The Gospel of John 16: 1-15

Intro
· Open Bibles to The Gospel of John chapter 16
· We’re working our way through John’s Gospel
· Today we begin Chapter 16
· I’ll cover verses 1 through 15
· I’ll read a few verses at a time and offer my commentary
· Context
· This is what’s known as the upper room discourse
· Jesus is sharing a final Passover meal with his closest friends prior to his arrest
· Since chapter 13 he has been sharing profound truths with them
· As well as comforting them
· They’re very upset that Jesus said he is going away
· This dynamic continues in chapter 16

Verses 1-2
“All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a service to God. 
· What has Jesus told them so that they will not fall away?
· That the world hates them 
· John 15:18
· “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.”
· Last week I explained that “the world” refers to the religious professionals of Jesus’ day.
· The Scribes, Pharisees and the Chief Priests
· The first part of verse 2, chapter 16 makes that perfectly clear:
· They will put you out of the synagogue
· Jesus makes some sobering statements in these two verses
· He’s not say it might happen
· Or that it could happen
· He’s saying it will happen
· They will put you out of the synagogue
· anyone who kills you… 
· There are difficult days ahead for the disciples
· And Jesus is taking this special time together to prepare them

Verse 3
· In verse 3 Jesus goes on to explain how these religious leaders could be so wrong 
· and why they would do these terrible things…
· They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 
· How could they be so wrong?
· Why would they do such terrible things?
· For a lack of knowing
· Not a lack of knowledge
· But a lack of knowing
· They knew neither Jesus nor the Father
· The Greek word used in verse 3 for “known” is ginosko
· It means to know relationally
· It’s an intimate, personal and experiential knowing
· Ginosko is a Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse
· A deeply intimate and personal experience
· The religious leader had knowledge
· They were well studied in the torah and the law
· But they didn’t know God
· and they didn’t know his Son
· They had lifetimes of information
· What they lacked was intimacy
· And because of that lack they murdered their long awaited Messiah
· And will soon murder his disciples
· All the while thinking… they are offering a service to God
· Author Barbara Brown Taylor says in her book: 
· Leaving Church: A Memoir of Faith”
· “As a general rule, I would say that human beings never behave more badly toward one another than when they believe they are protecting God.” 
· So sadly true 

Verse 4-6
I have told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, but now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these things. 
· Jesus continues to comfort his disciple over the fact that he is going away
· Additionally he’s offering them warning and instructions concerning the future
· In the next verses he offers an explanation for his going 
· and encouragement

Verse 7
But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
· Jesus has something for us
· Something that Jesus himself (as one with the Father) will send to us
· Something good, extremely good
· Something better for all of us
· The Holy Spirit
· With the Holy Spirit it’s not just Jesus and a handful of close friend
· Now it is God alive, active and abiding within each and everyone one of us.
· It saddens me that so many in Christianity today view the Holy Spirit as optional
· He’s not optional
· No honest reading of scripture couldn’t possibly come to such a conclusion
· The Holy Spirit is essential
· And not simply for functional purposes
· But for intimate purposes
· So that we may personally ginosko God
· The Out pourning of the Holy Spirit isn’t an after thought
· Or a salvage plan
· It was THE purpose from the beginning
· God one with us
· Alive inside us
· Intimate of intimate!

· Please, go home and read and re-read 1 Corinthians
· Specifically chapters 1 and 2
· In it Paul explains the value and benefit of the indwelling Spirit o f God
· Here’s a taste:
· Chapter 2 verses 6-10
We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. However, as it is written:

“What no eye has seen,
    what no ear has heard,
and what no human mind has conceived” -
    the things God has prepared for those who love him –
these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.

· Do you see that there is a revelation of truth that comes only by the indwelling Holy Spirit?
· What a profound level of connection and oneness!

And there’s more in verses 10-16
The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human judgments, for,

“Who has known the mind of the Lord
    so as to instruct him?”
But we have the mind of Christ.

· We know, we ginosko God, we know his thoughts and he ours because he lives within us
· We have the mind of Christ because Jesus sent the Holy Spirit, the Advocate to us
· With the Holy Spirit abiding in us we understand spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words
· Without the Holy Spirit we’re like the Pharisees, like those described in verse 14
· The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.

· My friends, Christianity doesn’t make sense without the Holy Spirit
· More than that, it’s impossible without the Holy Spirit
· This relationship was never designed with operate without the indwelling Spirit of God
· It’s entirely essential
· Back to John 16

Verses 8-11
When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because people do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.
· Here Jesus explains that when the Holy Spirit comes he will clarify a few things
· Things “the world” (religious leaders) have been wrong about
· Who are those concerned about the topics of:
· Sin, righteousness and judgment?
· The un-churched or religious leaders?
· Yep, more evidence that “the world” refers to Pharisees
· Sin
· about sin, because people do not believe in me; 
· About the cancer of sin because trust between God and man has been violated - back in the garden.
· Righteousness
· about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 
· About the restoration of right relationship, of trust, between us and the Father 
· Because Jesus took in our place, in his own body the only antidote for that cancer of sin.
· Judgment
· and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.
· Judgment against the devil not against the sons and daughters he loves with a great and lavish love.
· Jesus has more to say about the Holy Spirit in verses 12-15e Jesu

Verses 12
“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 
· Have you ever had this experience with the Lord?
· I have. He reveals truths or insights to me incrementally
· At a pace he knows is best for me
· We use to have a yellow lab named Sunny
· We had to portion out her food
· Because, if I split open a 50 lb bag, she’d eat until she’d explode
· We knew better, we knew what was best for her
· God knows what’s best for us
· God is completely into process
· He’s all about the journey together
· Destinations are task based
· Journeys are vastly more relational
· God will always have more to say to us
· More than we can bear at the moment
· But there is time and he will share


Verse 13a
But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. 
· The Spirit of Truth will guide us into all the truth
· Guys, this is why the Holy Spirit is essential and not optional
· It is the Holy Spirit that leads us into truth
· It’s just not enough to have an academic and intellectual comprehension of the things of God
· The Pharisees had that  and it did not serve them well
· We need the Holy Spirit alive and active in us if we ever hope to be guided into all the truth

Verse 13b
He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.
· Just like Jesus said of himself in John 5:19
· “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
· Such a beautiful picture of the oneness and unity shared among the Trinity
· They speak with one singular voice
· They act with one mind
· This is what we have been invited into
· Will see this further in Chapter 17

· And not only will the Holy Spirit speak what he hears he will…
· He will tell us what is to come
· He will give us revelatory insights in the journey ahead
· This is a good thing, a very good thing
· We need the Holy Spirit
· And the prophetic insights he has for us
· This is what Paul exhorts us to in 1 Corinthians 14:1 
· Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.
· Because the gifts of the Holy Spirit function through people, they’re messy.
· And organized religion hates messy
· Messy is hard to contain and control
· Plus it looks bad 
· And what would people think?
· What will the neighbors say?
· So, for far too long we have thrown out the baby with the bath water
· We’ve ignored the Holy Spirit
· Locked up the gifts in a closet
· And sent those messy people away
· I’m determined to see that change
· The Holy Spirit is a gift from the Father
· Sent by Jesus
· There IS a right, good, holy and healthy way to live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
· I’m totally on that adventure
· And you’re all welcomed to come along!

Verses 14-15
He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.”
· Maybe this is a key for us going forward
· The gifts get messy when man grabs the glory
· President Harry S. Truman said:
· “It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit.”
· The work of the Holy Spirit will glorify God
· This is a clearly stated truth
· The Pharisees will still judge, however
· After all Jesus flowed perfectly in the Spirit and with the Father
· And they killed him
· But it is a helpful principle for us going forward

· I love how Jesus once again paints a picture of how the Trinity operates
· He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.”
· Let it be so with us
· Let’s pray

Close in Prayer
· Oh Lord…
· Send us the Advocate
· Send us the Spirit of Truth 
· Lead us, the Charlottetown Vineyard in to all truth

Ministry Time
· If you have any prayer needs today
· Please come forward during our final song and people will pray for you
