The Gospel of John 6:30-40

How He Loves Us
· I so love the song Angi did this morning: “How He Loves Us”
· At one of the lowest points of my life these lyrics were profoundly life giving to me:
· "When all of a sudden, I am unaware of these
Afflictions eclipsed by glory
And I realize just how beautiful You are
And how great your affections are for me."
· I’m always moved when I hear it again
· Thank you ladies.

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 6:30-40
· We’re working our way through the Gospel of John
· And we’re currently in John chapter 6
· Last week we began looking at a dialogue between Jesus and a group of hungry Hebrews
· This dialogue begins at verse 25 and continues through verse 59
· It’s too long to cover in any one message
· So I’m breaking it up into bite size pieces
· Last week we went through to verse 29
· Today we’ll pick up the discourse at verse 30 and go to verse 40
· Read and pray: John 6:30-40

30 So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”

32 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”

34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.”

35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”

How did we get here?
· Just to bring you up to date in the story…
· At the beginning of John 6 Jesus feed the multitude by miraculously multiplying a boy’s lunch of bread and fish. (verses 1-12)
· The multitude having ate their fill and having witnessed the sick being healed…
· Wanted to make Jesus their political and military king by force. (verse 15)
· Jesus sends his disciples to Capernaum on the other side of the lake
· And goes off to a mountain by himself to pray. (verses 15-16)
· Jesus walks on the water and meets up with his disciples in the middle of the lake
· Then he supernaturally transports them and their boat to the other side of the lake (verses 16-21)
· The next day these hungry Hebrews are looking for their next meal
· They’d heard that Jesus has crossed the lake
· So they cross the lake to find him…
· And breakfast. (verses 22-24)
· And this dialogue begins at verse 25
· The hungry Hebrews want another free meal
· Jesus is offering a relationship of love trust with The Creator of the universe
· In verse 28 the crowd asks Jesus: 
· “What must we do to do the works God requires?”
· In verse 29 Jesus answers:
· “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”
· They want to know what type of work they must do 
· And Jesus says: “Trust Me”
· That brings us to verse 30
· And today’s message

The ongoing clash between realities continues
· The temporal and the eternal
· The natural and the supernatural
· The physical and the spiritual
· The hungry Hebrews continue their quest for another free meal
· Jesus is offering them the Bread of Life

Jesus answers their third question: 
· The first two questions were:
·  “Rabbi, when did you get here?” (verse 25)
· “What must we do to do the works God requires?” (verse 28)
· The third question being found here in verse 30
· 30 So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 
· They go on to make a statement and even quote scripture
· 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.
· That’s from Psalm 105:40
· Can you imagine:
· Quoting the word to The Word made flesh dwelling among us. 
· Wow.
· We can clearly see that these hungry Hebrews are fixated on the temporal, the natural and the physical.
· They want free food!
· There’s no concern whatsoever for the eternal, the supernatural or the spiritual.

· These hungry Hebrews are trying to manipulate Jesus into providing daily bread for them.
· Just like their forefather had during the Exodus. 
· Read Exodus 16 when you have a chance
· Don’t you hate being manipulated?
· I do, I can sniff it out a mile away
· I particularly hate it when the manipulators employ scripture
· That’s exactly what they’re trying to do to Jesus here:
· “…he fed them well with the bread of heaven.” ~ Psalm 105:40

Jesus responds and clarifies in verses 32-33
· 32 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”
· It is as if Jesus is saying, "What other work will I do? This is the work: 
· To give you The Word of God and with it salvation in me and through Me. 
· This is the spiritual bread you must feast on to have life."
· Can you see how Jesus is trying to once again lift their minds above earthly things on to heavenly realities?
· This is a reoccurring theme throughout this Gospel
· He is once again trying to change their focus
· Jesus wants them to understand that He is needed for their spiritual sustenance…
· Just as bread is necessary for their physical survival.
· But as I read this, it’s my opinion that they’re still not getting it.
· I think they’re still fixated on what they know
· On the way it was done before
· On what they can get out of it.
· They remember the stories of manna from heaven
· And can still taste yesterday’s supernatural lunch in their mouths
· Jesus can call it anything he wants, just give us more bread!!
· They’re response to Jesus in verse 34 reveals their hearts
· 34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.”

· David Guzik comments on verse 34
· When we are hungry, we feel as though food will answer all our problems. It's the same way with almost all other practical difficulties we find ourselves in. Just as Jesus tried to lift their understanding above their material, physical needs, so we need to have our minds lifted.

Jesus’ Bold Declaration
· The People aren’t getting it so Jesus make a bold declaration
· He makes another of his great “I AM” Statements
· This “I AM” surely must of had a profound impact on these hungry Hebrews
· Especially since they where just referencing Moses to Jesus
· You would think that when a Jew heard the phrase “I AM” that their minds would go to only one place. Exodus 3:14
· God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 
· The phrase had only one meaning to the Hebrew mind:
· I AM GOD
· Right?


· Verse 35-36
· 35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 
· Jesus could be more blunt
· But sadly, they still don’t get it!
· People won’t hear what they don’t want to hear
· They effectively filter it out
· Jesus yet again, tries to get their eyes off of bread and on to the greater spiritual realities. 
· To change their focus
· To change their confidence from bread to Jesus.
· And the issue at hand is still trust
· You have seen me and still you do not believe (trust)
· Yes, once again John is using that same Greek root word for believe: Pistis
· Meaning trust
· Jesus’ heart cry is repeatedly this: “TRUST ME!” 
· It was his heart cry then and it’s his heart cry to you this very day
· His arms are open wide to you
· And he’s inviting you into a relationship of love and trust
· Listen to verses 37-40

Jesus is worthy of your trust
· 37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”
· Jesus is worthy of your trust for so many reasons:
· Because he perfectly satisfies our spiritual hunger 
· Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. (verse 35)
· Because he receives all who come to Him
· 37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. (verse 37)
· Because he isn't interested in His own agenda, but His Father's 
· 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. (verse 38)
· Because he will keep safe all those who come to Him
· 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. (verse 39)
· And because the destiny of those who trust Him is eternal life 
· 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” (verse 40)

What’s our Monday Morning take away?
· What’s your focus?
· What is your heart, mind and body focused on?
· It is so easy to focus on the world around us
· It screams for our attention
· But maybe it’s time for a change?
· Let’s change our focus
· Let’s change our focus from:
· The temporal to the eternal
· The natural to the supernatural
· The physical to the spiritual
· Let’s change our focus by applying verse 40 to our lives
· Let’s look to the Son
· Or as Hebrews 12:1-2 
· “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.
· Let’s live with our eyes fixed on Jesus
· And let’s trust him
· He’s worthy of our trust
· Let’s Pray
· Lord change our focus
· Open our blind spiritual eyes
· Help us look to you, trust you and fix our eyes on you
· Lord give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation that we might know you better
· Lord I pray that the eyes of our hearts may be enlightened in order that we may know the hope to which he have called us
· Make it so oh God, make it so.
