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…at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:10-11) 

 

People were amazed and astonished by the authority that Jesus displayed. 

All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out 

of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw 

him off the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. (Luke 4:28-30)  

 
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 

whole countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. (Luke 4:15-

16) 

I. Jesus taught with an unparalleled level of authority. (v. 21-22)  

The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all 

this?” 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 

They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in 

three days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, 

his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that 

Jesus had spoken. (John 2:18-22) 

 

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 
 
just as the Father knows 

me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not 

of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be 

one flock and one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to 

take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority 

to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 

(John 10:14-18) 

 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. 
 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. (Matthew 28:18-20a) 

 



The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 

rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 

supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 1:15-20) 

 

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 

time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 
 
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say 

to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing 

his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least 

believe on the evidence of the works themselves. (John 14:9-11) 

 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 

council. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 

come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 

(John 3:1-2) 

 

II. The demons Jesus encountered recognized and responded to His authority. (v. 23-26) 

In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an impure spirit. (Luke 4:33a) 

 

Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in 

front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that it might devour her child the moment 

he was born. (Revelation 12:4) 

 

The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads 

the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. (Revelation 12:9) 

 

…and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent 

over and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to 

her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” Then he put his hands on her, and 

immediately she straightened up and praised God. 

Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, 

“There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” 

The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or 

donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a daughter 

of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day 

from what bound her?” (Luke 11:13-16) 

 



The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving 

spirits and things taught by demons. (1 Timothy 4:1) 

 

Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. (James 

3:15) 

 

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 

gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Corinthians 4:4) 

 

And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:14) 

 

For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. (Hebrews 2:16) 

 

Jesus spoke of their end in the context of humans who don’t receive His forgiveness in Matthew 

 

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels. (Matthew 25:41) 

 

Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, 

and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. (John 1:45-6) 

 

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. (1 John 3:8b) 

 

III. Jesus’ demonstrations of His authority caused interest in Him to increase. (v. 27-28) 

Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus 

over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the name of the Jesus whom Paul 

preaches, I command you to come out.” Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing 

this. One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know about, but who are 

you?” Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave 

them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. (Acts 19:13-16) 

 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. News about him spread all 

over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering 

severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed 

them. Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis,
 
Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the 

Jordan followed him. (Matthew 4:23-25) 

 

While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy. When 

he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, “Lord, if you are willing, you 

can make me clean.” 



Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” And 

immediately the leprosy left him. 

Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the 

sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 

Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to 

be healed of their sicknesses. (Luke 5:12-15) 

 

 


