Easter 2013 The Cross: Punishment or Cure?

I Intro 
1 Open Bibles to 2 Corinthians 5:19

2 Happy Easter
A Welcome Back Greg
B Honored to speak this week at the Community Good Friday Service
a I was encouraged by some of our people to share that message again this morning
b I’ve modified it some for us.
C Good Friday & Easter Sunday are two of the most significant events in human history
a Along with Creation and the Incarnation

3 This Morning
A I want to take what might be a unique look at the Cross
a I want to ask some questions 
b Possibly challenge some common assumptions we have concerning the cross
c And I want to answer this question: 
i Is the Cross a Punishment or a Cure?
B I’ll return to my series on Mercy next Sunday

4 Read & Pray: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
A 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
B Underline or highlight 2 Corinthians 5:19… 
a “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”
b …I’ll be coming back to it

II The Cross as Punishment
1 Like many of you I was raised believing that 
A The justice of God demanded a sacrifice for sin
B That a holy and just God could not bear the presence of sin 
a And an atoning sacrifice was demanded
C That to satisfy His need for justice and His demand for holiness
a God the Father sent His own Son to earth to die, in the brutal agony of crucifixion, as punishment for the sins of mankind
D Jesus, in his great love paid the price and I get to go free
a Pretty good deal on my end
b Not so good for Jesus

2 But what does it say about THE Father?
A What would it say about ANY father?
B What would it say about ME if
a For example let’s say that I’m offended by your behavior
b In order to forgive you I need expend my wrath on my son
c So I take my only son Tommy out back where a few guys beat him to death with baseball bats while I watch from a distance.
d And once my wrath is expended and a price was paid for the offense and I got it was out of my system with “justice” satisfied you and I could now be friends
e Would you want to be my friend?
i Would you want to be friends with anyone who would brutally beat his innocent son to death?
f Would you want to be friends with anyone who would make his son pay a price he was unwilling to pay himself?

3 The crucifixion story most often told paints God the Father as an angry, blood-thirsty deity whose appetite for vengeance can only be satisfied by the death of an innocent - the most compassionate and gracious human that ever lived. 
A Am I the only one who struggles with that? 
B The case could be made that it makes God not much different from Molech, Baal or any of the other false deities that required human sacrifice to satisfy their uncontrollable rage.
C Something is wrong with this story

4 Could the same God who asks us to forgive without seeking vengeance be requiring of us what he was unable or unwilling to do himself?
A Is God demanding that we be more gracious than He is?
B Something is terribly wrong with this story

5 Many of the Old Testament writers did look forward to the cross as a sacrifice that would satisfy God, and they used the language of punishment to explain it. 
A But the New Testament writers looking back… 
a …through the redemption of the cross saw it very differently. 
b They didn’t see it as the act of an angry God seeking restitution
c But as the self-giving of a loving God to rescue a broken humanity.

6 The New Testament picture of the cross does not present God as a brutalizing tyrant expending His anger on an innocent victim, 
a But as a loving Father who took the devastation of our failures and held it in the consuming power of His love until sin was destroyed 
b AND opened a portal, a way for us to re-engage in a trusting relationship with the God of the universe. 
c The New Testament writers saw the cross not as a sacrifice God needed in order to love us, 
i but one we needed to be reconciled to Him. (repeat this)

7 I believe we have a distorted view of the cross. 
a Since Adam’s fall we have come to picture God not as a loving Father inviting us to trust him, 
i But as an exacting sovereign who must be appeased. 
b When we start from that vantage point we miss God’s purpose concerning the cross. 
i His plan was not to satisfy some need in himself at his Son’s expense, but rather to satisfy a need in us at his own expense.


III Where was God the Father?
1 Am I the only one here that had this point of view
A Maybe not expressed so bluntly but…
a God the Father was the mean one
b Jesus was the nice one
c And the Holy Spirit as the weird one
i Or maybe we didn’t think much of the Holy Spirit at all.
B How many saw the movie “The Passion of the Christ”?
a Tear Drop scene at the “It is Finished” moment.
i The Father watching from afar
b Loved the movie, troubled by that scene
i Great cinematography terrible theology
C What it communicated – the assumptions it reinforced:
i The Father couldn’t look upon sin 
ii The Father couldn’t be in the presence of sinful man
iii So he turned away from his son forsaking him on the cross
iv At the moment Jesus became sin the Father forsook him

2 I am deeply bothered by the thought that in some way God was able to separate himself at the cross. 
A That somehow God the Father executed wrath on God the Son while standing at some discrete distance.
B Such thinking not only denies the essence of God’s nature in the Trinity but it distorts what actually happened at the cross. 
C Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:19 that “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ…” 
D God was not a distant observer
a He was an active participant. 
i He didn’t send Jesus to do what he would not do
ii God the Father himself acted through Jesus to bring about our redemption.

3 Then What about Jesus’ Cry in Matthew 27:46?
A “My God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?” 
a In short, I don’t believe God the Father forsook God the Son at his darkest hour.
b Could the “Faithful One be unfaithful?
c In John 16:32 Jesus said to his disciple:
i “A time is coming and in fact has come when you will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me.”
B I don’t believe for a minute that the Father forsook the Son. 
a Not for a minute
b I do believe there is a vast difference here between what God the Father did and what Jesus perceived. 
C Sin dulls our perception of God
a And on the cross Christ became our sin
b As was read a few minutes ago in 2 Corinthians 5:21
c “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
d There’s a huge difference between the distorted perceptions of sin and the reality of God.
e That’s why we feel abandoned by God at some of our darkest moments. 
f It doesn’t mean he’s left us, only that we can’t see him through the darkness. 
g The resounding truth, however, is that God is always there, never turning his face against those who are his. 
h To believe he did so with Christ is unthinkable.
D That Jesus felt abandoned only shows the depth to which he experienced our sin. The sin of all mankind
a Yet his time on the Cross doesn’t end with questions of being forsaken, rather it concludes with trust:
b “Father into your hands I commit my spirit.”


4 The False Argument
A God cannot bear to look on sin, they argue, 
a So, when our sins were laid on Jesus, God the Father had to turn his face away from his Son.
b That argument just don’t hold water
c Here’s why…
B God has never run from sinful humanity. 
a He didn’t hide from Adam and Eve in the Garden. 
i They hid from him as he sought them out. 
b Jesus had dinner at Matthew the Tax Collector’s house
i With all his sinner friends.
ii Jesus didn’t run from sinner’s sin, he hung out with them. 
iii So much so that Jesus was accused of being a friend of sinners!
c It is not God who cannot bear to look on sin
i Rather, we in our sin can’t bear to look on God. 
d He’s not the one who hides. 
i We are!
C God is powerful enough and holy enough to look on sin and be completely untainted by it. 
a He has always done so. 
b He did so at the cross

5 Nature of Sin Dealt With
A God didn’t just deal with our sins, but with the very nature of sin itself. 
a By allowing sin to touch his personhood through the Son, God would be able to prevail in himself over that which we were powerless to fight. 
B Through the physical body of Jesus, sin came face to face with the power of God, 
a and God prevailed over sin completely


IV The Cross as Cure
1 What if sin is the disease
A Think of sin as a cancer

2 And the wrath of God is the cure
A The treatment, the antidote against sin
a The chemotherapy
B The wrath/chemo isn’t focused against me but aganist the sin/cancer in me.
a The wrath of God is in defense of me
b The wrath isn’t God’s uncontrollable rage against me
c But is instead it’s God’s passionate and extravagant love for me 
d For me and against the cancer of sin in me
C Think about it…
a The purpose of chemotherapy is to kill the cancer before it kills the patient
b It’s a careful balancing act with brutal poisons
c Believe me, I’ve been there, I know!

3 God the Father in Christ took the treatment in our place 
A Because he knew that the chemo of wrath would have killed us before it killed the cancer of sin

4 That was God’s dilemma in wanting to rescue us. 
A The passion He had to cure our sickness of sin would overwhelm us before the work was done. 
B Only God Himself was strong enough, powerful enough to endure the treatment our healing required
a Our brokenness demanded.

5 So He took our place. 
A He embraced our disease by becoming sin itself, and then drank the antidote that would consume sin in His own body. 
B Now that’s substitutionary atonement. 
a He took our place because He was the only one that could endure the cure for our sin. 
C Crucifixion: 30 hours vs. 6
a How long would you last under the wrath of God?

6 God’s Purpose 
A God’s purpose in the cross was not to defend His holiness by punishing Jesus instead of us.
B Rather it was to destroy sin in the only vessel that could hold it until - in God’s passion - sin was totally destroyed.

7 Perhaps we need to rethink the crucifixion 
A God was not there brutalizing His Son as retribution for our failures
B He was loving us through the Son in a way that would set us free
C Free to know Him and transform us to be like Him.
D Now that’s a God worth knowing.
E That dramatically changes the Easter story

V Why Does it Matter? 
1 It matters profoundly!
A I don’t trust someone who would beat his innocent son to death.
B I don’t want to be friends with someone who would beat his son to death
C But I will forever trust and be friends with someone willing to take chemotherapy in my place

2 I’ve had chemo too many times
A I know how loving an act that would be
B What a loving act that was

3 Religion see the cross as punishment
A Relationship sees it as the cure for a disease that was killing us
B Our heavenly Father loves us lavishly and extravagantly
C I pray you can see it differently today

4 2 Corinthians 5:19
A “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”

5 The Father, Son and Spirit have ALWAYS been one	
A They share a perfect communion of love
B They always have and always will
C By the cross we have been welcomed into that love relationship

6 It matters because it radically changes our concept of Christianity
A If The Father can abandon The Son in his hour of need, he can abandon me in my darkest hours.
B You see; It the Father can mistreat the son then I can mistreat you
C If the Father is harsh, pastors and prophets can excuse being harsh
D But if Papa loves extravagantly
a We are not only called to love extravagantly but we are empowered to love extravagantly - because His nature resides in us
b It changes everything, absolutely everything

7 It’s all about trust
A Which Father would you trust?
a The one who beats his innocent son to death
b Or the one who takes chemo in your place.
c We’ve misunderstood one of the most significant events in human history
i And it had had a devastating impact on our trust relationship with our God who is rich in mercy and loves us lavishly.
B God is Good
a Good Loves us
b God has a plan and it’s good.
c He is worthy of our trust

8 If you’ve struggled trusting God please stand, I want to pray for you this Easter Sunday.
A Pray that we would know the truth and that it would set us free.

VI Let’s pray


