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Intro: Two golfers stepped up to the first tee on the St. Andrews course at Ardsley, New York, one of America's oldest courses. The elder one was a kindly man who played a thoughtful, deliberate game. The younger man was full of pride and impatience. On the first hole he sliced, lost his ball in the tall grass, shot another one, and had a score of eight instead of four or five. On the second tee he began to lecture the caddie: "Keep your eye peeled. I'm not here to do your job for you!" Thereafter, every bad shot was the caddie's fault! At the end of the first nine holes, the young man was so enraged that he discharged the caddie and carried his own bag. "That caddie doesn't like me," he said to his companion, " and I'm **** sure I don't like him. He made me nervous. Thank God he's gone!" 

After several holes had been played without a word, the older player broke the silence: "Several years ago a little kid from Yonkers came up here and was taken on as a caddie. He was a wonderfully sweet-natured boy; quick-witted, willing, and had a nose for golf. Everybody liked him. His name was William; he had a club foot. But that didn't affect his quality as a caddie. It was a pleasure to go out with him. A certain famous doctor, a member of the club, became interested in William and took him South on a long trip. When William returned, he went back to caddying. The doctor, however, had to give up golf shortly after that because of his health. He died a few months later. One morning I was playing a round with William carrying my bag. Spring was running riot all over Westchester County and the fields and hedges were alive with blossoms. William gathered flowers until he had quite a bouquet. 'Who's the girl, William?' I asked. 'I haven't any girl, sir,' he said sheepishly. 'They're for my friend, the doctor--twice a week I take flowers to his grave.' "You see," the man went on, "the doctor took him down South that winter and operated on his foot. He made the boy whole again. And William never forgot the doctor's act of kindness." "Now that's a caddie worth having," the younger man said. "What ever happened to this William?" "He carried your bag today for the first nine holes."

Just as gratitude is the key to understanding the first half of our text, Vss. 1-10, so it is likewise the key to understanding the last half. The time and the place may have changed, but the subject of gratitude has not. Once again, it seems, Luke reveals that his unifying principle is not chronology or geography, (few believe that this particular event followed immediately after the previous teaching of Vss. 1-10), but rather the logical development of his showing, via Jesus’ teaching, the disparity between that which He taught, a life devoted to God lived out in faith and obedience, and that of the Pharisees, a life marked by entitlement, works and obedience to man made rules and regulations. And as we have already seen, the Pharisees had no sense of gratitude towards God for the blessings they received for in their distorted understanding of God’s favor, they had those blessings, wealth, health, prestige, whatever… because they deserved them. And in our text this morning we’ll see both sides of that issue, we’ll see an example of gratefulness demonstrated in worship and praise, and one of ingratitude, that of receiving what grace God gives and simply walking away without any thought of thanksgiving to the giver of that grace.

Let’s read Luke 17:11-19 together…


I. The Circumstances:

So, at some point and time, Jesus, as He was passing through Samaria on His final journey to Jerusalem, enters “a certain village” and encounters 10 lepers, who, when they see Jesus implore Him to have mercy on them.

This event here in Ch. 17 should jog your memories regarding a similar incident which occurred back in Ch. 5 where Jesus healed another person who had leprosy, the difference being in that Ch. 5 encounter with the leper Jesus touched the man, while here in Ch 17 He apparently put their faith to the test as He told them to go to the priest, the “official” health inspector, and be declared clean before they were healed. 

Leprosy, or lepis in Greek was fairly common in Israel during the time of Jesus. The word literally meant scaly, or rough and could refer to a number of different diseases of the skin, from that which was not all that serious, to the very worst kind that was a bacterial infection and in Biblical times was so incredibly communicable that the OT was very explicit regarding specific laws for those who had the disease. Leviticus 13, 14; Numbers 5, 12 and 15, as well as 2 Kings 7 all indicated that a leper was to keep a certain distance from just about any living creature, as well as several other prohibitions as well as what was required to be declared clean should that event ever occur, which, except in the case of divine intervention as with Naaman and king Uzziah, no cure was ever recorded to have taken place. It’s an ancient disease.  Medical historians believe that leprosy originated in Egypt where evidence of it was found in a very ancient mummy that predated the time of Jesus by several thousand years. It could be transmitted by inhalation, bodily contact or even contact with the clothing of a leper, which is why their clothing is also  included in Leviticus 13, one of the scriptures you will find the restrictions for lepers. 

BTW…Leprosy is still with us. It’s called Hansen’s Disease after the Norwegian, G.H.A. Hansen who, in 1873 first discovered the bacteria that was the root cause of the disease. It’s estimated that there are over 200,000 cases worldwide, some thinking over a million more go undiagnosed annually, primarily in developing countries that do not have access to the serum, developed in 1982 that can kill the bacterium and effectively immunize one from it’s effects. Today, due to immunization and effective treatment, leprosy is not considered a highly communicable disease. But such wasn’t the case in Biblical times.

Although the disease itself was beyond terrible; I mean it was a slow, lingering death for the infected that took as long as 30 years to finally kill it’s victim, inch by inch, it’s overall effect on the life of one infected was devastating. 

The only people a Leper could associate with were other Lepers. They were both religiously and socially defiled. They had to leave their family, their jobs, their friends. They were excluded from temple or Synagogue worship. They were walking illustrations of sin of divine judgement, living their miserable, horrific lives without any sense of hope. Christian writer, Ken Gire writes: “ “There he lives. W/o love. W/o hope. W/o the simple joys & dignities of life: being smiled at...being greeted on the street...buying fresh fruit in the market... talking politics by the public fountain...laughing...getting to go to work...operating a business...haggling over prices w/a shopkeeper...getting a wedding invitation...singing hymns in the synagogue, celebrating Passover w/family. All these barred to him. Forever!”  Can you catch the hopelessness and understand the extreme loneliness and despair these men felt? Little wonder that when Jesus came to their village, they cried out to Him collectively; “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

II. An Illustration of Sin:

Leprosy and the response of these lepers is such a vivid illustration of sin. It dooms, defiles, and isolates all who are affected by it. 
· We are dead, doomed to hell in our trespasses and sins. 
· We are defiled, unrighteous in our standing before a holy and righteous God, and,
· We are isolated from any relationship with our God while we persist in unforgiven sin. In Ephesians 2:12 Paul reminds us; “remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” And Isaiah 59:2; “but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. Just like a leper was totally isolated from the world, sin totally isolates us from any relationship with God.

And the response of these ten lepers upon seeing Jesus is exactly what our response must be when we are made aware of our sin. That phrase, “Jesus, Master, have Mercy on us” is a phrase that recognizes that one is in a pitiful condition, that one is unable to solve a problem, that one is in a dilemma about which he can do nothing and must depend upon a superior power in order to get the problem fixed. Is that not where we find ourselves in the case of sin? If we could have handled the sin problem ourselves there would have been no need for Christ to have had to die in our stead on the cross, to have had to shed His blood for the remission of our sins, the sinless for the sinful.

Of all the words they might have chosen, kurios for example which means Lord and could refer to a head of a household, or someone with special significance, they chose “Master.”  In the Greek that word is epistatēs. It’s a compound word, a noun, and speaks of someone who has notable authority, or power, even miraculous power.  And that's why it's used to apply to Jesus.  So here these men are borrowing a word that affirms they recognized the notable authority and power of Jesus. Apparently, they had had some exposure to His power and His abilities.  At the least they knew His reputation. Perhaps they may have known it from the massive healings that He had done in His Galilean ministry, or from His healings in the Judean ministry prior to that. And of course, since leaving Galilee and coming through the area of Judea He had done many more miracles. By this time His reputation was widely known.

This was their only hope.  This was their only chance.  They had no way out of their dilemma.  There were no cures.  There were no solutions.  Their faith may be meager but they are desperate men.  What other option do they have?  And so they say, "Have mercy on us,"

Beloved, that is exactly how we come to the Lord and Savior as well. We are convicted by the power of the Holy Spirit of our sin and ultimate separation from our God. We come to the realization that there is nothing within us that can adequately address the sin problem which we have. We come to realize there are no other solutions, no other cure and no other destiny except death should we remain in this condition of sin, so we call out to Jesus, just as the publican did in Luke 18; “God, have mercy on me a sinner!” 

But just like the song the kids sang in VBS, Sin messed everything up, but God made everything right. In Vs. 14 we read; “14 When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed.” They asked for mercy and Jesus granted them mercy, not because they deserved it, though they may have thought that, but simply because that’s what He does. And He healed them, instantaneously and completely, just like all of His healings. And look what it did. Everything instantly changed in their lives. 
· Where they could have no contact with family and friends, that changed…now they can!
· Where before they could not go to temple or synagogue to pray and worship God…now they can!
· They can now have a job, go to the market, hold their children, be fully integrated back into society. I don’t believe you and I can possibly understand the emotions that these men were undergoing as all of the ramifications of their healing began to set in.

Now, the full weight of their healing will take some time as they have several days of tests and sacrifices which are prescribed in scripture that they must successfully undergo before the priest finally declares them clean. But now look at us. When we’re cured from the leprosy of sin, just like these lepers everything flip-flops:

· We become separated from the world, & Integrated into the body
of Christ. “9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 1 Peter 2:9-10.
· We experience Spiritual Segregation from sin & condemnation,
and Spiritual Integration with all other believers.
· Once we were dead in our trespasses and sins, isolated from God. But now through the blood of Christ we who were once far away are now brought near. Eph. 2:11-13.
· At one time we were children of wrath, but through the sacrifice of Christ and our acceptance of the sacrifice by faith we have been transferred from the domain of darkness into His glorious, His marvelous kingdom of light!
 
So, Sin segregates us from God & integrates us with evil; while Grace does just the opposite! But unlike the lepers who have to go through a time- consuming process before they are declared clean, the moment we receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior we are declared clean, declared righteous. There is nothing for us to do; Jesus has already taken care of it all through His death and resurrection! “For by grace you have been saved through faith not of your own doing. It is the gift of God. Not works lest any man should boast.” Eph. 2:8-9.

Sin messed everything up…but God made everything right!
III. A Common Need:

I believe one other thing that Luke wanted us to see in this account was that we are all in the same boat when it comes to sin and the effects of sin and the common need for a savior.

We’re told that there were 10 lepers healed, and at least one of them was a Samaritan, a half breed according to orthodox Jews, part Jew and part Gentile. This understanding came about when the Northern kingdom was conquered by Shalmaneser V of  the Assyrians in 722 BC and the tribes of the Northern kingdom were then forced to inter-marry with the surrounding Gentile population thus creating what was seen as a compromised people, half breeds. And they were despised by the rest of the Jewish population. We’re told in John 4:9; “Jews have no dealings with Samaritans”. But in spite of their cultural differences and animosity towards each other, here we see both Jew and Samaritan living together as lepers. Sin levels the playing field. It doesn’t matter our economic standing, or our culture, our race  or our gender. The Bible tells us that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. That no one is righteous in God’s sight. We are all in that sinking boat, Jew and Gentile alike, and there is only one cure for our condition, only one life raft that can save us from impending doom and disaster, God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Here Luke paints such a vivid picture of all this, a Jew and a Samaritan living together in their shared misery and isolation.

IV. An Issue of Faith:
So these 10 men who are in a miserable state of being lepers, see Jesus approaching their village and beg Him to show them mercy. That is to heal them. In Vs. 14 we see what happened; “14 When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed.”

It’s not surprising to most of us that Jesus healed these people—he had made a habit of healing people who asked him to do so. What is interesting in this account, however, is how he healed them. He did not touch them; he didn’t pronounce healing on the spot. Rather, he told them to go and show themselves to the priests.

This command makes little sense to us, but it made sense in the context of the Jewish law. As we’ve just discussed, anyone with leprosy or any other communicable disease must go to the priest in order to get a clean bill of health. If, after the allotted time had passed and the priest still could find no trace of the skin disease, they would be declared clean, and would be permitted back into the society.

But the interesting thing here is, He told them to go to the priest before they had been healed. He was basically telling them to act in faith, believing that somehow they would be cleansed. And, apparently all ten of the lepers did as they were told. They may not have had a robust faith, but they all believed in Jesus enough to take him at his word, even though it really didn’t make much sense from a human perspective.

In the account in Luke, we don’t have any indication that these ten men argued with Jesus. They may have been somewhat reluctant to do what he said, thinking that they would be embarrassed to show up before the priest without having been healed, but they did it anyway. They really had no other option to them. I mean, to them it was worth a shot! Got nothin’ to lose! How often do we get ourselves in that position before God? We’ve done everything we can think of but it’s not working. After fretting and being anxious about it we finally get to the point of desperation and throw up a prayer to God. It’s really not the kind of faith Jesus is looking for in us, but at times He’ll take it. 

The result was that all of these men were healed. They did what Jesus told them to do, even though it didn’t make much sense from a human perspective. They knew that the only chance they had at healing was to do what Jesus said. And when they did, they received blessing. They received healing because He chose to heal them, but He involved their faith in it.  There were times when Jesus healed people because they believed. There were many times when He healed people who didn't believe.  In fact, there were times when He raised dead people and they can't believe.  So there were times when faith played a role, and times when it did not.  In this case, He asked them to simply exhibit enough faith to do what He said.

V. True Gratitude:

All ten of the men were apparently healed of their leprosy, but the story doesn’t end there. Instead, we see one man’s response to Jesus’ healing.

“15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan.”  Vss. 15-16.

Of the ten men who were healed of leprosy only one came running back to Jesus to thank him. The others were apparently so focused on their physical healing that the prospect of going back to thank the healer probably never occurred to them. Pastor Brian Bell notes:
· How grateful the men should have been for the providence of God that brought Jesus into their area.
· How grateful the men should have been for the love that caused Him to pay attention to them and their need.
· How grateful the men should have been for the grace and power of God that brought about their healing.
So often, once a man has got what he wants, he never comes back! But before we are too harsh on these 9 apparently ingrateful lepers, what is our own GQ? (Gratitude Quotient?
A. How often do we take our blessings for granted and fail to thank the Lord? “Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!” (Ps.107:8)
B. Too often we are content to enjoy the gift, but we forget the Giver. We are quick to pray, but slow to praise. God gave us his only Son and often we never give to him even a word of thanks. Our thanksgiving for the salvation we have received because of God’s mercy and grace should be the first thing on our lips each and every morning!
They should have formed an impromptu men’s choir & sung Ps.103:1-5. [Read Ps.103:1-5 together!]

One did come back. The Samaritan who was healed thought it best to run back to Jesus and fall at his feet in gratitude. And we’re told that he did three things that are characteristics of true gratitude:
· First, he glorified God with a loud voice. Vs. 15b. Perhaps a voice that now was able to do what it hadn't been able to do for years. Glorifying God simply means to acknowledge His greatness and give Him honor by praising and worshiping Him, primarily because He, and He alone, deserves to be praised, honored and worshiped. God’s glory is the essence of His nature, and we give glory to Him by recognizing that essence. Look up 1 Chronicles 16:28-29 and Isaiah 42:8.
· Secondly, he worshipped Him. “And he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet”, Vs. 16a. He knew where the power had come from, he knew who had healed him and he knew Jesus was more than a mere man because he doesn't just glorify God, he fell on his face at His feet.  He worships Him.  And he knew, but they all knew, Samaritan and Jew, that God and God alone was to be worshiped.  He takes a worshiping posture.
· Thirdly, he gives thanksgiving for his healing. He came to realize that it was God in Christ that had given him his gift of healing, and his posture encompassing his giving Jesus glory and honor and praise or thanksgiving saying, "I want a relationship with You, I want everything You have to give."  He knew he was in the presence of God.

The other nine? Well, they were all healed from a horrible disease. Receiving physical healing is an amazing miracle to the recipient. Physical healing is a great blessing…but it ends at death. So while it’s wonderful to experience the miracle of physical healing, it’s even more wonderful to experience the gift of eternal salvation, that doesn’t end with our physical death! And that’s exactly what that Samaritan received from the Lord who not only acted on faith that he would be healed, but also returned to give Glory, worship and thanksgiving to the giver of his new life free from leprosy. “And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”
They were all made physically well, so there must be something else that Jesus was saying here. The phrase, “has made you well” is from the Greek word, sōzō and in the Gospels it’s used for salvation. In the epistles for the word, “saved”. The literal translation then is; “Rise and go your way; your faith has saved you”. It’s the same phrase Jesus used in Luke 7:50 concerning the woman who anointed His feet. The Samaritan’s 9 friends would eventually be declared clean by the priest, but he was declared saved by the Son of God!

Conclusion
How’s your GQ?
· Can you agree with the new convert who says; “To save such a sinner as I am, God will never hear the end of it!”
· C.H. Spurgeon once said; “We often write our blessings in the sand, and we engrave our complaints in marble!” Is that how you handle life?
· Do you ever pray to God for the sole purpose of just praising Him?
· We often move from Praise to Petition in our prayers far to quickly. See how long you can be in prayer to God before you ask Him for something.

We have much to be thankful for, do we not?

Thirteen years before his conversion, John Wesley had a conversation late one night with the porter of his college that deeply impressed him and convinced him that there was more to Christianity than as yet he had found. Wesley discovered that the man had only one coat and that nothing had passed his lips that day, except a drink of water, and yet his heart was full of gratitude to God. Wesley said, “You thank God when you have nothing to wear, nothing to eat, and no bed to lie upon. What else do you thank him for?” “I thank him,” answered the porter, “that He has given me my life and being, and a heart to love Him, and a desire to serve Him”. 

We need to work at consistently putting God first in our lives, not because it will benefit us, but because He is worthy of our worship. As you go into this week work at becoming more like the Samaritan than the other nine lepers. Be grateful for what He has given you, but also for the fact that He wants a relationship with you. Strive to live for Him…without asking what’s in it for you.        Let’s pray…
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