Love is the Answer

Intro
· Open bibles to Isaiah 55:1-13
· We spent more than two years working our way methodically through the Gospel of John
· We completed that journey back on May 8th 
· Since then I’ve been following the leading of the Holy Spirit week by week to decide what the topic for each Sunday’s message will be.
· We’ve spent most of the past few weeks looking at various revivals 
· And their impact and connection to Canada in general and PEI specifically.
· This morning I want to share with you a vision the Lord gave me a couple of weeks ago
· But let’s begin with scripture
· I am particularly interested in verses 8 and 9 but the entire chapter is so powerful I had to offer all of it to you this morning.
· Read and Pray: Isaiah 55:1-13

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.

See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a ruler and commander of the peoples. Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations you do not know will come running to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor.” 

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. Instead of the thorn bush will grow the juniper, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be for the Lord’s renown, for an everlasting sign, that will endure forever.”

Context
· Isaiah is an amazing prophet of God
· He is quoted in the New Testament more than all other old testament prophets combined.
· Here Isaiah is prophesying to a people in captivity

· Historical Background: 
· Assyria, the invincible superpower of the day…
· Was threatening Jerusalem with conquest 
· You can read about it in 2 Kings chapters 15-20 and 2 Chronicles chapter 26-32. 
· Isaiah saw this as the consequences of Judah’s widespread apostasy under King Ahaz. 
· Isaiah prophesied the fall of Jerusalem
· Which took place in 586 B.C. 
· Isaiah prophesied that Israel’s only hope for escape was Divine intervention
· Not political alliances
· Not material wealth
· And certainly not religious pretense
· Chapter 55, actually all of chapters 40 through 66 are prophetic promises for the future.
· They are focused on events that wouldn’t take place for 150-200 years after Isaiah's death
· These chapters offer prophetic promises foretelling God's deliverance of his people from their Babylonian captors 
· And even further into the future prophesying our deliverance from the bondage of sin through Christ. 

God’s Ways
· All of chapter 55 is a Divine invitation capped off with a heavenly promise
· An invitation to be richly fed in verses 1-2
· An invitation to be wonderfully led in verses 3-5
· An invitation to be forgiven in verses 6-7
· An invitation to his glorious ways in verses 8-9
· The promise of his word fulfilled in verses 10-11
· And the promise of restoration in verses 12-13
· My focus this morning is verses 8-9
· 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
    neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the Lord.
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.
· For most of us, this is a problem
· For some it’s serious problem
· It has been throughout the ages and even more so now
· Humanity has evolved
· We know more today than ever before in human history
· Nearly everyone in this room has a smart phone in their pocket
· Which grants us instant access to more information than we can imagine
· As a people we are intelligent, insightful and impatient.
· Few would admit it publically, but in the privacy of our thoughts we struggle and disagree with the prophetic words of Isaiah 55:8-9
· We all have thoughts and opinions and personal conviction that do not align with God’s

· Proverbs 14:12 (NASB) says it this way:
· There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.
· My ways, my thoughts and my opinions. 
· That I’m convinced are right, but aren’t
· They lead neither to God nor to life.
· Author Stephen Covey says:
· "If the ladder is NOT leaning against the right wall, every step we take just gets us to the wrong place faster." 
· My good friend Duane Coffin says it this way…
· “We can see down the block, God can see around the corner.” 
· There in lies the rub. 
· We think we know better than God
· And his ways offend us.

· John Wimber, the founder of the Vineyard is quoted as saying that:
· “God will offend your mind to reveal your heart.”
· I’ve witnessed this truth over and over again in my life and ministry.

Jesus is offensive!
· The Pharisees and Chief Priests were so offended at Jesus that they not only plotted to kill him
· They actually did it!
· They murdered their long awaited Messiah on trumped up bogus charges
· In the name of their rightness.

· Jesus offended his friends
· Mary and Martha when he didn’t arrive in time to heal Lazarus
· Peter when he called him Satan
· And Judas enough to sell him our for 30 pieces of silver
· Even his own cousin – John the Baptist
· In Matthew 11 John is in prison and Jesus hasn’t rescued him.
· John had expectations and Jesus wasn’t following the script in John’s head
· So John send his disciples to Jesus to ask if Jesus really is the messiah or should they be looking for someone else.
· The truth hadn’t changed one little bit from the day John said: “Behold the lamb who takes away the sins of the world” in John chapter 1
· The only thing that changed was John’s circumstances.
· So, John sends his disciples to Jesus with the question
· Are you the one
· And here is Jesus’ response in Matthew 11:4-6 (NKJV)
· Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things which you hear and see: The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.”

· John was offended
· And Jesus saw right to the heart of it.
· God’s ways and John’s ways didn’t line up
· God’s thoughts and John’s thoughts didn’t line up
· And John was offended.
· Have you ever been offended at God?
· I have.
· In 1 Peter 2:8 Peter refers to Jesus as:
· “A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”
· Paul makes the same point in Romans 9:33
· People were offended that gentiles were coming to faith and some Jews weren’t
· “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.”
· Both Peter and Paul are quoting the prophet Isaiah.

· For some Jesus was a rock of offence
· And so is the Holy Spirit
· Every revival I’ve studied has told stories of Christians offended at the way God chose to visit them.
· John Wimber, The Vineyard, Mother’s Day 1980
· Holy Spirit Come – Whammo!
· People picked up their bibles, walked out and never returned.
· The Toronto Blessing
· People shook violently, shouted loudly, laughed uncontrollably and feel on the ground unable to move
· And other left angry because of it
· John Kilpatrick, The Pensacola Outpouring or Brownsville Revival
· The Holy Spirit fell with great power on that church, Father’s day, 1995
· And while many wept and cried and fell to the ground under the power of God
· Other’s were angry and left the church - for good!
· The McDonaldite Revival, right here on PEI
· While some experienced what was referred to as “the works”
· The works of the Holy Spirit
· Kicking and jumping under the power of God
· Other watched and mocked
· In each revival, people were offended at the manifestations
· At the ways the Holy Spirit physically manifested on people

· People are offended at God when He doesn’t answer their prayers the way they want him to
· The Pharisees prayed for a Messiah
· Were offended at the packaging it came in
· And rejected him
· Christian pray for revival 
· Were offended at the packaging it comes in
· And we reject it too
· I’ve given you both biblical and historical evidence that people are sometimes offended with God and His ways.
· And most of us are honest enough to admit that we have been offended with God ourselves.	
· I absolutely have been!
· On many occasions!

Why and What?
· Why are we offended?
· And what can we do about it?
· We are offended because we don’t trust God 
· And love has grown cold
· It can be difficult to get past these two 
· but it is possible

· Let me share a vision with you
· In it I believe God has granted insight and strategy for going forward
· On Tuesday, June 21st God gave me this vision
· I offer it to you as I recorded it in my journal

I’m standing on the wall of a might fortress. I can look down the line and see many soldiers manning the wall. Behind and above me flies a large red banner. With a white lion’s head on it.
 
Down below on the outside of the wall are enemy forces. Not many but they are there. There’s no immediate threat but I know that there is a fierce, well equipped army beyond the tree line on the horizon heading my way.
 
It’s a beautiful day, the sun is shining, the sky is crystal clear and blue. I feel both peace and resolve. I’m exactly where I belong and I’m doing the very thing I was created to do. I was created to lead this army and defend this fortress.
 
Looking at myself, I’m dressed in a gleaming military armor with the same lion’s head embossed on the breastplate. I hear a trumpet sound and know that it signals a changing of the guard. There’s an orderly shift of positions. New, fresh and well rested soldiers take the place of those faithful warriors who’ve served well through a long and hard winter season. The changing of the guard is synchronized with the changing of the seasons.
 A page appears to my right. She’s small but powerful. Glowing with light. So much so I’m inclined to bow. But before I can she speaks through a playful smile.
 
“I’ve just come from the King. His Majesty is calling for you. Please follow me.”
 
The page quickly disappears down steps behind me and I follow close behind. Its been so long since my last audience with the King. I’m both excited and… nervous.
 
Exiting the staircase, we walk across a busy courtyard. Its much larger than I expected. There’s a city full of people in here. They’re happy, busy, but very happy. It’s more than happy, it’s joy. A pure, shear joy. It’s infectious, I find myself chuckling just walking among them. There’s an absence of contention, strife or competition. Just observing I can tell that each person fits, they’re each doing the very thing they were created to do and they’re all not only at peace, but truly joyful.
 
Turning my attention back to the page I follow her into a large room in the centre of the courtyard/city. I expected the room to be dimly lit, instead it is brighter than the outdoors. A curtain separates the entrance to the King’s chamber. I see a man glowing with light to the right of the entrance. As I approach I see that it’s Jesus! He pulls back the curtain and says to me:
 
“Tom, it’s so good to see you again. We’ve missed our times with you. Come, I’ve opened the way for you. Our Father will see you now.”
 
As I step through the veil I surprised and delighted to see that I’m back in the Library. Papa is seated in his chair and my chair is waiting for me. There’s a warm beverage waiting for me on the small round table positioned between our chairs. I can see that the fireplace is roaring with the Holy Spirit’s presence. Jesus walks across the room, kisses Papa on both cheeks, then takes his place at Papa’s right and disappears into Him. Looking at Papa’s smiling face I take my seat.
 
Even before Papa says a word I know that this meeting is about the Holy Spirit. I can feel the fire from the fireplace to my right reach out for me. The flames like a father’s fingers reach out for me and, and… begin to tickle me playfully. I couldn’t possibly feel safer or more at ease. The Holy Spirit is as happy to see me as Jesus was moments before.
 
I turn my full attention to Papa. He’s radiant. Beautiful. Handsome. Words fail. My insides tremble, not from fear but from the love that emanates from Him. It’s thick and weighty, it’s warm and intoxicating. It’s so very powerful. And then Papa speaks:
 
Tom, listen very carefully. It is a new day. The old has already passed away and the new has already come. This is a brand new season for you. And this new season is all about love. It’s all about the power of my love. Pay close attention because this is vitally important. 

Love WILL move mountains. 
Love will NEVER fail. 
Love is THE high ground. 
Love is the answer to EVERY question. 
Love is the KEY to unlock every door and every heart.
 
The coming battle is a battle for love. The enemy’s battle strategy is to steal love, kill love and destroy love. Your call is to embrace love and never let her go.
 
I’m pouring out my heart over the land. 
I’m releasing the Spirit of Love. 
Love will make a way where there is no way. 
Love will change every situation. 
Love will change every person. 
Not arguments, not chapters or verses, not logic or human reasoning, love. 
My love.
 
Learn the ways of love. 
Learn the rhythms of love’s song. 
Learn the sound of love’s voice. 
Learn to listen for love. 
Every other way will fail, none but the way of love will accomplish my full purposes in the days before you. 
You will be tempted again and again to abandon love. 
You will need to choose love again and again. 
Situation by situation and person by person. 
Trust these words: Love never fails.
 
Now go. Rest. Trust me. And believe.
 
With that the room begins to swirl and I find myself back atop the fortress’ wall. The sun is setting and it’s time for this old warrior to sleep.

There is a battle coming
· The Battle is over the Holy Spirit and Love
· The key to victory is trust and love
· Trust in God
· Love for one another
· We will not always understand His way
· But we can choose to trust Him
· We will not always like one another
· But we can choose again and again to love

· A powerful enemy of love is offense
· Offence at God
· Offence at people
· Let us be a people who choose again and again to trust God and love people.
· Let us be a people who are un-offendable.

· Two Undeniable Truths
· #1. God IS good
· #2. God DOES love me
· I refuse to judge God’s goodness or his love for me by my current circumstance
· I’ve been there and done that 
· It NEVER EVER leads me to a good place
· Never!
· This was John the Baptist’ mistake
· When I trust in his goodness and love it gets me through the hardest of times
· When I don’t, Proverbs 14:12 become my reality
· There is a way which seems right to a man (Tom), but its end is the way of death.
· Sometimes I simply need to humble myself and submit my will, my ways and my thoughts to His great will, ways and thoughts.
· As I sang this morning:
· “Even when I can not see anything in front of me, I will trust in you”

· People will offend you
· Love is a choice
· As God said to me in that vision - chose love again and again and again
· Why? 
· Because it is more important to love than it is to be right
· And love never ever fails!

· Rinda Dean vision at pastor’s meeting about six weeks ago
· A pasture with a fence going through it
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Show picture
· I interpreted the vision meaning Pastors with an offence
· Lead to a powerful time of repentance for all of us
· For me especially
· Things began to change right after that
· Do you need to repent for offences you’ve been holding on to?
· It has had a huge impact on me and our church when I decided to lay down my offence.
· It wasn’t a feeling or an emotion
· It was a decision, it was my choice
· And it was hard – very hard!
· But I’m so glad I did it.
· I feel free!
· It makes me wonder…
· What would happen if we all decided to lay down our offenses?
· What impact would that have on our church
· On our community?

Let’s Pray
· If you need prayer for anything today
· Please come forward
· If you need pray because you’re offended with God or people
· Please come forward for prayer
· If you need prayer because love has grown cold and you need help to chose love again
· Please come forward for prayer as I lead you in a final song.
