Part 4
The Gate Opener
We Ride to Serve


As followers of Jesus Christ – we are all called to be servants.
We’ve been using the example of the guy that steps off his horse to open the gate for others to ride through…as a picture of what it looks like to serve others.

We are called to open gates…so that other followers of Christ can ride through the gate and out to gather those far from God 
And… so that those far from God can ride through to find Jesus.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


We’ve learned that to do this…

· 1st – We must lower our position to fulfill our mission.
· 2nd – We must go from being a consumer to being a contributor.
· 3rd – Jesus promises blessings to those who serve.
· 4th – Serving others is often a test of our love for God. 
· Pass: Obedience = change of heart = heart change leads to serving others in love.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Last few weeks many of you have stepped up and said – “I want to serve.”
Thank you for stepping out and serving!
THANK YOU!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Today, I want to wrap up this series by teaching one last benefit, reward, or blessing that we gain when we choose to a “GATE OPENER”…




Those who serve – are those who feel CONNECTED. 

· EX – Jamaica Mission Trip – While I was in college 1996– I worked at my home church for the summer - Suffered for Jesus - went with a group from our church growing up to help put on a VBS in Jamaica. 8-10 of us – I roomed with an amazing gentleman named Sam Skinner. We served a church off the beaten path in a poor area of Jamaica. No air condition, no privacy, bars on the windows, gangs, drugs, driving on the wrong side of the road. But we saw kids come to Jesus and we were able to see them baptized in a pool. To this day I love telling about that experience, and I love those people. 

· How did this connection take place? 

· “Those I sweat with – I connect with.”

· EX – 
· Played a sport together – you connect with.
· Work out with at the Gym
· Work calves with
· Fight a war with
· Do life and ministry with
· I’m hear to tell you that there is no greater connection in life then the SPIRITUALY CONNECTION we build when we Serve God and others together. 

· When we serve along side each other.
· We grow in our love for one another.
· We grow in our love for God.
· We grow in our love for the unchurched.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sadly - There are so many people that come to church and never feel connected.
· They…
· Sit in a chair
· Sing a little
· Shake someone’s hand when it’s time
· Listen 
· Leave
· Never connecting to anyone

· This is not God’s plan for the church! 

God wants all of us to… connect deeply to Him and to other believers!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Paul, the author of most of the NT – Church starter – writing a letter to the church in the town of Philippi….

Listen to Paul’s desire for the church…

· Philippians 2:1-2 – “1Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate? Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose.”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Cool things about our church is…
· We know who we are.
· We know what we value.
· We know our mission.
·  “We lead people to ride for Christ.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


What Paul says would make him happy – and I know what makes God happy is when we…
· “Agree wholeheartedly” – in other words we’re like-minded in our values and mission. 
·  “Love one another” 
· “Work together” – or – “serve together” to fulfill that MISSION! 

· And when you do – you will connect deeply to God and others! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What happens when we have this deep connection/bond through serving God and others?



1st - We can change our story.


Saul/Paul

· Wasn’t always a Christian.
· He actually murdered Christians/ hated them.
· But then He became one.
· And naturally wanted to start serving God and telling the world about Jesus.

· Problem was – He didn’t have anyone to serve with.
· The other disciples – didn’t believe he had changed.
· A month before he was killing Christians
· And now he wants to lead a bible study???

But… Paul decide to reach out.

· He decided to CONNECT – and it changed not only his story – it CHANGED HISTORY!

· Acts 9:26-28 – “26When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but they were all afraid of him. They did not believe he had truly become a believer! 27Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them how Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had spoken to Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus. 28So Saul stayed with the apostles and went all around Jerusalem with them, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord.”

· Paul was one friend away from changing His destiny. 
· That friend was Barnabas. 
· Barnabas staked his reputation on Paul.
· And it’s through connecting with Barnabas ---that the disciples gave Paul a chance. 
· The rest is HISTORY!  


· Point:
· Who we connect with can change our story for good.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



EX – Godly Friendships/Mentor – helped change my story.

Mentor’s like…
· Billy Morgan
· Dean Melton
· Odus Compton
· David Gray

· I pursued their friendship
· We did life together
· We served God and others together…

· And they helped change my story.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Hebrews 10:24 –  24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds…”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Because we connected they spurred me on to do good things…

· EX – 
· When I wanted to date the wrong person…
· They spoke truth in love and helped change my story.
· When I was wondering what path I needed to take…
· They helped me choose the right  path.
· When I questioned God…
· They helped get me past my doubts. 

· Our connection was centered around God, friendship, and serving together, and they helped change my story!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


PLEASE HEAR THIS…

You are one friend away from changing your story.


EX – You’re one connection away from…
· A better marriage
· Overcoming addiction
· Becoming a better leader
· From understanding your purpose and giftedness.
· Growing in you Faith like never before

· And the best place to find these friends is in the church serving God. 
· On a team
· In a Ranch Group.

· If you want connection – then it’s time you commit to serving God and others.

By connecting to others through serving God together…

1st – We can change our story. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



2nd thing that happens when we connect through serving others…




2nd - The world takes notice and we can change the world!



· John 13:35 – “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."


The world will know that we love God – by how we love and serve each other!

· When we serve one another.
· When we connect to God and each other.
· We can change the world
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



How?
· See the world is looking for the same thing we’re looking for.

· They are looking for someone or a group of people that they can connect with…

· A group they…
· “Agree wholeheartedly with” 
·  “A community that loves one another” 
· “A friend they can work together with to accomplish something bigger than themselves! 

· And we have the privilege of offering them that connection!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


The people in our community are watching us…
· They are watching… how we serve each other and love each other.
· Watching how we… serve those outside the church.

· And its our service… that has led many people to come to church and finding Christ.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EX
· EASTER – CHANCE TO CONNECT AND SERVE THE WORLD AROUND US!
· Some of you are now connected to God and serving in the church because of what you saw and experienced at Easter.
· Songs
· Food
· Kids events
· Connected you to God and others!

· Through our arena events.
· Ranch Rodeos
· Barrel Races
· Serving Food at schools
· Our partnerships with local organizations.
· Salvation Army
· NW Junior Rodeo Assoc
· Sponsoring Local Events
· Chuckwagon feed at the Elks Rodeo
· Serving our community when natural disasters happen.
· Tornado
· Fires
· Partnering with Youth and Family Shelter
· The Forgotten Initiative – Foster Families

· Through the service to the Community - we have seen lives changed. 


And those who serve have seen first hand peoples lives changed right before their eyes!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Closing:

Some of you are here today – and you feel unconnected.
· You feel lonely.
· You don’t know anyone’s name.
· You feel like no one knows your name.

· Ask yourself: 

· Where can I start serving God and others?
· What do I need to do to connect with the right people?
· Is there anyone I need to disconnect with?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



You can’t serve w/o being connected. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]AND SERVING TOGETHER FOR GOD’S GLORY …IS BETTER THAN ANYTHING IN LIFE!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Leave you with the words of Psalmist…

· Psalm 84:10 – “10A single day in your courts is better than a thousand anywhere else! I would rather be a gatekeeper in the house of my God than live the good life in the homes of the wicked.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Bow heads:

· Would say, “I know what’s missing now? I need to start building friendships with other people by serving God and others.”

· “I want to feel connected to something bigger than myself?”

· Raise hands


· Pray of commitment: 
· Lord show me where you want me to start serving?
· “Show me what do I need to do to connect to the right people?”
· “I want to serve God.”
· “I want to change the world for Your glory.”
· “I’m ready to step out and serve God and others!”

How many of you would say – “I’m making that commitment today?”


Closing Prayer:

Lord connect us to each other – by using us to be gate openers.
Teach us how to serve others.
And may we do it for your glory! Amen
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