Gifts of the Spirit 8

I Intro
1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

2. Gifts of the Spirit 1& 2 
A. Laid a solid biblical foundation for the series

3. Gifts of the Spirit 3, 4 & 5
A. We looked at the Gifts of Discernment: The Eyes of God
a. The Word of Wisdom
b. Word of Knowledge
c. and Discernment of Spirits

4. Gifts of the Spirit 6 & 7
A. We began looking at the Gifts of Power: The Hand of God
a. Faith and Healing and Miracles
b. So far we’ve looked at Faith and Healing

5. Last Week We Focused Specifically on the Gift of Healing
A. We Defined Healing as
a. The Gift of Healing is a special ability God that gives to certain members of the body of Christ. 
i. Through them God cures illnesses and restores health supernaturally, apart from natural means.
B. We Explained its Purpose
a. The Gift of Healing is intended to make broken people whole
i. Physically, emotionally or spiritually.
b. Healing builds up believers and is a sign to unbelievers.
c. Healing brings glory to God
C. How the Gift of Healing Works
a. You may feel Anointing on you, often on hands
b. You may feel a wave of Compassion
c. Or a strong sense of Justice
d. You may receive Revelation in one way or another
i. I’ve never seen healing work without revelation
e. Faith, A strong assurance that healing will come to pass
f. Finally, you’re moved to Action
i. You take the risk to say or do something

D. Offered some biblical examples
a. I found 127 references to healing in the bible, here are a few
b. Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy in Mathew 8
c. Jesus Heals the Blind and the Mute in Matthew 9
d. Peter Healing the sick and raising the dead in Acts 9

6. Today: The Gift of Miracles
A. We’ll Define it
B. Explain its Purpose
C. How it Works
D. Offer some Biblical Examples
E. We’ll end with ministry time
a. If you have spiritual eyes that see and ears that hear please begin listening to the Holy Spirit now.

7. Read and Pray 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
A. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.
B. I’m preaching this series for two main reasons?
a. To help foster healthier, better and more intimate communication between you and God.
b. And by that help you do what God has called you to do more effectively.

II Define The Gift of Miracles
1. Miracles are events where people and things are visibly and beneficially changed in an extraordinary way by the power of God working through an individual.
A. A miracle is a supernatural act; a temporary suspension of the natural order; an intervention into the course of nature as it is normally understood.

2. The Greek word used here is dunamis
A. Strong’s Concordance defines it as:
a. Strength, power or miracles
b. Specifically in this context - power for miracles
c. Dunamis is translated 7 times as miracles and 77 times as power.

3. It’s the same word Jesus used in Acts 1:8
A. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
B. And by Paul in Ephesians 3:20-21
a. “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen.”



III Purpose of The Gift of Miracles:
1. Signs and wonders are part of God's plan for extending the kingdom.
A. The proclamation of the kingdom is affirmed by demonstration of the kingdom.
a. Miracles vindicate the name of God and the gospel.
B. God's power is a sign and a wonder to the world. 
a. Everyone who witnesses a miracle stops and takes notice.
b. They see the sign and it causes them to wonder.
C. Additional purposes are as follows:

2. Deliverance of God’s people
A. The parting of the Red Sea in Exodus 14
B. Jesus calms the storm in Matthew 8
C. Peter’s miraculous escape from prison in Acts 12
a. We’ll look more closely at this miracle later on.

3. Provision
A. Water from the Rock in Exodus 17
B. Feeding 5000 in Mark 6

4. To Carry out Divine Judgment and Discipline
A. The Plagues of Egypt in Exodus chapters 7-11

5. Confirm the Preaching of the Word
A. Paul pronouncing blindness over Elymas the sorcerer and  false prophet in Acts 13
a. He was opposing Paul’s message of the Gospel and was trying to turn the Proconsul, Sergius Paulus from the faith.

6. To Raise the Dead
A. Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead in John 11
7. To display God’s power and magnificence.
A. Psalm 145:3-7
a. 3 Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;
    his greatness no one can fathom.
4 One generation commends your works to another;
    they tell of your mighty acts.
5 They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty -
    and I will meditate on your wonderful works.
6 They tell of the power of your awesome works -
    and I will proclaim your great deeds.
7 They celebrate your abundant goodness
    and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

IV How Does the Gift of Miracles Work?
1. How the gift operates
A. It is of course impossible to know how God works miracles but it is possible to know something about how the gift operates.

2. Emotions
A. Compassion
a. John 11 verse 33 and 38 tell us that Jesus was “deeply moved” concerning Lazarus’ death.
b. Jesus had compassion on the crowd and healed the sick in Matthew 14
c. Jesus has compassion on the crowd and feeds the 4000 in Matthew 15
d. Jesus has compassion and heals two blind men in Matthew 20
B. Passion
a. Back to Paul with the Elymas the sorcerer in Acts 13
i. Paul responds passionately to Elymas’ interference
ii. A righteous indignation that says enough is enough
b. Verses 9-12
i. 9 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 10 “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11 Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind for a time, not even able to see the light of the sun.” Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord.


3. Faith is in the Mix
A. Can be an overlapping with the Gift of Faith
a. On the part of the gifted person
i. That absolute conviction that this is God's will now
b. For example: raising the dead
i. The dead have no faith
· The resurrecter has faith, the resurrectee has no faith
B. Or faith on the part of the one receiving the miracle
a. Blind Bartimaeus receiving his sight in Mark 10: 51-52
b. “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.

2. Can Include Words and/or Actions
A. The miracle worker speaks the words, performs the act or both and the miracle is performed. 
a. For example Jesus heal the deaf and mute man in Mark 7
b. Jesus put his fingers in the man’s ears
c. Spit and touched the man’s tongue
d. And said “Be Opened”
e. And the man was miraculously healed
B. Take Note Here:
a. I don’t believe that we can initiate or unilaterally demand a miracle.
b. But we may, under the power and inspiration of the Holy Spirit be authorized to command a miracle.
c. “Be Opened” …in Jesus’ Name!

4. Spontaneous
A. Concerning the word miracles in 1 Corinthians 12
a. George Eldon Ladd, former professor of minister and professor of New Testament exegesis and theology at Fuller Theological Seminary says:
i. “The word here translated miracles is dunmis, which means power. The word dunamis suggest the capacity of someone to carry out some event and it denotes a spontaneous expression of such power.”


II Biblical Examples of The Gift of Miracles
1. I have already given ample biblical examples of miracles but let me look at just a couple more.

2. Jesus’ First Miracle: Turning Water to Wine - John 2:1-11
A. On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim. 8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” 11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
B. The Result:
a. A practical need was met
b. The glory of God was revealed
c. The power of God was demonstrated
d. The disciples believed
e. And hey, he made his mother happy

3. Peter’ Miraculous Escape from Prison in Acts 12:1-12
A. I referenced it briefly earlier, let’s look at it more closely now
It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.
6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were hoping would happen.”
12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!”
15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, “It must be his angel.”
16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished.17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about this,” he said, and then he left for another place.
18 In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become of Peter. 19 After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be executed.
B. The Result:
a. Again a practical need was met
b. The believer’s prayers were answered
c. The enemy’s plans were thwarted 
d. The power of God was demonstrated

4. Next Week: 
A. We’ll begin looking at The Gifts of Speech – The Mouth of God
a. Prophecy, Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues
B. We’ll begin with The Gift of Prophecy

III Ministry Time
1. Everybody Please Stand
A. Let’s Pray

