Live Love
I. Intro

1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthian 13:1-13
2. Reminder: lead vs. feed

3. Wasn’t last week’s service amazing?

A. It’s always good when God shows up!

B. More on that in a few minutes

4. Review Recent Messages

A. April’s message: Dreaming God Sized Dreams

a. Eph 3:14-21

i. Verse 20

· We serve a God… ”who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine”
b. God sized vs. Man sized dreams

c. God given built in homing device to your destiny: Passion

d. What vs. How

i. The Bridge – Long Island it is time to dream again

B. Two week’s ago message: Focus

a.  “What you focus on you make room for” JPJ

i. Light vs. Darkness

ii. Angels vs. Demons

iii. Problems vs. Possibilities

b. Above the line thinking

i. Col 3:1-2

· Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things."

c. Fixing our Eyes on Jesus

i. Intimacy is critical to this next spiritual season

ii. Intimacy will birth the love and faith critical to the days ahead

C. Last Week: Favor (three questions)

a. What is favor?

i. Strong’s: Grace

ii. Webster’s: a gracious kindness or a special privilege or right

iii. JPJ
· Favor with God indicated that you have a gift

· Favor with man indicates

· Timing of your gift’s release

· Scope of your influence

iv. Most of us get in trouble when we have favor with God but not with man

b. Why do we need favor?

i. Favor open’s doors – shared story

c. How do we grow in favor?

i. Proverbs 3:3-4
· 3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; 
       bind them around your neck, 
       write them on the tablet of your heart.
·  4 Then you will win favor and a good name 
       in the sight of God and man.

ii. The Message (verse 3)

· 3-4 Don't lose your grip on Love and Loyalty. 
   Tie them around your neck; carve their initials on your heart.

d. The test of love & loyalty

i. Is tested in the hard times not in the good times

ii. When you have the option to

· Love or withhold love

· When you have the option to be disloyal

· Will I stick the knife in their exposed back?

· Will I cover or uncover?

iii. To grow in favor you will face these test

iv. To grow in favor you need to pass these test
· With that in mind…
5. Today: Live Love

A. OK, so track with me…

a. We want to do God sized things

b. To do God sized things we need focus & favor

c. To grow in favor we need to pass the love & loyalty tests

d. Let’s look more closely at this love thing…

B. For weeks now God has been speaking this phrase to me… 
a. “LIVE LOVE”

C. Two questions today

a. What’s does it mean to “LIVE LOVE”?

b. How do we do it?

6. Read & Pray 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.
 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
 8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

A. Classic love verses

a. I had prepared to share this message last week

b. But the presence o f God fell durning worship and I decided to go with it.

i. God can edit anytime he wants to

c. Last week instead of preaching LIVE LOVE I thought we could just do it… corporately

d. So, last week we stood in the gap on behalf of loved ones in need

i. It was good

II. What Does it Mean to Live Love?

1. Verses 1-3 offers clear insights into what is NOT required to LIVE LOVE

A. Tongues

B. Prophetic Gifting

C. Spiritual Understanding

D. Spiritual Knowledge

E. Mountain Moving Faith

F. Extravagant Giving

G. Martyrdom

2. What is a (101) way of saying this?

A. Character over gifting?

3. Verses 4-7 offers the other side of the story – what are practical everyday examples of New Yorkers Living Love in the following areas?
A. Patience

a. Driving on the Southern State darning rush hour?

B. Kindness

a. Beep at twice on Friday for having the audacity to come to a full stop at a stop sign

C. Not envious

a. Of neighbor’s house, car, boat…

D. Not boastful

a. Your house, car, boat…

E. Not prideful

a. If love is NOT prideful what IS love?

i. Love is humble

ii. Love always takes the low road

iii. Love is the most powerful force in the universe while looking like the weakest

F. Not rude
a. It is more important to love than it is to be right

b. Right is important but if it is at the expense of love, it’s too expensive

c. The church has a long history of choosing rightness over love

i. Repeatedly the church has been willing to sacrifice relationships over less values

· Church splits of the color of paint?

· Dunk or splash – baptism?

· Truly we strain out gnats and swallow camels

· And the world laughs at us and we wonder why we have no influence

d. All men will know you are my disciples if… you’re right?  NO!

i. John 13:34 -35

· "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

· When Jesus used the phrase “a new command” to his disciples he might as well have said ok guys… # 11

G. Not self-seeking
a. Especially when we have been offended

b. What if we decided that we would become a people who were Unoffendable

i. Buttons pushed – why is there a button?

H. Not easily angered
a. OK, back to the Southern State (
I. Keeps no record of wrongs
a. Treasury Room experience - November 11, 2006
The treasury room is filled with ancient wonders.  To my left are ornate shelves filled with books, inventions, ideas, maps, history books of the future, sheet music and instruments, scientific breakthroughs, medicines, medical cures, Secrets of light and sound that release powerful energy.  Surprisingly I see athletes, baseball players and women tennis players.  As I look up I can see that the shelves go on and on and on.  It could be miles and miles high, higher than I can see.  Most everything has a golden color to it.  There are mantles and gifts and callings on the shelves.  There is creative life in this room.  If I can think of it in this room it appears on the shelves.  Or is it already there and when I think of it I notice it?  I’m not sure. 

I walk forward toward the shelves and see a brown leather covered book with my name embossed at the bottom of the front cover “Tom Zawacki”.  The cover is ornately hand tooled.  I’m fearful as I look at it and I’m not sure why. 

This book is face up on the shelf with eleven additional volumes neatly on the shelf behind it.  The one face up is illuminated the others aren’t yet.  I seem to understand that this means I have permission to open this book but not the others.  I take hold of it with both hands and feel life surge through my hands up my arms.  As I open the front cover I see statistics, dates.  The moment God thought me into existence, the moment of my conception and birth.  The numbers of hairs that were on my head at birth, size, shape, weight, color of my eyes, gifts, call, destiny and so on.  Every imaginable detail.  The following pages have every detail of my life.  I see huge blank sections like text had been erased.  I wonder why and instantly the answer comes to mind.  These blanks represent the sins I’ve confessed and been forgiven of.  I see red text recording both passion and pain, blue text for revelation I’ve received and black text for sin I have not yet repented for.  There are still many empty pages at the back of this book, about 10% of this volume it still to be written.  I can see words appearing on the pages recording even this event.  I close it and place it back on the shelf. 

i. God is love and love keeps no record of wrong
J. Love does not delight in evil
K. Rejoices with the truth.
a. I’ll get back to truth at the end…

L. It always protects
M. Always trusts
N. Always hopes
O. Always perseveres.
a. Always is a powerful word!

P. Love never fails

a. Love always looks likes it’s losing until it isn’t

4. These are the areas you can expect to be tested in…

A. Tests are not punishment

B. Tests come just before promotion

C. 3rd grade… 4th grade…

D. Hardest tests (finals) come before the most significant promotions

5. What if LIVE LOVE became your personal mantra?

A. What if LIVE LOVE became the motto of your life

B. Every day you would awaken with the singular goal in mind…

a. Today I will LIVE LOVE.

b. What would change?

i. What would change in you?

ii. What would change in your most intimate relationships

iii. What would change in your most superficial relationships?

iv. How would it impact your work place?

v. How would it impact the other Christians you know?

vi. How would it effect the non Christian in your would?

vii. Your Neighborhood?

viii. Your household?

ix. This Church?


III. How do we do it?

1. We do it with the people we have a hard time loving

2. Read Matthew 5:43-48

A. 43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

B. Notice what Jesus didn’t say…

a. He didn’t tolerate your enemy

b. He didn’t say cohabitate your enemy

C. Jesus said love your enemy

a. Close your eyes

b. Answer this question…

i. Who is your enemy?

ii. Who’s face came to mind?

iii. That’s your love test

· That’s your LIVE LOVE test

IV. Ministry Time

1. Vision of Love – March 1, 2008
A. Part of first 40 vision in 40 days

B. Much took place in the hotel lobby I referred to before

C. Met many Spiritual being the past few years

a. Wisdom & Revelation (Eph 1:17)

b. Righteousness – looks like a very large police officer in dress uniform

c. In this vision I encounter Love & Truth

I’m back at the hotel lobby entrance.  Righteousness is standing on my right and says “You have learned your lessons well.  Now I will introduce you to a more excellent way” 

We walk to my right; beside a window is a beautiful woman, a strikingly beautiful woman.  She seems both young and wise at the same time, she posses both the beauty of youth and the wisdom of age.  So much so that I can’t tell how old she might be.  She’s standing by an open window with a vacant chair I didn’t notice yesterday beside her. 

Righteousness in a very formal and gentlemanly manner introduces me.  “Thomas it is my pleasure to introduce you to the more excellent way, this is Love.” He says with a slight bow. 

As I reach out to shake her hand I stop and notice that Love is dressed in a grey business suit, as a matter of fact everything about her is grey, her skin, her face, her arms, hands.  She suddenly looks frail, old, even brittle and she’s shivering. 

I look to Righteousness and ask “what’s wrong, what’s happened?  And he answers, “Love has grown cold, it can happen very quickly”.  I’m saddened by this sudden change and the sight of her.  It feels awkward and I’d like to find a gracious way to excuse myself.”  Righteousness knowing my thoughts says “There is no excuse, talk to her!”  The authority in his voice made me realize that this wasn’t a suggestion, with that Righteousness walks away leaving us alone together. 

I offer Love the vacant chair and motion to close the window in the hope of making her more comfortable. She stops me and says with the sweetest most melodic tone of voice I have ever heard “This chair is for you and that window must stay open, it is also for you” 

Slowly I sit, how could I possibly resist her tender invitation.  The combination of sitting in this chair and the sound of Love’s voice reveals to me the truth that Love is a representation of the love in my heart.  My love has grown cold.  I weep and weep and weep.  With my face in my hands I sob uncontrollably. 

Love on my left draws near.  She bends over rests her left cheek on the back of my head and wraps her right arm around my shoulder and comforts me.  She consoles me.  I feel warm, I feel strengthened, I feel safe and I feel encouraged.  We stay like this until my sobs subside.  It feel like we have been here a long time. (Truly, Love covers a multitude of sins)
Love stands up, strokes the back of my hair (it’s grown out for a few days) and say “Look” I sit up and look out the open window in front of me.  I see a ship on the seas, an old fashioned sailing ship with many, many sails.  The waters are relatively calm but with a few swells.  Now I see many other ships out at sea. 

Suddenly and without warning a large, bright, constant beam of light shoots out of my mouth and out of the window.  I’m a lighthouse! 

I feel two hands on my shoulders.  Love is to my left no longer grey but blond and beautiful.  Wind from the open window blowing her hair and her sparkling light blue flowing gown.  On my right is the Spirit of Truth.  So often behind me, now for the first time I see her.  She could be Love’s twin sister, both the same height and build but Truth’s hair is an auburn red and her gown is glittering white. 

I understand!  Light will only come out of my mouth offering wisdom and guidance to the ships at sea when I speak truth with love! 

I can’t help but recognize similarities between Love & Truth and Wisdom & Revelation.  Love seems to be the feminine representation of Wisdom and Truth seems to be the feminine representation of Revelation. 

I seem to know that they (Love & Truth) are like power leads in an electrical current, disconnect one and the light goes out. 

At the same time they both remove their hands from my shoulder and face me.  They are both breathtakingly beautiful, stunning to behold.  They represent the fullness of God’s beauty! 

Truth speaks to me clearly and succinctly “Though Wisdom and Revelation are always with you, you can walk away from us.  It will go well for you if you never walk away from us”. 

Love adds “You will know that you have walked away from me when you become brittle, cold and ridged”. 

Truth speaks again adding “You will not know that you have walked away from me until Love reveals it to you. 

With that Love takes my left hand and Truth takes my right helping me up.  As I stand with (for) Love and Truth I feel an impartation from them to me.  My heart is filled with power and light, illuminating my head, torso and arms.  This lasts a few minutes and stops when they let go. 

Loves says to me “There are other you need to meet here, Righteousness will show you the way.  And with that this vision ends.
D. Let’s pray…
a. Pre – service prayer revelation..

i. Liquid fire poured into floor

ii. Bandage wrapped up legs

iii. Harpoon piercing hearts, connecting people front to back bringing alignment

iv. Heaven’s help
· Sword slicing an opening into heavenly realm

· This is the preaching of the word.

v. Restoration of relationships

· Thick golden oil poured out lubricating grace removing friction

· Nadine pray for spouses – passion

vi. Hebrews 10:9

