey Him

· Our storms must yield to Him!

D. Peace

a. When is the last time you felt completely calm?

i. On the other side of the storm is peace

ii. Oh to be at peace
b. Isaiah 26:3

i. You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. (NIV)
ii. You will guard him and keep him in perfect and constant peace whose mind [both its inclination and its character] is stayed on You, because he commits himself to You, leans on You, and hopes confidently in You. (AMP)
iii. Can you see the connection between… 
· Peace and Faith
· Peace & Focus?
· Fixing our eyes on Jesus… yes that works very well in the storm
VI. Ministry Time
1. Let’s Pray
A. Freedom from fear

B. That we too would obey and be amazed in 2010

2. Look for people to serve on ministry team

