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God provides us armor and arms us so that we might prevail against our foes.

I.  We are to be shielded by faith soaked in the water of life. (v. 16)

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. Do everything in love. (1
Corinthians 16:13-14)

What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ
Jesus. (2 Timothy 1:13)

We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit
what has been promised. (Hebrews 6:12)

And,
“But my righteous one will live by faith.
And I take no pleasure
in the one who shrinks back.”
But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who have faith
and are saved. (Hebrews 10:38-39)

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. (Hebrews
11:1)

Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6)

However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is
credited as righteousness. (Romans 4:5)

God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be
received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he
had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his righteousness
at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires works?
No, because of the law that requires faith. For we maintain that a person is justified by faith
apart from the works of the law. (Romans 3:25-28)

For though I am absent from you in body, | am present with you in spirit and delight to see how
disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ is. So then, just as you received Christ



Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the
faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. (Colossians 2:5-7)

And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith. (Matthew 13:58)
... you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. (Romans 1:12)

“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But | have prayed for you, Simon,
that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” (Luke
22:31-32)

Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always
lives to intercede for them. (Hebrews 7:25)

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the
thirsty | will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. Those who are
victorious will inherit all this, and | will be their God and they will be my children. (Revelation
21:5-7)

...the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb... (Revelation 22:1)

Il.  We are to protect our mind with the security of our salvation. (v. 17a)

He put on righteousness as his breastplate,
and the helmet of salvation on his head;
he put on the garments of vengeance
and wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak. (Isaiah 59:17)

But since we are of the day, we must stay sober by putting on the breastplate of faith and love
and as a helmet our hope for salvation. (1 Thessalonians 5:8)

Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of
ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. (2
Corinthians 1:21-22)

My soul faints with longing for your salvation, but | have put my hope in your word. (Psalms
119:81)

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. (Titus 2:11)



For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. (Romans 1:16)

...took him in his arms and praised God, saying:
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,

which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and the glory of your people Israel.” (Luke 2:28-32)

I11.  We are to be proficient in using God’s Word to both attack and defend. (v. 17b)

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you
heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God,
which is indeed at work in you who believe. (1 Thessalonians 2:13)

For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living
and enduring Word of God. (1 Peter 1:23)

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. (Acts 4:31)

For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart. (Hebrews 4:12)

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight
with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. (2
Corinthians 10:3-5)

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.”” (Matthew 4:4)

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)

| write to you, dear children, because you know the Father. | write to you, fathers, because you
know him who is from the beginning. | write to you, young men, because you are strong, and
the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one. (1 John 2:14)



I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that
are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of
Jesus. (Revelation 1:9)

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, for

which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not
chained. (2 Timothy 2:8-9)

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with
him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has
chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who
died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding
for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written:
“For your sake we face death all day long;

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:31-39)



