The Gospel of John 11:45-57

Intro
· Open Bibles to John 11:45-57
· After an 8 month detour we’re back to the Gospel of John
· Last week we looked at Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead
· Today we’ll finish up chapter 11 by looking at the political fallout of Jesus’ supernatural actions
· Read text
· Usually I read through the entire text and then go back and teach on it.
· Today I want to do something a little different
· I’m going to read 2-3 verses at a time and then offer my commentary.
· I think it might work better this way
· Especially when dealing with longer passages

Verses 45-47
· 45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.
· First words: Therefore, But and Then
· Verse 45 – Therefore
· Some believed
· Verse 46 – But
· But some didn’t
· Instead they went and told the Pharisees
· Verse 47 – Then
· They called a big meeting
· Therefore
· I was taught that anytime you see the word therefore in scripture…
· You want to find out what it’s there for.
· Therefore: in light of what’s just happened
· In light of Jesus’ supernatural display of power and authority
· In light of Jesus publically raising a well known man, Lazarus, from the dead
· A well know person in the town of Bethany
· A well known man who had been dead and buried for 4 days
· In light of all this a “meeting” was called
· The text tells us that Jews had come to visit Mary and Martha
· Presumably to mourn and pay their respects
· Little did they know that they were about to witness a miracle…
· A profoundly supernatural event
· This supernatural manifestation of power caused some the Jews to believe in Jesus 
· And sent others off to report to the Pharisees
· These reports created quite a stir 
· Enough to prompted a meeting of the Chief Priests, the Pharisees and the rest of the Sanhedrin
· Who are these groups of people?

· Chief Priests: 
· The high priests or the chief priests were comprised of the one priest currently holding the office of chief or high priest…
· But also included previous office holders. 
· Like most former presidents, prime ministers or heads of state these former office holders continued to have great power and influence. 
· This influence was often extended to the priest’s family members as well
· So when the scripture uses the term “High Priests, it’s referring to this group of people

· Pharisees:
· Were an ancient Jewish religious sect.
· They distinguished themselves by strict observance to tradition and the written law. 
· Many Pharisees were pretensions and carried an attitude religious superiority 
· For those reasons the term has become synonyms with a self-righteous, uber-religious person or a hypocrite

· Sadducees:
· Though they not specifically mentioned here
· They are part of the Sanhedrin
· Which I’ll get to in a moment
· The Sadducees were another Jewish sect at the time of Jesus 
· They denied:
· The resurrection of the dead
· The existence of spirits
· And any obligation of oral tradition
· They emphasized acceptance of the written Law alone.
· They were the KJV only people of their day
· While the Pharisees typically represented the common people…
· The Sadducee represented the elite or ruling class

· The Sanhedrin 
· The Sanhedrin was the governing body
· The word literally means “sitting together” 
· It was made up of: 
· The chief priest (high priest), 
· A vice chief justice
· And 69 general members. 
· It was made up of both groups:
·  Pharisees and Sadducees. 
· It was basically the Supreme Court and legislative body of ancient Israel. 
· In Jesus’ time it was mostly made up of Sadducees. 
· Annas and Caiaphas were Sadducees.

· Hebrew Politics in Jesus’ Day
· Politics
· I hate church politics
· But it’s nothing new
· It’s been around since long before the first century church
· The religion of ancient Israel was centered on the Temple
· The temple, the priests, and the sacrifices offered to God 
· The priests were Levities
· Descendents from Aaron of the tribe of Levi. 
· Early on the Hebrew authority came from the Kings,
· Saul, David, Solomon, etc…
· But after the Jews returned from Babylonian captivity the Persians prevented the Jews from re-establishing the monarchy 
· No more kings
· So, when Jews rebuilt the post-captivity Temple 
· The Temple’s authority structure grew considerably
· It was amplified due to the absence of a king. 
· Without a Hebrew Monarchy  
· The authority of the Chief Priest exponentially 
· And where there is power
· There are people jockey for position
· We call that politics
· Scribes
· Also during this time a group of people referred to as the scribes developed. 
· They monopolized the study of the Torah. 
· Now, the priests still ran the Temple…
· But, the scribes developed and maintained the oral and written traditions. 
· Eventually a conflict developed between the Scribes and the Priests. 
· And there was a split
· The Sadducee party developed from the priests and the city’s elites. 
· The Pharisees party emerged largely out of the sages and scribes.
· Josephus wrote that the Sadducees were a quarrelsome group whose followers were wealthy and powerful
· He considered them boorish in social interactions.
· For example:
· The different approaches when it came to interpreting scripture
· Consider the biblical concept of “an eye for an eye”. 
· The Pharisaic understanding was that the value of an eye was to be sought by the perpetrator rather than actually removing the eye itself. 
· With the Sadducees, the view was that the law was to be taken literally.
· Pluck out the perpetrator’s eye

· Why am I tell you all this?
· The Pharisees and The Chief Priests were opposing political factions
· The Chief Priests were Sadducees
· Jesus’ display of manifest supernatural power was such a threat to the religious/political order of the day that it actually brought these political enemies together.
· Let’s peak in on their meeting



 Verses 47b-48
· “What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation.”
· I detect a sense of panic here, or maybe alarm
· What are we accomplishing?
· What are we doing? Or…
· What are we going to do? This guy is performing signs and wonders!
· Verse 48 makes it crystal clear that they view Jesus a serious threat
· Not only a threat to the religious status quo
· But a treat to them personally
· To their power, their positions, their beloved Temple and by default their very nation
· From their perspective, this Jesus had to be dealt with
· And dealt with decisively
· Their fears reveal that they have completely missed it
· They completely misunderstood Jesus’ motives
· Unlike them, Jesus had no political ambition, whatsoever.

Verses 49-53
· 49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all! 50 You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.” 51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 53 So from that day on they plotted to take his life.
· OK, let me make a few comments here
· First – I’m horrified
· Horrified that people of faith would plot to murder a person they disagree with
· Someone that they view as a rival, a threat
· A man comes to town
· He heals the sick, feeds the multitudes and raises the dead
· And 71 religious leaders gather not to rejoice 
· But to plot his murder
· What is up with that!?
· “Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious conviction.” ~ Blaise (blaze)Pascal
· Their long awaited Messiah finally arrives and they want to kill him
· To protect their status, position and theology
· It is truly horrifying
· Second – And still God prophesies through one of the conspirators
·  Caiaphas the High Priest Prophesies in Verse 50 
· “You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.”
· God can and will speak through anyone at anytime
· I’ve told you this before
· God speaks to me in dreams and visions not because I’m good but because He’s good!
· Side note:
· It wasn’t always easy to know when John Paul was prophesying or when he was just talking as John Paul the man.
· In verses 51-52 John adds some commentary
· 51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 
· John was a man who knew well the heart of God
· To bring all the scattered children of God together
· To make us one
· We’ll see later in John 17 how much this was on Jesus’ heart
· The Father really does like it when his kids play nice together

Verses 54
· 54 Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the people of Judea. Instead he withdrew to a region near the wilderness, to a village called Ephraim, where he stayed with his disciples. 
· Therefore
· Because of the religious leaders plot to kill him
· Jesus no longer moved freely among the people
· Instead he withdrew
· Because the Father, Spirit and Son are perfectly one…
· I wonder sometimes if it’s the same with the Holy Spirit
· Because of plots by religious leaders to shut Him down
· He no longer moves freely among that particular group of people
· Instead he withdraws
· At least for a time
· I’ve seen it happen repeatedly in churches
· And if you look at church history
· Even whole denominations
· Even whole denominations that were birthed out of a move of the Holy Spirit!
· Somehow as the decades pass
· People birth from a move of the Holy Spirit become too sophisticated for the Holy Spirit
· Have mercy on us Lord.
· Did Jesus withdraw out of fear?
· I don’t believe so
· His hour had not yet come
· It was coming soon
· But not yet
· It was a timing of God thing
· Ephraim
· So Jesus went back down towards the Jordan River
· He didn’t stay around Jerusalem after raising of Lazarus from the dead
· He went to Ephraim
· Ephraim was a city about a short day's journey from Jerusalem
· It's name means: double fruitfulness
· Jesus withdrew, not to the wilderness
· But to a place of double fruitfulness near the wilderness
· With his disciples
· Are you in a wilderness right now?
· Have people plotted against you?
· Could it be?
· That a place of double fruitfulness is closer than you might think?
· I wonder?

Verses 55-57
· 55 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover.56 They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple courts they asked one another, “What do you think? Isn’t he coming to the festival at all?” 57 But the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that anyone who found out where Jesus was should report it so that they might arrest him.
· Here’s the Plot
· No specific purifications are ordered by the Law as a preparation for the Passover. 
· But if you were somehow ceremonially unclean it would mean being excluded from the Passover meal
· So, it was customary to go up to Jerusalem in enough time to be declared clean before the Feast began.
· For most Jews participation in the Passover meant
· First going through a ceremonial cleansing 
· Or purification rite 
· Typically a Jew would:
· Go up to Jerusalem
· Take a vow before the Lord
· And go through these rites of purification
· From what I read it sounded like
· Sometime hands
· Sometime feet
· Sometimes the whole body
· Depending on the degree of “uncleanness”
· So, knowing that Jesus would want to observe Passover
· And assuming he’d show up for the ceremonial cleansing…
· They plotted to capture Jesus when he sowed up in Jerusalem 
· The word was out
· By the Chief Priests and the Pharisees
· Orders were given
· Sounds like the Mafia
· If you see Jesus
· Report it to them so they could arrest him.
· That’s were chapter 11 leaves us
· Chapter 12 begins with a different type of preparation
· A special preparation for a special Passover
· We’ll pick up there next week

Ministry Time
· Have you been falsely accused?
· Come on down I want to pray for you
· Have you been misunderstood or shut down by religion?
· Come down, I want to pray for you
· Are you in a wilderness
· I especially want to pray for you today


