Inseparable
*(Have Josh pray impartation over worship team members before sermon?)

I. Intro

1. Open bibles to Romans 8
2. Six Weeks ago I began a new sermon series titled unChristian

A. Inspired by the book of the same title written by David Kinnaman

B. Kinnaman offers 6 negative perceptions “outsiders” have of us, they say we are:
a. Hypocritical

b. Too focused on getting converts
c. Anti-homosexual

d. Sheltered

e. Too Political

f. Judgmental

i. They think we are quick to judge and doubt that we really love people as we say we do
3. Last Week: unChristian 5 ~ New Nets

A. A new approach to evangelism
B. Mark 1:17-18:  17"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 18At once they left their nets and followed him.

a. We need to leave our old evangelistic nets and follow Jesus

C. We talked about:
a. New ways of doing old things

b. The need for new nets

i. Ken Wilson’s vision (pastor Vineyard Ann Arbor)

c. Dave Kinnaman’s research from unChristian

i. Perception: “Christian are insincere and concerned only with converting others.”

ii. New Perception “Christian cultivate relationships and environments where others can be deeply transformed by God.”

d. How evangelism is a process and not an event – like discipleship

e. Set Theory and Christian Mission

i. Are we Bounded Set, Fuzzy Set or Centered Set

f. Asked how do me make The Bridge – long Island a “Third Place”

g. Out of the Box evangelism like

i. Find where community is already happening and then enter their community, be a friend and love people…

D. Like all my messages you can get it free online at our website

a. www.thebrisgelongisland.com
4. Today: Inseparable

A. Leave my series on unChristian for today but I’m not finished with it yet
a. Left the need to give you a word of encouragement today

b. The past few messages have been challenging, convicting…

c. Sensed the need to give hope today…

5. Read & Pray: Romans 8:31-39 (the Message)
 31-39So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If God didn't hesitate to put everything on the line for us, embracing our condition and exposing himself to the worst by sending his own Son, is there anything else he wouldn't gladly and freely do for us? And who would dare tangle with God by messing with one of God's chosen? Who would dare even to point a finger? The One who died for us—who was raised to life for us!—is in the presence of God at this very moment sticking up for us. Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ's love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in Scripture…
…None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I'm absolutely convinced that nothing—nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get between us and God's love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.
A. Pray…

B. Let me tell you again…Verse 38-39

a. The Message

i. I'm absolutely convinced that nothing—nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get between us and God's love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.
b. NIV

i. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

c. Amplified

i. 38For I am persuaded beyond doubt (am sure) that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities, nor things impending and threatening nor things to come, nor powers,   39Nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

6. The Holiday Season

A. This time between Thanksgiving and New Years is very difficult for many people

a. The expense

b. The pressure

c. The expectations

d. Our extended families

e. It’s a time of year when our issues get stirred

f. I thought you could use some encouragement and a helpful reminder…

i. God Loves YOU!

· Abundantly, lavishly and extravagantly

· His love for you in inseparable, inescapable and incomparable!

II. Inseparable 
1. Paul makes this perfectly clear in Romans 8

A. There is no power in the universe natural or supernatural that can separate you from his great love.

B. Nothing in your past can separate you from His love

a. Not your worst failures

b. Not your biggest mistakes

c. Not your most embarrassing moments can separate you from his love

d. Nothing in your future – planned or unplanned

C. Not a thing in all of creation can separate you from his love for you

a. Not even you can separate you from his love you for

b. Not even your sin can separate you from his love.
i. He still loves us regardless of what we’ve done!
ii. In Romans 5 Paul tells us that…

· But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

· He gave his best when we were at our worst - because of love

c. His love is inseparable!
 
III. Inescapable
1. 1 John 4:8 defines love

A. God is love
B. It’s the core essence of his nature

a. He loves because he is love and he can not deny who he is

2. Combine his love nature with his omnipresence and we have a profoundly powerful realization

A. Psalm 139:7-14 says…

7 Where can I go from your Spirit? 
       Where can I flee from your presence?

 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
       if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.

 9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
       if I settle on the far side of the sea,

 10 even there your hand will guide me, 
       your right hand will hold me fast.

 11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me 
       and the light become night around me,"

 12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
       the night will shine like the day, 
       for darkness is as light to you.

 13 For you created my inmost being; 
       you knit me together in my mother's womb.

 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
       your works are wonderful, I know that full well.

B. No matter how high you go you can not escape this God of love
a. No matter how low you go or how dark a place you try to hide in you can not escape his loving presence.

b. His is with you right now - if you can feel him or not and he loves you

IV. Incomparable
1. I John 3:1 
A. 1How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 

a. Greek scholar Kenneth Wuest says of the word "Great" in this verse…

i. It gives the meaning as "foreign, unique, one of a kind". 
ii. He says that literally it could be translated "what out of this world kind of love"
b. God’s love for you is out of this world. 
i. It’s incomparable

B. When Lisa was born

a. Diving home

b. I loved her with a crazy kind of love and I just met her

i. Without hesitation or reservation I would die for her

ii. It was a new kind of love for me

· Different than what I felt for my parents or even Nadine

· Then the questions came to mind…

· Did my parents love me like THIS?

· And if so… what about God??

2. Saint Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians in chapter 3:14-19 gives us a glimpse of the scope of God’s great incomparable love for us…

A. 14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family[a] in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

B. Make is so Lord that we here today COULD indeed grasp your incomparable love for us!

3. God’s Love for us is incomparable because of it’s scope & it’s sacrifice

A. John 3:16

a. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only son…”

b. He gave his son sacrificially for the whole world

i. And no matter what your circumstances are

ii. No matter what others might say about you

iii. No matter how you feel about yourself this morning

· God’s sacrificially offering of love includes you

4. God love you with and inseparable, inescapable and incomparable love

V. Graham Cooke Inheritance video

1. Jewels sent me this on facebook this week and I reposted it on my status and today I want to share it with you

A. Sit back relax and let it minister to your spirit

VI. Ministry Time
1. Let’s Pray
A. Who needs a touch of this love?
