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Week 8

The Power of Prayer

Prayer changes us
Prepares the way
Helps us depend on God
Helps us Trust God
A.C.T.S
Adoration  - for who He is & has done
Confession - admission of our failures, weakness and sin
Thanksgiving - gratefulness for everything
Supplication - dependence upon God

Pray for Yourself
Adore the Author of Salvation
Confess fears, doubts, and lack of faith
Thank God for His provision and power
Supplication - ask:
Who should I build a relationship with?
Give me divine opportunities to share
Give boldness tempered with sensitivity
Give power and clarity to my words
Use me to reach others
Pray for Others
Adoration
Confess any bad attitudes toward others
Thank God for your relationships
Supplication - ask:
Help my relationships grow
Give me divine opportunities to share with __________________________
Soften _________________’s heart and open their eyes and ears to the truth
May _____________________ believe and receive You

Starting Spiritual Conversations
The way we communicate is as important as what we communicate. - Becky Pippert
Three cautions up front
Expose your faith, don’t impose it
Take it easy
Get rid of “Christianese”

The Power of a Question
Questions can
1) Indicate interest and caring concern
a) But only if you actually listen and respond appropriately
b) Shows respect to take the time to listen to someone else’s thoughts and opinions
2) Gain you respect and a hearing
a) When you dignify another person’s opinion, you are likely to receive similar respect
b) Giving someone a chance to air their views will likely gain you the chance to share yours
3) Get you information and help you understand…
(i) Backgrounds
(ii) Feelings
(iii) Interests
(iv) Prejudices
(v) Spiritual Sensitivities
4) Defuse arguments
a) Use questions to clarify and arouse curiosity instead of becoming confrontational
5) Guide a conversation
a) He or she who asks the questions steers the ship
6) Keep a discussion going
a) Really? Why do you feel that way?
7) Lead to deeper topics
a) Where do you think our appreciation for beauty comes from?
b) Why do you suppose people everywhere seem to be greedy and selfish?
c) Do you think that people’s sense of outrage at injustice says anything about an objective standard of conduct?
8) [bookmark: _GoBack]Reveal the flaws in someone’s world-view
a) How does your view account for the human condition?
b) Where do you get your information?
c) How do you know what you believe is true?
d) What if you’re wrong?
Three Guidelines for Questions
1) Ask open-ended questions instead of those easily answered by “yes” or “no”
2) Really listen to the answers being given instead of formulating your next response.
a) Try reflective listening
3) Start with generalities, then move carefully but confidently toward deeper topics

Object Lesson: The Woman at the Well (John 4:3-26)
4 Now Jesus had to go through Samaria [as He returned from Judea to Galilee]. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
17 “I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”

1) Started with the ordinary: water (v. 7)
2) Speaking at all was out of the ordinary
3) Piqued interest (v. 10)
4) Moved toward the spiritual (v. 13-14)
5) Brought up her “problem” (v. 16-18)
6) Didn’t get sidetracked (v. 19-24)
7) Told her the truth (v. 26)
Model 1:
1) Investigate
a) Find points of common interest
b) Listen for clues
c) Don’t beat yourself up if you miss a chance
2) Stimulate
a) Be vague or intriguing at first
3) Relate

Model 2:General Interest


Specific Interest

Abstract or Philosophic

Theological













Model 3:
1) Relationships 
a) (Investigate/General Interest)
2) Beliefs
a) More direct questioning
b) What do you think about…?
3) Epistemology
a) How do we know what we know?
Some potential Direct Questions
1) Do you ever think about spiritual matters?
2) Who, in your opinion, was Jesus Christ?
3) Do you have any kind of spiritual beliefs?
4) Do you ever wonder what happens after we die?
5) Do you know the difference between religion and Christianity?
6) Where are you heading on your spiritual journey?

Other Conversation Starters (Hybels)
1) Business
“How’s your year going?”
“Well, financially, okay, family-wise, pretty good; and spiritually, things are great. Which one would you like to talk about?”
2) Relocation
It’s natural to ask about the move and new shopping, restaurants, etc.
Ask:
“Have you found a good church?”
3) Hobbies and Spare Time
Mix in an interesting account of ministry activity at church.
It’s a short move from ministry to the love of God that drives it.
4) Nature
Commenting on God’s creative artistry when observing a flower, sunset or at the zoo
Even if they profess to not believe in God, you can ask, “Oh really? Why not.”
5) Music
You can bring up popular artists who have professed faith in Christ or discuss spiritual topics that are part of songs.
6) Sports
Express admiration for a Christian athlete on their favorite team. Share a book written by them.
7) Shared Struggles
Misery loves company; especially if the company can point to a source of supernatural power that helps in the struggle.
8) Holidays
Great opportunities to invite someone or to inquire about family traditions, what they’re thankful for at Thanksgiving, etc.

For Next Week
· Continue to work on memory verses: John 1:14, 3:16; Rom. 3:23, 6:23: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 - Goal is comfort like your address or phone number
· Keep reviewing Gospel Basics
· Continue writing your Personal Testimony

Personal Testimony Format
3 Parts - keep it brief
1) My life before I accepted Christ
Experiences, Feelings, Attitudes, Problems, what led you to believe you were a sinner?
2) The Turning Point
What was your saving experience?
3) My life after receiving Christ
How has God changed you?
Would you like to take a survey?



Spiritual Survey Questions
I’m taking a class at my church. My instructor has asked me to survey a few people, would you be willing to answer a few questions?

Do you have any spiritual beliefs?



To you, who is Jesus Christ?



Do you think there’s a heaven and a hell?



If you died tonight, where do you think you’d go?



Why do you think you’d go there?
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Becoming a Comfortable and Confldent Witness for Christ.




