The Gospel of John 4:1-26

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 4
· We have worked our way through the first three chapters of John’s gospel
· Today we begin looking at chapter four
· Specifically, at Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan Woman at the Well
· David Guzik’s Commentary on John’s Gospel was particularly useful in today’s sermon preparation
· Read and Pray: John 4:1-26
Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John - 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3 So he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.
4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, (sue-har) near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
17 “I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you - I am he.”
· Pray

Let’s look at Verses 1-4
· Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John - 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3 So he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 
· Apparently it wasn’t yet time for another confrontation with Pharisees in Jerusalem, so Jesus decides to go back Galilee.
· Verse 4 tells us that they went through Samaria

· Although the road through Samaria was the shortest route to Galilee, religious Jews avoided it. 
· They avoided it because there was a deep distrust and dislike between Jews and Samaritans.
· Let me explain

· Judah existed until 586 BC, when it was conquered by the Babylonian Empire 
· You can read about it in 2 Kings 25
· The Babylonians deported of most of the people
· They destroyed Jerusalem, including the Temple
· With that, the demise of the Kingdom of Judah was complete.
· Take note: When the Babylonians conquered the southern kingdom of Judah, they took almost everyone captive.
· All they left behind were the lowest classes of society
· The Babylonians didn't want "that type" in Babylonia. 
· The people left behind eventually intermarried with other people group who slowly made their way into the region
· And as a result the Samaritans emerged as both an ethnic and religious people group - all their own.

· Due to the Samaritans historical connection to the people of Israel…
· Their faith was a combination of law and ritual
· Some from the Law of Moses, and some from various superstitions of local tribes. 
· For these reasons most Jews in Jesus' time despised the Samaritans
· They despised the Samaritans even more than they despised Gentiles
· They were viewed, religiously speaking, as "half-breeds" 
· Half-breeds who had a compromised and mongrel faith.
· Kind of how John MacArthur, author of “Strange Fire” views most Charismatics and Pentecostals

· Verse 4 tells says:
· Now he had to go through Samaria. 
· Why?
· Why did Jesus have to go through Samaria?
· So many reasons!
· Obviously, as were about to see, there were people there who needed to meet him, encounter him and hear what he had to say.
· But more
· Jesus is the ultimate change agent
· He disrupts the status quo
· And he challenges social norms
· I kinda like that about him!
· There’s a reason he was called a “friend of sinners” in Matthew 11 and Luke 7
· Jesus welcomed the outcasts
· They felt safe with him.
· They were drawn to him
· That says a lot about our God
· That’s good news for people like me… like you.
· Jesus has to go were religious people refused to go.

Verses 5-9
5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar (sue-har), near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

· Jesus meets the Samaritan woman at the well.
· Jesus was tired from the journey
· They had traveled approximately 60 miles or 96.5 km by foot
· You’d be tired too
· But Jesus was tired - interesting
· By the Incarnation Jesus genuinely submitted to our human limitations.
· Of the Messiah Isaiah 53:3 prophesies that he was:
·  a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
· Astonishing the depth of his love for us!

· It was about noon
· This Samaritan woman came for water at an unusual hour and alone. 
· Typically, women came for water earlier in the day, before the Sun was high and hot.
· And so they could have the water they needed for the morning’s activities, chores and responsibilities
· And they usually did this in groups; the well was a place of social interaction.
· Sort of like our modern day office water coolers or coffee makers
· So why was she here at this unusual hour?
· Perhaps there was a sudden unexpected need for additional water
· Or maybe she was a social outcast. 
· An outcast among outcast?
· The text doesn’t say

· Jesus asks her for water
· By tradition, a rabbi would never speak with a woman in public
· Not even his own wife. 
· More than that
· It was highly unusual for a Jew, man or woman, of that time to ask a favor or accept a drink from a Samaritan's cup. 
· Jesus' request genuinely surprised the woman.
· Her response in verse 9 reveals this:
· “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?”
· I think she’s surprised and maybe even a bit impressed by Jesus’ unexpected friendliness.
· There’s a good chance that this was the only time she had ever heard a kind greeting from a Jewish man. 

Living Water Verses 10-15
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”

· Jesus draws the woman into conversation
· And he piques her interests her in living water.
· In verse 10 Jesus makes her curious about:
· The things of God (if you knew the gift of God)
· About who Jesus is (who it is that asks you)
· And about what He can give her (He would have given you living water).

· A word about the term Living Water: 
· In ancient times, they called spring water living water because it seemed "alive" as it bubbled up from the ground. 
· So, at first glance, it might seem like Jesus is telling this woman about a nearby active spring. 
· Verses 13 and 14 make it clear that Jesus is using a play on words with the phrase "living water" 
· Jesus is referring to spiritual water that quenches our spiritual thirst and gives us eternal spiritual life.

· In verses 11, 12 and 15 it’s hard to tell if the Samaritan woman is being sarcastic or if she’s asking sincere questions:
· I guess it depends on the tone of voice used as you read it
· “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”…
· 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”
· My Brooklyn roots lean toward sarcasm but let’s give her the benefit of the doubt and go with sincerity.
· After all she does come to a place of faith by the end of the encounter.

Verses 16-19
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
17 “I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 
· The conversation shifts at verse 16
· Jesus injects supernatural knowledge into their conversation. 
· This is similar to what I and others have done at many of our prophetic evangelism outreaches
· It’s a version of what I’d call a life reading
· They’re having a regular conversation and Jesus shares supernatural insight.
· This prophetic insight impacts the Samaritan Women 
· “Sir, I can see you are a prophet”
· And it opens the door to a deeper spiritual conversation
· When you tell someone something you had no natural way of knowing, it impacts they profoundly
· It touches them in a deep place and God suddenly become real
· And then they open door to deeper spiritual conversations.
 
Verse 20-26
20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you - I am he.”
The conversation goes deeper
· Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain…
· In bringing this up, it might seem like that the woman is evading the issue
· But as a Samaritan, I think this was a genuine source of confusion for her

· Jesus clarifies and explains
· Clarification:
· “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem … 
· The Samaritans believed that Moses commissioned an altar on Mount Gerazim, the mountain of blessing - this was their justification of their system of worship on that mountain. 
· Jesus is declaring that worship is changing for both the Samaritans and the Jews
· Explanation:
· Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
· Jesus establishes, declares, communiates the basis for authentic worship: 
· Spirit and Truth
· Worshiping the Father in the Spirit and in truth
· What does this mean?

Definitions:
· Spirit: Pneuma
· Is Greek for “the third person of the triune God, the Holy Spirit, coequal, coeternal with the Father and the Son”
· Take note in the text Jesus says:
· true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth
· Spirit is capitalized in both verse 23 and verse 24
· Jesus isn’t referring to just spiritual worship, he’s saying true worship is worship in the Holy Spirit.
· Jesus is referring to the other two members of Trinity 
· The Father in The Spirit
· This same Greek word pneuma is used when Jesus says in verse 24 that: “God is Spirit” 
· Guys, listen to me, the Holy Spirit is not optional to the Christian experience.
· The Holy Spirit is essential to the Christian life and specifically to worship.
· Truth: alētheia (ah-lay-they-a)
· objectively
· what is true in any matter under consideration
· subjectively
· truth as a personal excellence
· that candor of mind which is free from affection, pretence, simulation, falsehood or deceit
· Commentator John Gill says this of worship in truth:
· “in opposition to hypocrisy, with true hearts, in the singleness, sincerity, and integrity of their souls; and in distinction from Jewish ceremonies…”

· Concerning worship in Spirit and truth commentator David Guzik says this:
· To worship in spirit means you are concerned with the spiritual realities, not outward sacrifices, cleansings and trappings. 
· To worship in truth means you worship according to the whole council of God's word, especially in light of the New Testament revelation.
· I would say it this way:
· Worship of the Father in the Spirit and truth means to worship authentically empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Again the Woman responds with her level of understanding, verse 25
· 25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 
· Little does she know that the Messiah she speaks of - is at that very moment - explaining all things to her.
· Then Jesus lets her in on the secret in verse 26
· 26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you - I am he.”

I Am He
· Here we have Jesus, plainly,
· In his own words 
· Declaring 
· Publically
· For the very first time
· That he is indeed the Messiah! – Wow!
· And who does he tell?
· His disciples?
· The High Priest?
· Roman government officials?
· No, he tells a woman
· This woman with a checkered past and confused faith
· Guys, his ways are NOT our ways
· This is the first of 9 “I AM” Statements of Jesus in John’s gospel
· John 4:26 “I am he”
· John 6: 35, 48 “I am the bread of life”
· John 8: 12, 9:5 “I am the light of the world”
· John 8: 58 “Before Abraham was, I am”
· John 10:9 “I am the door”
· John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd”
· John 11:25 “I am the resurrection and the life”
· John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life”
· John 15:1 “I am the true vine”
· All, no doubt, an homage to the conversation with Moses at the burning bush in Exodus 3:14:
· God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’

Closing
· We have an amazing God who loves the broken, the lonely, the outcast among outcasts.
· He love you today right where you’re at be it mountain top or the pit
· He is your great I am
· Not just who was and who will be but your great I am
· Right here, right now – Let’s pray.

Ministry Time
· Words of knowledge
· Prophetic Words
· Call up prayer teams
