God’s Unusual Ways 4 – Abraham 2013

I Intro
1 Open Bible to Genesis 12:1-3
A. New series on God’s Unusual Ways

2 God’s Unusual Way’s 1
A. Shared briefly my thoughts and insights on Isaiah 55:8-9
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.
 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts.
B. If God’s ways and our ways do not mach up – who changes?
a.  We change

3 God’s Unusual Ways 2  - The Life of Moses
A. Unusual Preparation
B. Unusual Call
C. Unusual Service
a.  Looked specifically at the parting of the Red Sea
i God sent them to that specific location
· Between the Sea and the most powerful army of the day
ii God hardened Pharaoh‘s heart and sent him after them
· It was Moses obedience that got him into those circumstances.
· Not his disobedience, sin or rebellion.
· In those impossible circumstances, orchestrated by God…
· God did a God sized thing
D. What does it mean for us?
a.  His ways are not our ways
i His ways may often offend our sense of logic, reason and fairness
b.  If he operated this way with Moses, what might he do with us?

4 Last Week: God’s Unusual Ways 3 – Gideon
A. Gideon’s Back Story
a.  Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord and where under sever oppression from the Midianites
B. Gideon’s Call
a.  God calls things that are not as though they are (Romans 4:17)
i Exactly what God did with Gideon
ii Calls him a mighty warrior while his hiding from his enemies
· The Lord is with you mighty warrior
b.  Gideon’s mission (Judges 6:14)
i "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?"
c.  Gideon’s response…
i "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family."
ii Two Perspectives
· God is saying look at who is sending you
· Gideon is saying look at who you’re sending
C. Gideon’s Army
a.  Bigger is not always better in God’s Kingdom
b.  32,000 to 10,000 to 300 – without conventional weapons
i Trumpets + Torches in jars = Victory
ii Judges 6:16 "I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites…"
· And that’s exactly what happened
· They blew their trumpets, smashed the jars, shouted and the enemy killed one another
D. His ways are not our ways
a.  It makes we wonder what wild and seemingly crazy thing God might ask us to do?
b.  His ways are very different than our ways
c.  His ways WILL offend our logic, reason, and understanding
d.  Little is much in His hands
i God doesn’t need our resources
ii He wants our yes
e.  Last Week I had Two Closing Thought
i The way of faith is to ask WHAT before we ask HOW
· Asking how first would never have defeated the Midianities
· God’s what may frighten us
· God’s how may confuse us
· But God way will amaze us
· Asking How before what gives you the best that man can offer
· Asking what before how sets you up for God sized things
ii Two Truths
· Tom Zawacki’s Two Undeniable Truths of the Universe
· #1 God is Good
· #2 God loves me
· Everything else begins at number 3
· It is the foundation of trust
· Without trust we will never yield our ways to His ways.

5 Today: God’s Ways 4 – Abraham
A. Abraham’s Back Story
B. God’s Covenant with Abraham’s
C. Abraham’s Promise Fulfilled

6 Read & Pray Genesis 12:1-3
1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.
 2 "I will make you into a great nation 
       and I will bless you; 
       I will make your name great, 
       and you will be a blessing.
 3 I will bless those who bless you, 
       and whoever curses you I will curse; 
       and all peoples on earth 
       will be blessed through you."
II Abraham’s Back Story
1 You can read the account of Abraham’s life in Genesis, from chapter 11 through chapter 25

2 The Patriarch Abraham:
A. Plays a significant role in three of the world’s major religions
a.  Judaism, Christianity and Islam
B. He is the
a.  Husband of Sarah
b.  Father of Ishmael and Isaac
c.  Grandfather of Jacob and Esau

3 Genesis 11:27-
A. Abram’s father moves the family from Ur of the Chaldeans to Canaan but stops about half way and makes his home in Harran.

4 Genesis 12
A. The biblical narrative changes in Genesis 12
a.  From the history of humanity and focuses the life of Abraham and his family.
B. God Speaks to Abraham in Genesis 12:1
a.  1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.
b.  Classic What before How situation
C. God makes Abraham a promise in verses 2-3
a.  2 “I will make you into a great nation,
    and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
    will be blessed through you.”
D. Abraham obeys God in verses 4-5
E. 4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.
a.  At 75 years old a childless, an heirless Abram is going to complete the journey his earthly father started and go to Canaan
F. Verse 7 tells us that God appears to Abram and makes him a specific promise
a.  The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him.
b.  “To your offspring”
i Not to your nephew Lot.
ii I’m thinking Abram hears God’s promise in verses 2-3 and interprets it to mean through Lot.
iii God clarifies the promise in verse 7
iv God’s ways are not our ways
G. Chapter 12 closes with
a.  Famine in the land
b.  Abram and his tribe head to Egypt
c.  Abram and Sarai conspire to deceive Pharaoh
d.   Abram begins to amass wealth

5 Genesis 13
A. Abraham and Lot part ways
a.  Their combined wealth in livestock, gold and silver was so great that the land couldn’t sustain them all
b.  Abram give Lot his choice in verse 9:
i “If you go to the left, I’ll go to the right; if you go to the right, I’ll go to the left.”
c.  Lot head of toward Sodom and Gommorah
i Abram lived in the land of Cannan
B. In verse 14, after Lot left, God speaks to Abram again
a.  “Look around from where you are, to the north and south, to the east and west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. 16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. 17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.”
b.  Increased clarity yet again
i All you see I will give you and your offspring
ii Forever
iii Offspring like the dust… if you could count the dust
· This is big – God sized!

6 Genesis 14
A. Lot, his family and all he owns is taken captive
a.  Abram and 318 of his men rescue lot and recover all his stuff
B. Verses 17-20
a.  Abram meets Melchizedek 
i The king of Salem and Priest of the Most High God
b.  Melchizedek blesses Abram
c.  Abram gives Melchizedek a tenth of everything he owns


III God’s Covenant with Abram Genesis 15
1 Once again God speaks to Abram
A. 1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward."
B. Abram’s frustration comes through in his response to God
a.  2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit [c] my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir."
C. God responds with encouragement
a.  4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars - if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 
D. Abram trusts God at his word
a.  6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
b.  The Hebrew word used here for believed literally means to trust.

2 The Covenant
A. Verses 7-20 Describes the Covenant Ceremony
a.  God asks for:
i “…a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.” As an offering
ii Abram provides them
b.  Then in a deep dream God prophecy’s Israel’s future to Abram
c.  Supernaturally a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces 
B. Verse 18 states:
a.  “On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram”

3 What do we know so far?
A. Between Genesis 11-15
a.  Four times God speaks to Abram
b.  With increasing clarity God promises him land and descendants
c.  Abram trusts God
d.  God establishes a covenant with Abram
B. And time passes
a.  Genesis 16:3 says that 10 years have passed between the events of Genesis 12-15 and Genesis 16

IV God’s Promise Fulfilled
1 God’s Little Helpers (Genesis 16)
A. God made a very clear promise to Abram
a.  God has spoken to Abram multiple times
b.  He heard God – Genesis 12:1-4
c.  God appeared to him – Genesis 12:7
d.  God spoke in a vision – Genesis 15:1
e.  God spoke in a dream – 15:12
B. If that’s not enough 
a.  God establish covenant with Abram – Genesis 15:18
C. So what’s wrong?
a.  God’s not doing things Abram and Sarai’s way
b.  They’ve waited 10 years!

2 Genesis 16:1-4 explains what happens next
A. 1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian maidservant named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, "The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her." Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. 
a.  Hagar gives birth to Ishmael
B. Would not happen in my house
a.  Not with Nadine
i There would have been no Ishmael if Abram had been married to Nadine
C. So Abram and Sarai decide to become God’s little helpers
a.  Because God’s ways didn’t match up with their ways
b.  They felt like they had waited long enough
c.  And we contend with the fruit of this action to this very day
d.  It’s the power of promise and covenant on Abram’s life
D. To this day
a.  The Son of the flesh wars with the Son of Promise
i Ishmael vs. Isaac
ii The decedents of Ishmael war with the decedents of Isaac even now.
b.  Proverbs 16:25
i ‘There is a way that seems right to a man but in the end leads to death”

3 The Promised Son
A. 14 Years Later
a.  24 years since God first made the promise to Abram in Genesis 12 God speaks again…
B. Genesis 17:1-2 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. 2 I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers."
a.  Abram has a Divine Visitation
i God Almighty appears to him
ii And again gives even greater clarity to the prophetic promise
iii This time concerning Sarai
b.  Genesis 17:15-19 15 God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."  
C. How does Abram Respond?
a.  17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?" 18 And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!"  19 Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 
b.  Abraham laughs
i God’s ways are so far outside Abraham’s box that he actually laughs
ii He laughs and asks God to do it his way – through Ishmael 
D. A year later in Genesis 21:1-7 God fulfills his promise
a.  1 Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac [a] to the son Sarah bore him. 4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.  6 Sarah said, "God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me." 7 And she added, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age."
b.  25 Years from promised given to promise fulfilled

4 So much of Abraham’s life that we haven’t covered
A. Genesis 17
a.  God changes their names to Abraham and Sarah
b.  Abraham and his family are circumcised 
B. Genesis 18
a.  Abraham and Sarah are visited by angels
b.  Abraham argues with God for the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah
C. Genesis 18
a.  God destroys Sodom and Gomorrah
b.  Lot is spared with his two daughters. 
c.  Lot’s wife becomes a pillar of salt. 
D. Genesis 20
a.  Abraham travels to Abimelech and claims again that Sarah is his sister
b.  Sarah is taken
c.  God punishes Abimelech
d.  Abraham and Sarah flee
E. Genesis 21
a.  Isaac is born
b.  Hagar and Ishmael are cast out
F. Genesis 22
a.  God commands Abraham to sacrifice Isaac
i The son of promise
ii The 25 year old promise
b.  At the last second God spares Isaac’s life and Abraham’s heart.
c.  Unbelievable test
G. How old was Isaac?
a.  Apologetic’s Press.org (Dave Miller, PhD article)
i Josephus: “Now Isaac was twenty-five years old”  
ii Adam Clarke said: “It is more probable that he was now about thirty-three”
iii Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown asserted that Isaac was “then upwards of twenty years of age.”
iv Others state that: “He was old enough and of sufficient strength and agility to carry enough firewood up a mountain side to consume a human sacrifice.”
v Seems to be enough evidence to point to Isaac being a young man, not a young boy.
b.  If this is true
i He’s old enough to fight off the old man Abraham
ii He had to lay his life don’t
iii Now doesn’t that speak to Christ?


V What does this mean for us?
1 God may call you to leave your home
A. The land of your birth
B. Your extended family
C. All that is familiar and comfortable

2 God may only give you general direction
A. Go to Canaan
B. And it may take a long time and many stops to get there
a.  It might take a VERY long time to get there

3 God may give you a promise, a very specific and detailed promise
A. And fulfill it only AFTER it’s beyond your strength and power to bring it to pass

4 God may ask you to give up, give away or lay down the very promise he gave you
A. Years ago God told me:
a.  “To hold loosely to people, possessions and positions so that your hands will be free to catch what is coming on the wind.”

5 The fulfillment of the promises may look very different than your expectation
A. One Son
B. Pastor lunch story

6 Friend of God
A. James 2:23 adds this New Testament commentary on Abraham’s life
a.  “And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was called the friend of God.”
b.  Does it get any better?
c.  Oh to be a friend of God
d.  How do we get there?
i We trust God when his ways aren’t our ways.
e.  Let’s pray.

VI Ministry Time
1 Invite Holy Spirit to Come

