Revival 4 - Preparation
I. Intro

1. Open Bibles to Matthew 25:1-13
2. Show opening banana video

A. Simple

B. Outside the box

C. Old thing new and better way

3. Series on Revival

A. Three weeks ago: Revival Revelation

a. We’ve received an Isaiah 55::6 invitation to

i. To Seek the Lord while he may be found, to call on him while he is near.

ii. The veil between Heaven and Earth is thin

iii. The heavens are opened

iv. This is a time of preparation
B. Last Two weeks: 14 Characteristics of Revival – Including…
a. Revival is often Misrepresented
i. Often at the hands of pastors

b. How Awakenings Arise
c. Who becomes involved

d. How The News Spread 
i. Often messy and disorganized

e. Often accompanied by widespread repentance and brokenness.
f. Increased sense of Freedom

i. From sin, bondage, religion and traditions of men

g. A sense of Heaven on Earth

i. On Earth as it is in heaven

· Setting hearts and minds on things above and not on earthly things (Col.3:2)

h. Anointed Preaching of the Word

i. Increased passion for reading and studying the Word

j. Physical Manifestations

k. People move from the superficial to the deeper things

i. With God & One another

l. Rise of Impurities
i. What’s in us comes out of us

m. The Move of God eventually ends

n. However, there are usually long lasting effects

i. New music, lives changed new ministries birthed

C. Two Main Thrusts for The Bridge – Long Island right now

a. We are going to the Streets

i. I feel a mandate to prepare you and for us to GO!

· Streams Courses & Book Clubs

b. I believe that a fresh new move of God is coming

i. Not just to us but we have been invited

ii. I feel a sense of divine responsibility to prepare you

c. Preparation

i. Thus the last three messages… and today’s

4. Today: Revival 4 - Preparation
A. Preparation
B. Presence

C. Practice
5. Read &Pray

The Parable of the Ten Virgins

 1"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

 6"At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'

 7"Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.'

 9" 'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.'

 10"But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.

 11"Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'

 12"But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.'

 13"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

A.  One of the lessons of the Parable of the 10 virgins is Preparation
a. Preparation to meet the Bridegroom
B. Often my sermons are inspirited by conversations throughout the week, such is the case this week
II. Preparation

1. 10 Virgins

A. The prepared went in to the wedding banquet

B. The unprepared did not

C. The difference

a. Oil – The Holy Spirit

b. Being Known – Relationship

2. Queen Esther

A. Another story of two queens

a. Queen Vashti (Esther 1: 10-12)

i. 10 On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in high spirits from wine, he commanded the seven eunuchs who served him—… 11 to bring before him Queen Vashti, wearing her royal crown, in order to display her beauty to the people and nobles, for she was lovely to look at. 12But when the attendants delivered the king's command, Queen Vashti refused to come. Then the king became furious and burned with anger.

· King was drunk
· Requested the queen come wearing her crown, many commentators agree that she was to were ONLY her crown in order to “display her beauty”

ii. Long Story Short Vashti lost her crown not her head.

iii. King began the search for a new Queen

b. Queen Esther

i. Six months “with oil of myrrh”
ii. Six months “with perfumes and cosmetics.”
· Esther 2:12

c. Vashti was unwilling while Esther was well prepared

d. Esther 2:17 tells us

i. Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.
3. Will we be prepared?

A. What is required?
a. Oil – The Holy Spirit
b. Knowledge – relationally knowing God
B. How?
a. Realistically How?
b. Practically How?
i. OK… I’m getter there
III. Presence
1. Gal 5:16-18, 25
A. 16So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law… 25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

B. How do we do that?
a. How do we Live by the Spirit?
C. Does it mean…

a. Work harder?
b. More discipline?

c. Additional Sacrifices?

d. Can any of you awaken any earlier than you already do?

e. Most are working 9-10 hour days + riding the train

f. Then you have Moms

i. Working or stay at home you’re working from the time you get up to the time you lay down

D. Maybe “Live By The Spirit” means just that

a. Live your everyday life, all you do, every minute of everyday…

i. BY THE SPIRIT

2. J. Lee Grady

A. “If revival is being withheld from us it is because we still insist on placing our reliance upon human schemes!”

a. Maybe our plans, practices and programs are the every thing causing Revival to be withheld from us

B. Indeed our righteous is as filthy rags

a. And his ways are not our ways.

b. Consider the following truths…

3. The Attributes  of our God

A. God is Omniscient
a. Definition: The attribute of God by which God perfectly and eternally knows all things which can be known, past, present, and future. God knows how best to attain His desired ends.

b. Scripture
i. Acts 15:18
· Known to God are all his works from the beginning of the world.
ii. Colossians 1:17

· He is before all things and in him all things hold together
B. God is Omnipresent
a. Definition: The attribute of God by which He fills the universe in all its parts and is present everywhere at once. Not a part, but the whole of God is present in every place. This is true of all three members of the Trinity. They are so closely related that where one is the others can be said to be, also.

b. Scripture

i. Psalm 24:1-2

· 1 The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;  2 for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.

ii. Psalm 139:7-8
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go to heaven, you are there: if I make my bed in the depths you are there.”
c. In short God is everywhere and he knows everything

i. This is to our advantage

IV. Practice

1. Brother Lawrence

A. The Practice of the Presence of God - classic
a. Brother Lawrence was a seventeenth-century French monk who learned to practice the presence of God - at all times
b. Brother Lawrence’s book “The Practice of the Presence of God” is a collection of documented conversations and letters that reveal the heart of this very humble man.
c. This simple man learned how to live by the Spirit
i. How to live continually in the Presence of God
d. Quotes
i.  * "The time of business does not with me differ from the time of prayer, and in the noise and clatter of my kitchen...I possess God in as great tranquility as if I were upon my knees at the blessed sacrament."
ii. * At any moment and in any circumstance, the soul that seeks God may find him, and practice the presence of God.
iii. I walk before God simply, in faith, with humility and with love; and I apply myself diligently to do nothing and think nothing which may displease 
iv. * People seek methods of learning to know God. Is it not much shorter and more direct to simply do everything for the love of Him? There is no finesse about it. One only has to do it generously and simply. 
v. * God alone is capable of making Himself known as He really is. We search in reasoning and in sciences, as in a poor copy. What we neglect to see is God's painting Himself in the depth of our soul. 
vi. * In continuing the practice of conversing with God throughout each day, and quickly seeking His forgiveness when I fell or strayed, His presence has become as easy and natural to me now as it once was difficult to attain. 
vii. We ought to give ourselves up to God, both in temporal and spiritual things, and seek our satisfaction only in fulfilling His will. Whether He leads us by suffering or consolation, all is the same to one truly resigned. 
viii. * Let us think often that our only business in this life is to please God. 
ix. * The end we ought to propose to ourselves is to become, in this life, the most perfect worshippers of God we can possibly be, as we hope to be through all eternity. 
· Meaning Our lives, our everyday lives are an act of worship

x. The most excellent method of going to God is that of doing our common business without any view of pleasing people but purely for the love of God. 
xi. We ought not to grow tired of doing little things for the love of God, who regards not the greatness of the work, but the love with which it is performed. 
xii. How can we pray to Him without being with Him? How can we be with Him without thinking of Him often? And how can we think of Him but by a holy habit we should form of it? 
xiii. * The more one knows God, the greater one desires to know Him. Knowledge is commonly the measure of love. The deeper and more extensive our knowledge, the greater is our love. 
· Experiential not academic knowledge

xiv. We must know before we can love. In order to know God, we must often think of Him. And when we come to love Him, we shall then also think of Him often, for our heart will be with our treasure. 
xv. * I see Him in such a manner as might make me say sometimes, I believe no more, but I see. 
xvi. * We should establish ourselves in a sense of God's presence by continually conversing with Him. It is a shameful thing to quit His conversation to think of trifles and fooleries. 
xvii. * Useless thoughts spoil all; mischief begins there. We ought to reject them as soon as we perceive their impertinence and return to our communion with God. 
xviii. When the mind, for want of being sufficiently reduced by recollection at our engaging in devotion, has contracted certain bad habits of wandering and dissipation, they are difficult to overcome. They commonly draw us, even against our will, to the things of the earth. I believe one remedy for this is to confess our faults and to humble ourselves before God. 
xix. * It is a great delusion to think our times of prayer ought to differ from other times. We are as strictly obliged to cleave to God by action in the time of action as by prayer in the season of prayer. 
xx. * There is not in the world a kind of life more sweet and delightful, than that of a continual conversation with God; those only can comprehend it who practice and experience it.

e. Available free online – just search THE PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD

B. Maybe this is the way, the better way?

a. An out of the box way

i. A way so simple we couldn’t see it?

ii. Like opening a banana

V. Ministry Time

1. Let’s stand

2. Come Holy Spirit

A. Be at peace

a. Can you feel Him?

b. He is here…

3. Who feels oil on their hands?
4. Who needs oil – who needs the Holy Spirit?

A. Who has never received prayer for the Baptism in the Holy Spirit?

