Wake Up (Part 2)
Isaiah 51:17-23 Manuscript

Slide 1: Blank; Slide 2: Isaiah 
We are continuing in our study of Isaiah. 

Slide 3: person sleeping cups stacked 
Sometimes you get so tired, you will snooze anywhere. Just remember. If you snooze somewhere with your friends, this could happen to you.
Snooze is a funny word. Say it out loud. Look at it. Who came up with such a strange word for lightly sleeping? Dictionaries say the origin is unknown. Maybe it is related to the sound of “snore.” But is that how you’re getting through life? Do you keep hitting the snooze button? Now, sleep is essential if you want to be able function properly in life. But hitting the snooze button is actually bad for your brain. You think you’re getting extra sleep, but you’re not. There’s not enough time between alarms for you to slip into REM sleep and stay there. You’re just wasting time. And you’re probably making yourself late and stressing yourself out as a result. The same is true spiritually. If you go around hitting the spiritual snooze button all the time because you are so tired, you will not grow in your walk with Christ and you will miss out on what God is doing in the world around you.
Today we are looking at a section of the Messianic prophecies in Isaiah 49-55 that calls God’s people to wake up. Don’t hit the snooze button. These passages set the groundwork for how the Servant of God, Jesus, the Messiah, will rescue His people from their sins. There are three calls to wake up and stop hitting the snooze button. Let me show you a brief overview of these three calls to wake up again.

Slide 4: Chart of three calls to Wake Up! 
Last week, in Isaiah 51:9-16: God’s people call for Him to WAKE UP! But God reminds them that He has always been awake, but they need to wake up to God’s power and their irrational fears of the future. Today, we are looking at the second wake up call in Isaiah 51:17-23. God calls His people to WAKE UP to a huge problem they find themselves in. Let’s see what God tells the Israelites living in Babylon and how we need to hear the same thing today.

Slide 5: Isaiah 51:17-23
Open your Bibles to Isaiah 51:17-23. Isaiah 51:17-23 reads, 17 Awake, awake! Stand up, O Jerusalem, you who have drunk at the hand of the LORD the cup of His fury; you have drunk the dregs of the cup of trembling, and drained it out. 18 There is no one to guide her among all the sons she has brought forth; nor is there any who takes her by the hand among all the sons she has brought up. 19 These two things have come to you; who will be sorry for you?—desolation and destruction, famine and sword— by whom will I comfort you? 20 Your sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets, like an antelope in a net; they are full of the fury of the LORD, the rebuke of your God. 21 Therefore please hear this, you afflicted, and drunk but not with wine. 22 Thus says your Lord, the LORD and your God, who pleads the cause of His people: “See, I have taken out of your hand the cup of trembling, the dregs of the cup of My fury; you shall no longer drink it. 23 But I will put it into the hand of those who afflict you, who have said to you, “Lie down, that we may walk over you.’ And you have laid your body like the ground, and as the street, for those who walk over.”

Slide 6: Jesus/Cup
Remember, this is a WAKE UP call to the Israelites, but also one for you and me. This is laying the foundation for the announcement of the coming Servant of God, Jesus, our Messiah, in the next chapter, Isaiah 53. We see here that the Israelites are to Wake Up! You are drinking from the cup of God’s wrath because of your sin, and there is NO ONE who can help you. =(vv17-20). Do you see that in verses 17 to 20?
God uses a very useful analogy that most adults would get. God talks about their punishment and the Israelites reaction is like drinking from a cup full of alcohol. Think about what it is like to be intoxicated with alcohol. I’ll be sensitive since we have MS/HS here. We’ve all seen movies or videos on our phones that show us what a drunk person looks like.

Slide 7: YouTube Video- drunk person
Here’s one that popped up on my YouTube feed as I was scrolling on my phone. What do we notice about this person? They have no sense of balance to walk a straight and narrow path. They have no inhibition to help decide between right and wrong. And unless someone helps them, they will end up hurting themselves and never be able to walk home.
That is what God is pointing out in our passage today. But instead of being drunk on alcohol, the Israelites are drunk on God punishment for the sins they had committed. Their sin is what put then in a terrible position of judgment from God. And the scary thing is, there is no one who can help them.

Slide 8: Person helping old lady home
The image God is using in verses 18 through 20 is that of an old woman stumbling in the gutter. This woman represents God’s people. She is a widow; she has no husband to help her. She is childless; she has no children to help her. (Widowers and childlessness are likely the two things in verse 19.) There is no one to help her or even be sorry for her condition. 
The kingdom of Judah was destroyed by the Babylonians from 605-586BC because of her sin. The land was captured, the people deported to a faraway land, homes destroyed, and families split up or killed. They truly did experience a devastation and destruction through famine and sword that you and I cannot even begin to understand. It would be like the United States being conquered by Japan in WW2 and all of us deported to China. We would feel like our whole world was falling apart!

Slide 9: We, Me, The
Do you know what major sin the Israelites committed that got them in this situation? Idolatry. Now, when we hear the term idolatry, we might think we are talking about little wooden figures or statues people would put in their homes or in a temple. While that is true, what is at the heart of idolatry- making another “god” to replace the One, True God. It is giving our mind, our feelings, our acts of service, and our soul to a lie. It is giving ourselves to a worldview that we feel more comfortable with. The Israelites had done this, and they were suffering greatly for it.
We can do the same thing today. When you boil idolatry done to a basic concept everyone can understand, you and I are tempted every day to commit the sin of idolatry. Everyone worships something. It doesn’t matter if the person is an atheist, agnostic, Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, or Christian. We all worship something. Our affections of worship can be direct to one of these three areas. We, Me, or The. Either you worship what “WE” decide to worship, which is determined by the culture or popular worldview at that time. Or you worship what “Me” decides to worship, which is a “god” of your own making that suits your desires. Or you worship “THE” God of the universe. Israel was worshiping the “WE.” They were influenced by other nations around them, which is very similar to what our country is doing today.

Slide 10: Rescuer
So, in verses 17 to 20, God sets the alarm to wake up to their sin and current judgment. However, there is a twist in verses 21 to 23. God tells them to wake up and listen. He uses that fun Hebrew word “She-ma” that means to hear and obey. Wake up! God will be your rescuer, and your enemies will suffer His wrath (vv21-23).
Look at those verses again. In verse 21, God reminds them that their sin has caused them to drink from the cup of God’s wrath and judgment. BUT, look at how the God of mercy and grace shows up in verse 22. Thus says your Lord, your “a-do-ni,” which has almost this husband like quality to it. He is “Ya-weh” your “el-lo-heim.” He is your defense attorney. God was the one who judged His people but now He takes His cup of wrath and judgement away and rescues them from their sin and its consequences. Then, God will turn from judging His people to judging those who have oppressed them and are the enemies of God’s people.

Slide 11: Flow outline Judah and Babylon
Now, remember the context of this passage. This is a call to Wake Up. Stop hitting the snooze button. So, the cup of God’s wrath and judgment was on Israel. Why? Because of their sin. But, in our passage today, we see that God will rescue His people and pass the cup of wrath and judgment onto Babylon. What did Babylon do wrong? It rejected God and walked all over His people. As a result, Babylon was destroyed by God.
But how is this going to happen? If God is a just and righteous judge, how can He ignore Israel’s sins? Again, God is laying the foundation for Isaiah chapter 53 that will talk about how the Servant Messiah Jesus will rescue His people from their sin problem. What God is doing here is brilliantly giving us an image of the process of redemption in a small history lesson with the Israelites, but points to the grand plan of redemption God has given to the whole world if they turn to Him for help. Let me show you.

Slide 12: Flow outline Future
Let’s take that truth and apply it to what the Servant of God would do about sins of the world and the enemies. The cup of God’s wrath and judgment is on all people? Why? Because of our sins of idolatry, lying, stealing, disobedience, sexual immorality, etc. But when we look at God’s redemption story across the entire Bible, we see that Jesus rescues us from that judgment the 1st time He came. But this cup of God’s wrath and judgment is going to be passed to His enemies, known as “Babylon,” in the book of Revelation. What will Babylon do wrong? It will reject God and walk all over His people. As a result, at Jesus 2nd coming, Jesus pours out God’s cup of wrath and will destroy Babylon.
There are two choices any person in the world can make. You can either drink the cup of God’s wrath or let Jesus, the Servant Messiah, drink it for you. If a person wants to remain God’s enemy and if a person does not want to repent and seek God’s help, God will allow that person to experience the full force of that cup of His wrath. We might not see it happen in this lifetime, but there is a Judgment Day coming where everyone must give an account for the sins. Everyone will be found guilty on that day and casted into the Lake of Fire, Hell. But there is hope. The cup of God’s wrath be drunk by someone else, Jesus, the Servant Messiah, Jesus. We will see in Isaiah 53 how Jesus will do this. 

Slide 13: Jesus in Gethsemane; Matthew 26:39
We get a glimpse of the cup of God’s wrath Jesus drank for us when we look at the crucifixion on the cross. In fact, when Jesus was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane the night of His betrayal, do you remember what He said? In Matthew 26:39, Jesus said, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” What cup was Jesus talking about? The cup of God’s wrath. Jesus drank from the cup of God’s fury and wrath that you and I deserve so that we don’t have to drink from that cup. That is what Isaiah is doing in Chapter 51. He is setting up how the Servant Messiah will drink that cup of God’s wrath so that the judgment you and I deserve would be fully poured out on Jesus. You know how we say that Jesus is our Savior, and I always like to clarify, “What is Jesus saving us from?” Jesus is saving us from this cup of God’s wrath we deserve for our sins.

Slide 14: Cup of Salvation; Matthew 26:27
But there is another cup talked about in Scripture, the cup of Salvation. What is this cup of Salvation? The “cup of salvation” is the counterpart to the “cup of wrath.” Jesus talked about this at the Passover meal just hours before He went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray to the Father to take away the cup of His wrath. Matthew 26:27-28 says, 27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. (Matthew 26:27). The cup of salvation is the New Covenant. The New Covenant that Jeremiah talks about in Jeremiah 31:31-34 is where we get the law written on our hearts and we know the Lord intimately. It is an unconditional covenant that doesn’t depend on our works. The work was done by Jesus dying on the cross for our sins. And the hope and salvation came when He rose 3-days later, from the grave, defeating death.

Slide 15: Take Away
Here is what I want you to take away this morning. Wake up! Stop hitting the snooze button. Only God can remove the judgment you deserve and redirect it towards your enemies. We cannot save ourselves from the wrath of God that we deserve. We are just like the Israelites in our passage today. There was no one who could save them. Only the Servant Messiah, Jesus, could take away the wrath they deserved for their sins. It took God stepping into their lives to rescue them from the punishment they deserved. God, Jesus, pleads our case for us (1 John 2:1). And only God can redirect His wrath from us onto our enemies. And that will happen one day in the future. All the injustice we see in the world, all the evil people who get away with things like murder, rape, fraud, oppression, and all kinds of wickedness will experience the cup of God’s wrath on day. In the meantime, be grateful for the cup of Salvation that you have drunk from when you put your faith in Jesus. And thank God for allowing Jesus to drink from the cup of God’s wrath for you. Let’s pray.
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