Destiny

I.  Intro
1.  Open Bibles to Colossians 3:1-3

2.  Phil & I are preaching monthly on Mosaic Values
A.  Presence of God
B.  Community
C.  Destiny
D.  Honor
a.  Today I’m speaking on Destiny

3.  Three Points
A.  Perspective
B.  What does the word say concerning destiny?
C.  What is your destiny?

4.  Read & pray Colossians 3:1-3
A.   1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
B.  Pray

II.  Perspective
1.  Set Your…
A.  Twice in verses 1& 2 Saint Paul exhorts us to “Set our hearts and minds on things above.”
B.  In verse two he adds “not on earthly things”
2.  What are the “Above Things”?
A.  NIV: Above
B.  Phillips & NLT: Heavenly
C.  Amplified: Eternal
D.  Message: Christ
a.   “So if you’re serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the things over which Christ presides. Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things right in front of you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ—that’s where the action is. See things from his perspective.”
E.  Can with agree with these bible translators and say that the “Things Above” at the very least include: God, Heaven and Eternity?
a.  Good, let me ask a couple of questions…

3.  So, how big is God – what are the attributes of God?
A.  Omniscient: He knows everything
B.  Omnipotent: He’s all powerful
C.  Omnipresent: He’s present everywhere all the time.
D.  Eternal: No beginning, no end, not confided to time.
E.  Immutable: God never changes: He’s the same yesterday, today and forever
F.  Incomprehensible: he’s beyond our understanding
G.  Self-Existent: Depends on nothing for his existence, “I am who I am”.
H.  Infinite: He’s limitless; the Heavens cannot contain him.
I.  Sovereign: He’s in total control and he’s totally supreme
J.  Additionally
a.  He’s: Holy, Just, Righteous, Merciful, Loving, Wise, Faithful and Good.
b.  God’s is big, really big!
i.  He needs nothing, absolutely nothing
ii.  But he wants something – You!
iii.  We could set our hearts and minds on him eternally
· Which brings me to my second question

4.  How long is Eternity?
A.  Let me demonstrate
a.  I saw this online, someone posted it on Facebook, I’m not sure who to give credit.
B.  Have someone take the end of rope and walk it up the center isle 
a.  This rope represents eternity
b.  This red tip represents your life here on Earth
C.  The rope represents the things above
a.  The red tip represents earthly things

5.  Are you with me?
A.  God is BIG!
B.  Eternity is BIG!
C.  The Things above are BIG!
D.  Earthly things are NOT!
a.  OK, with that as a foundation let’s talk destiny

III.   What does the word say concerning destiny
1.  Of Jeremiah God said: (1:5)
A.  “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
   before you were born I set you apart; 
   I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

2.  Jeremiah 29:11
A.  For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

3.  Proverbs 16:9
A.  The mind of man plans his way, 
But the Lord directs his steps.



4.  Hebrews 12:1-2
A.   1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith.

5.  Romans 8:28-30
A.   28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

6.  The word say that God…
A.  Knew us before the womb
B.  He has plans for us
C.  He directs our steps
D.  He’s marked out a race for us
E.  He is both author and perfecter
F.  There was foreknowledge and predestination
a.  Is it just me or does this sound like destiny?

7.  So what do we know so far?
A.  God is Big
B.  Eternity is Long
C.  We have a destiny
D.  And we’re to set our hearts and minds on things above and NOT on earthly things.
a.  Right?


IV.  What is your destiny and how do you fulfill it?
1.  Back to the Rope
A.  Why do we focus so much on this little red part?
a.  Why do we focus so much on the earthly things?

2.  Throughout the course of human history
A.  Kingdoms rise and fall
a.  Civilizations come and go
b.  Corporation are built and sold
c.  Fortunes are made and lost
d.  Fame burns brightly and fades away
e.  Jobs, careers come and go
B.  Denomination are birthed, live and die
a.  Churches are planted and churches die
i.  Ask me, I know.
b.  I’ve read that the average life span of a move of God is about 30 years
i.  10 years up, 10 years plateau, 10 years down
c.  Ministries comes and goes
C.  This church is not your destiny
a.  It’s not my destiny
b.  It’s not even Phil’s destiny
c.  The Mosaic Vineyard is simply a connecting point on the journey
D.  Airport Analogy

3.  Destiny isn’t a “What” but a “Who”
A.  Our ultimate destiny is Him
a.  It all began with Him and it all ends with Him
B.  Destiny is relationally based, not accomplishment based
a.  Destiny is not about accomplishment, it’s about relationship
i.  Accomplishments crumble away
ii.  They always have and they always will
iii.  Relationships are eternal
C.  That’s why Jesus said in Mark 8:36
a.  “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?”


4.  This is your destiny
A.  Your destiny is son and daughter of Father!
B.  Our destiny is Bride to the most amazing Bridegroom!

5.  Back to my main verse
A.  Why does the word tell us NOT to focus on earthy things?
a.  Because our fallen nature is drawn to them.
b.  Why, because since the fall we find our identity in what we do and not in who’s we are.
c.  We’re literally hell bent trying to live Independently from God 
d.  We’re not to focus on earthly things because they are passing away
B.  Then why this journey?
a.  Why the red part of the rope?
b.  To reestablish trust
c.  The trust that was lost in the garden
d.  Where’s there no trust, there’s no relationship

6.  Set your mind on things above…
A.  You see, with an eye toward eternity:
a.  It doesn’t matter if you live in a mansion or a grass hut
b.  It doesn’t matter if you live 30 years or 90
c.  It’s doesn’t matter what you accomplish
d.  It doesn’t matter how much money or stuff you have
e.  It doesn’t matter how big your ministry is 
f.  Your reputation doesn’t matter
g.  Your opinion of yourself doesn’t even matter
B.  Each path is individually designed
a.  No two are alike
b.  His ways are not our ways
c.  In God’s economy
i.  Down is up
ii.  Last is first
iii.  Death is life
iv.  Servants are greatest
v.  The foolish are chosen
vi.  The meek inherit the earth
vii.  The humble are exalted
viii.  And Love never ever fails – never!
C.  The only thing that matters is that you know how extravagantly and lavishly the Father loves you.
a.  Your destiny is this: Intimacy with God Almighty
D.   1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
E.  Let’s pray
a.  Lord set us free from earthly things
b.  May we find our identity, purpose and destiny in you alone
c.  Reveal to us the lavish and extravagant love you have for each of us.
