Luke 6:37-42
“Obstacles to Discipleship”

Introduction:
     This passage continues Luke’s record of a sermon Jesus gave at the heart of His popularity while ministering in Galilee.  Previously Jesus had pronounced that those who stayed loyal to God would be blessed in the life to come, even though they might be impoverished in the present; and He pronounced woes upon those who in contrast to this, who live their lives for what can be gained in this present mortal existence.  From there, Jesus went on to teach about how His disciples are called to love even those who are their enemies; because love is one of the most central characteristics of a true disciple of Christ.  Now, Jesus continues to teach about loving others in practical ways, but with a focus on how best to be a godly influence on them since part of the discipleship process is growing to the point where one can disciple others.

I. The Instructions: (vs.37-38)
   Jesus begins His instruction about how to disciple others (which by definition also teaches one how to be properly discipled), by giving three commands to His disciples.  The first command is given using two imperatives; “Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned” (vs.37a).  The way that we know that these two imperatives are to be taken as one commandment is that it is a common feature in Hebrew literature and speech to take two words of similar meaning and use them in a parallel relationship to emphasize or clarify an idea.  In this case, Jesus is addressing a certain type of judgment.  Jesus paralleled the word “judge” (which refers to the process of discerning between things, particularly in regard to evaluating the ethical or legal propriety of a person of thing), with the word “condemn” (which refers to the negative conclusion of the process whereby one pronounces someone guilty and renders sentence).  Putting these words together means that Jesus is talking about judging others with the intent of making a pronouncement of their guilt, and even their ultimate standing before God.  It is important to see this because, it is very popular among both Christians and non-Christians, to use this verse as proof that it is unchristian to ever negatively evaluate another person in any way, and at any time.  However, this is a deeply flawed interpretation.  First, the interpretation that Jesus was saying that you are not to ever make any moral judgment about others would be self-contradictory.  If it is always wrong to make moral judgments about others, then it is wrong to make a moral judgment about others who make moral judgments.  In addition, Jesus Himself in verse four, calls some of His audience who do certain things, hypocrites (vs.42).  Therefore, in the space of five verses Jesus is doing what some claim He is teaching no one should ever do.  If that were genuinely happening then Jesus would be sinning, because to call someone a hypocrite is to make a moral judgment about him or her.  Also, Jesus speaks later about a change in a person that can enable them to make moral judgments about others (vs.42).  Therefore, logic and the flow of thought in this passage make it clear that Jesus is not commanding us to refrain from making moral judgments about the rightness or wrongness of things or people.  The reason the above interpretation is so popular has nothing to do with proper Biblical interpretation.  People believe that judging is wrong for self-serving reasons.  Either they do not want to engage in the tension of being honest with others about their sins, or they themselves do not want to be corrected.  But what does Jesus mean when He teaches His disciples not to judge or condemn?  Jesus was condemning a judgmental attitude in our dealings with other people; specifically, in those relationships where we are seeking to mentor or disciple them.  There are several indicators in this latter portion of the sermon which indicate that Jesus’ main focus is on discipleship.  
· Both of the illustrations that follow only make sense in a context about discipleship
· The sermon closes with a challenge to be obedient to what Jesus taught
Jesus was warning His disciples (the specific ones He was addressing His sermon toward) not to be condemning in their hearts toward those they are called to minister to; not even their enemies.  They are certainly never to come to the conclusion that another person is beyond the grace of God just because they have been antagonistic to the disciple.  The purpose of discipleship is not simply to confront people with where they are wrong, but to do it in a way that one can be effective in the lives of others as a channel for God’s redeeming grace that those we minister to might be saved from their sinful ways, grow become like Christ.
     The second commandment that Jesus gave His disciples was, “Forgive, and you will be forgiven” (vs.37b).  This same principle is echoed later as Jesus gives His disciples instructions regarding how to pray.  He says a model prayer includes:

“And forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.”
                                                                                                 Luke 11:4
 
Jesus was not saying that a person merits forgiveness with God as a reward for granting forgiveness to those who sin against us.  Anyone who receives forgiveness for their sins, does so as an expression of God’s grace (Eph.1:7).  However, though the believer is forgiven for sins in the ultimate sense of one’s standing before God at judgment; there is a sense that in terms of our experience of God’s forgiveness in our daily lives we can enjoy a greater or lesser degree of forgiveness based on how forgiving we are toward others.  The motivation for this forgiveness is love.  The important principle to keep in mind is that the believer is always called to act in love, and love always seeks the highest good for the one we love.  This principle is to guide all we do; including the offering of forgiveness.  Sometimes the most loving thing is not to prematurely offer forgiveness, but to insist that negative consequences follow sin, in order to teach important moral lessons.  Therefore, the Biblical teaching on forgiveness does not promote the empowering of evil by not confronting it.  The focus here (as the second illustration will show) is on forgiving relatively minor sins in others as we seek to disciple them.  Disciples of Christ can be gripped with a harsh, judgmental attitude toward others that can make them hyper-critical or overly focused on the negative.  The reality is that people often struggle with things they already know are wrong.  What people need in order to grow as followers of Christ are people that will accept them and tolerate their minor sins while they help them to learn to be ever more free from the bondage of sin in their everyday lives.  The Christian who seeks to disciple others, is to keep in mind that showing forgiveness to those who sin against us, is to emulate God who has already and continues to forgive us for the ways we still sin against Him.
     The third commandment is to be generous; as Jesus said: “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom.  For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you” (vs.38).  The instruction to “give” is not elaborated upon, therefore, it is not absolutely clear what sort of giving is in mind.  The majority of interpreters believe that the focus is on financial giving.  One cannot rule out that financial giving is included; however, neither can one demonstrate that the context suits that the thought is primarily financial.  Instead, the general sense of the commandment itself indicates it is meant to have a general application.  Therefore, it is a commandment to be generous in every way with others.  In light of the context, the primary idea is to be generous with one’s self, with one’s time, and with one’s resources in order to provide whatever is necessary to help others succeed and flourish in their faith as we disciple them. God promises to His people that if they are generous to others that God will reward them by expressions of His own generosity.  The imagery of the illustration comes from the agrarian culture in which Jesus lived.  It specifically involves what would take place when bought a measure of grain.  A generous seller not only would fill up the measuring container for the customer, but would then press down the grain and shake the container to make room for even more.  He would then top off the container to the point of overflowing so that the person would get fairly everything due to him.  This teaching is somewhat parallel to teaching recorded in the Gospel in Matthew.                                                                                                         

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you”
                                                                                           Matthew 6:33

The idea is to depend in faith on God with a focus on heavenly priorities and as one does, God will generosity with the one who obediently chooses to do this.
     It should be noted that this verse has nothing to do with the notion that God makes people rich who donate sacrificially to their church.

II. First Illustration: (vs.39-40)
     To illustrate why it is necessary for a disciple to be non-judgmental, forgiving, and generous, Jesus said; “And He spoke a parable to them: ‘Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch?’” (vs.39).  In modern English, the metaphor employed here would be identified as a proverb.  However, in the first century, the word “parable” referred to any sort of metaphorical comparison that was meant to illustrate an idea.  The proverbial question has a grammatical construction that conveys that the first rhetorical question is to be answered in the negative (no), while the second rhetorical question is to be answered in the positive (yes).  The imagery was particularly appropriate for the land of Israel, where the perennial search for water left the land pockmarked with pits and cisterns.  Therefore, overland travel was perilous for a sighted person, particularly at night; how much more for one who was blind.  The metaphor is built around the idea of one person leading another one.  Many interpreters admit that they are perplexed how this proverbial statement fits in with the flow of thought.  A large percentage conclude that this and the verses surrounding it were assembled by Luke from various portions of the original form of this sermon (or even from a number of different sermons) in a random pattern.  This would mean that there is no flow of thought; just unrelated moral principles.  The problem with this interpretation is two-fold: first, there is nothing in the text that informs us that this is what Luke did, and so, it is a hypothesis that cannot be proven; second, the conjunction “and” indicates that this thought is directly linked to the verse before it, rather than being a separate thought.  The correct interpretation is to see that the reason Jesus selected a proverb about a guide, is because He was teaching His disciples about how they were to fulfill their calling as His followers.  The physical blindness of the metaphor, represents (as it often does in the NT-Matt.23:24; Rom.2:19; 11:25; Eph.4:18; II Pet.1:9; Rev.3:17) spiritual/ethical blindness; a lack of comprehension about some elements of God’s truth.  The second question indicates that those who are spiritually blind will lead those who follow them into ruin.  Therefore, the interpretation is that those who suffer from spiritual blindness can be of no assistance to others who are also blind.  Instead, one must find a guide who correctly understands spiritual truth and has internalized that truth.  Otherwise, one will be led into spiritual loss and ruin.  The application is two-fold.  First, the disciple needs to be careful whom they allow to mold their thinking, and act as their spiritual guide.  Second, since disciples are called to disciple others; every disciple should seek God to transform their lives so that they can know and practice as much of the truth as possible in order to be of real help to those they disciple.  For to the degree sin blinds you, to that degree you can’t help others.
     Jesus then went on to add, “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher” (vs.40).  The principle stated here is taken from a world much different than the present.  In the first century, one would attach himself to a single teacher to learn what he needed to know for his calling in life, rather than going to a school where one might be taught by a series of teachers.  Once a pupil had learned everything his master knew, then the learning ended; because obviously one cannot teach more than one knows.  So, in this sense a disciple could not exceed his or her teacher.  At best he could only become his equal.  The Greek verb translated as “perfectly trained” means to be made ready or suited for a particular task, role, or use.  Therefore, a disciple who is properly developed will be like, but will not exceed their teacher.  This observation reinforces what Jesus said in the previous parable.  In order to be effective in discipling others, one must be well discipled.  Otherwise in whatever area the one who disciples is deficient, then unavoidably his disciples will also be deficient.

III. Second Illustration: (vs.41-42)
      This second illustration further reveals the importance of Jesus’s disciples being non-judgmental, forgiving, and generous in every aspect of their lives; “And why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not perceive the plank in your own eye?  Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your eye’, when you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye?” (vs.41-42a).  In order to make sure the terms are clear; the Greek word translated as “plank” refers to a load bearing beam of wood; whereas the Greek word translated as “speck” referred to a particle of dust or a tiny splinter of wood.  The juxtaposition of these two images was intentionally ridiculous, and seems to have been an intentionally humorous metaphor.  The metaphor conveys that absurdity of someone trying to help a person with a minor matter; when one has not dealt with an even greater spiritual/moral issue in their own lives.
     Jesus then interpreters the metaphor when He said “Hypocrite!  First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck that is in your brother's eye” (vs.42b).  The Greek term translated as “hypocrite” started out as a reference for an actor in a Greek play.  Over time, the idea of an actor became a natural metaphor for one who was pretending to be something he or she was not in real life.  This continued until the word became a common word for one who was not genuine.  Jesus’ point is that if one wishes to help another person in their journey to becoming a godlier disciple; one must first become more like Christ in one’s own life.  Only in this way can one become qualified to help others on their journey.  For the disciple who is blind to the pitfalls and temptations in life; will lead himself and others to ruin.

Conclusion:
[bookmark: _GoBack]     For those who follow Christ; life is more than simply going ahead with one’s previous plans.  One’s life now has a new over-arching goal; become a part of the process of producing healthy disciples who are like Christ (Matt.28:18-20).  In order to succeed at that we must be pursuing holiness ourselves.  Part of that pursuit involves being non-judgmental, being forgiving, and being generous, lest not only our progress in holiness be diminished, but it diminishes the spiritual life of those whom we seek to disciple.
