The Beatitudes 4 2011

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to Matthew 5

2 Today:  
A. Ministry Time:
a.  Word of Knowledge
b.  What we focus on we make room for
i I want to focus on healing & miracles
c.  I want to employ a model that get the body evolved
i I don’t want a “superstar” only model
B. Fourth installment of my continuing series on the Beatitudes
a.  My series in not an exhaustive exposition of the text
i These may well be some of the most often preached verses in all of the Bible
ii What I offer you in one facet of this enormous and brilliant gem of scripture
iii I’m sharing with you some of what I see
iv I strongly encourage you to study these verses for yourselves and discover what additional facets are revealed to you
b.  The Characteristics of Kingdom Citizens
i The Beatitudes represent the characteristics of kingdom citizens.
ii In the Beatitudes, Jesus sets forth both the nature and the aspirations of citizens of His kingdom. 
iii We at the Bridge have and are learning these character traits.
c.  Blessed in Greek is - Makarios (mä-kä'-rē-os) = Happy or Blessed
i From the inside out – an internal condition
ii It means more than being externally comfortable or entertained at the moment – it’s internal, not subject to external circumstances
iii This is the word Jesus uses in Matthew 5
d.  Today we’ll look at the Forth Beatitude from Matthew 5:6
i Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
But first let’s quickly review the first three

3 First Three Beatitudes
A. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven
a.  Poor speaks of a lowly beggar, one who is crouched down in humility
i Being poor in spirit is recognizing that we have no spiritual "assets." 
ii We know and admit that we are spiritually bankrupt in and of ourselves
iii We bring nothing to the table and God brings everything
b.  To these belong the Kingdom of Heaven
i A kingdom encompasses the sphere of influence of the King
ii God’s Kingdom is: God’s dynamic rule and reign, God’s assertive authority… Over all things, Over the enemy, And his deeds
c.  The Poor in Spirit are recognized by the Kingdom Character Trait of Humility
B. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
a.  Mourn = pentheo: to mourn, to lament, to wail
i Not a mild mourning… tear gently falling on cheek
ii We’re talking out of control, snot producing wailing, from depth of your being
b.  Universally commentators on this verse relate it to sin
i Grief at separation from God
· Or any action /activity that creates separation from God
· In other words, a broken heart over a broken relationship
ii Grief at the condition of: Our world, Our nation, The church, The lost, Our own cold, hard hearts
c.  Mourn = broken hearted
i Mourning is a breaking of that cold hardness
d.  There is a Blessedness in brokenness
i Psalm 51:7
· The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. (NIV)
ii The Broken are humble, teachable and Unoffendable
iii The broken aren’t self sufficient, self reliant or selfishly ambitious
e.  To these belong the promise of comfort
i The loving embrace of God
ii The relationship restored
f.  Those who mourn are recognized by the Kingdom Character Trait of Brokenness
C. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
a.  Meekness is…
i Strong’s Concordance
· Greek: prays (prä-ü's)
· mildness of disposition, gentleness of spirit
· Strong’s adds an additional paragraph describing meekness
· Here is an excerpt… “Gentleness or meekness is the opposite to self-assertiveness and self-interest. It stems from trust in God's goodness and control over the situation. The gentle person is not occupied with self at all. This is a work of the Holy Spirit, not of the human will (Gal 5:23).
ii Eugene Peterson seems agree, is his paraphrase The Message he writes…
· You're blessed when you're content with just who you are—no more, no less. That's the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can't be bought.
iii David Guzik Comments on blueletterbible.org
· In the vocabulary of the ancient Greek language, the meek person was not passive or easily pushed around. The main idea behind the word "meek" was strength under control, like a strong stallion that was trained to do the job instead of running wild.
· To be meek means to show willingness to submit and work under proper, healthy, godly authority. It also shows a willingness to choose to disregard one’s own "rights" and privileges.
b.  Vincent’s “Word Studies in the New Testament” says of meekness that…
i “…Christian meekness is based on humility, which is not a natural quality but an outgrowth of a renewed nature… it implies submission”
ii Don’t you know that it is not in our human nature to be submissive
c.  The popular Christian author and theologian John  Piper defines meekness as
i “…the power to absorb adversity and criticism without lashing back.”
d.  The meek are submissive
e.  We looked at Psalm 37
i It’s colorations to Matthew 5:6 
ii and steps to acquiring meekness

4 Kingdom Citizens are characterized by
A. Being Poor in Spirit – they’re Humble
B. Being Mournful – they’re Broken
a.  yielding to the Spirit of God
C. Being Meek – they’re Submissive and not vengeful
a.  Allowing God to vindicate them
D. To us belongs…
a.  The Kingdom of Heaven
b.  And the Comfort of God
c.  We will inherit the Earth

5 Read & Pray
A. 1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them saying: 
 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
      for they will be comforted. 
 5 Blessed are the meek, 
      for they will inherit the earth. 
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be filled. 
 7 Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God. 
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called sons of God. 
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

II The Fourth Beatitude “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” (Matthew 5:6)
1 Commentators 
A. David Guzik comments on “hunger” describing it as… 
a.  “…a profound hunger one that cannot be satisfied by a snack.”
b.  “…a longing that endures and is never completely satisfied on this side of eternity.”
B. Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary on “filled”…
a.  Shall be filled = “shall be saturated”
i Reminds me of “lavish” from 1 John 3:1
· Erica picking us up for airport 
b.  JFB further comments… “…hunger and thirst are the keenest of our appetites, our Lord, by employing this figure here, plainly means "those whose deepest cravings are after spiritual blessings.”
C. Theologian and Author John Piper also equates this hunger and thirst to eternity
a.  Piper quotes Ecclesiastes 3:11 “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men…”
b.  Piper goes on to say “…God has put eternity in our hearts and we have an inconsolable longing. We try to satisfy it with scenic vacations, accomplishments of creativity, stunning cinematic productions, sexual exploits, national sports extravaganzas, hallucinogenic drugs, … managerial excellence, etc., etc. But the longing remains.”
c.  He references Isaiah & Jeremiah
i Isaiah 55:2–3a “Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. 
ii Jeremiah 2:12–13 “Be appalled at this, O heavens, and shudder with great horror," declares the LORD. "My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.
d.  Piper continues… “Many of you here this morning are like this. Your soul is hungry and your heart is thirsty. You feel an insatiable longing for something. You are restless. Almost everywhere you turn, the grass is greener than where you stand. And the great tragedy for some of you is that even though this is the Spirit of God beckoning you to himself, you turn away again and again to short-run, temporary, backfiring pleasures of  …movies, or drugs or alcohol or tanning parlors or a new toy. And everything turns to ashes in your hands. The thrill of lust leaves the sediment of guilt and loneliness. The drugs and alcohol can't keep you from waking up in the real world again and again with your messed-up relationships. The tan looks so artificial and fades so quickly. And the new toy is so boring in just a few weeks. We drink at broken cisterns. And we eat bread which does not satisfy. And the words of C.S. Lewis ring more and more true. He said,
i “If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.”
D. Personal Ethos: Spirit
a.  I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit, I’m NOT content to live and intellectual and academic faith only.
E. Eugene Peterson seems to be tracking with these guys when he paraphrases Matthew 5:6 this way… “You're blessed when you've worked up a good appetite for God. He's food and drink in the best meal you'll ever eat.” (The Message)

2 Let’s define some key words
A. Strong’s Concordance defines 
a.  Hunger: peinaō (pā-nä'-ō)
i to crave ardently, to seek with eager desire
b.  Thirst: dipsaō (dē-psä'-ō)
i Those …who painfully feel their want of, and eagerly long for, those things by which the soul is refreshed, supported, strengthened
B. Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words
a.  Righteousness:
i Is "the character or quality of being right or just;" 
ii It was formerly spelled "rightwiseness," which clearly expresses the meaning. 
iii It is an attribute of God… "The righteousness of God" means essentially the same as His faithfulness, or truthfulness, that which is consistent with His own nature and promises.
iv "Dikaiosune (dē-kī-o-sü'-nā): whatever is right or just in itself, whatever conforms to the revealed will of God
b.  Tom Zawacki on Righteousness
i Righteousness is a uniquely divine quality
ii It is a foundational aspect of God’s nature and often linked to His justice
iii Righteousness is to be supernaturally synchronized and aligned with God’s divine nature
iv It’s a state of being we are incapable of  attaining without divine aid
v Likened to holiness. I’m holy because He’s holy and I’m his.
· Nadine is a Zawacki because I’m a Zawacki and she and I are one.
C. Vincent’s Word Studies in the New Testament
a.  Filled: “A very strong and graphic word… It is manifestly appropriate here as expressing the complete satisfaction of spiritual hunger and thirst”

3 Of God’s Righteousness the word of God says
A. Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; love and faithfulness go before you. (Psalm 89:14)
B. Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice like the great deep. O Lord, you preserve both man and beast. (Psalm 36:6)
C. But the Lord Almighty will be exalted by his justice, and the holy God will show himself holy by his righteousness. (Isaiah 5:16)
D. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:7)
E. But let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight," declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 9:24)
F. To hunger and thirst for Righteousness is to desperately desire God and His foundational nature.

4 Of man’s righteousness it is said…
A. “There is no one righteous, not even one…” (Romans 3:10)
B. “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags…” (Isaiah 64:6)
C. This 4th Beatitude has nothing whatsoever to do with an elevated level of Christian performance
a.  It is not our own improved level of righteous we are to hunger and thirst for!
i It’s not our good works, it can’t be
ii We have no righteousness
iii The best we have to offer is filthy rags
iv It has to be something else
D. We are to ardently crave, eagerly desire and painfully want to be supernaturally synchronized and aligned with God’s divine nature
a.  What we are to hunger and thirst for is Him and His nature!

5 Here’s some good news
A. This internal drive to “ardently crave, eagerly desire and painfully want”  came installed from the manufacturer
a.  It’s standard equipment
b.  God created us with hunger and thirst
B. We have it built into the very fiber of our nature of being
a.  As new born babies, moments from the womb we instinctively seek to feed our hunger and satisfy our thirst
b.  Just as newborns we crave mother’s milk, “Re-borns’ crave the Eternal
i We live with an eye toward heaven
ii And desire the manifest presence of God
C. This world is not our home
a.  Aliens, exiles and  strangers in this land
b.  Shawn Bolz “you’ve ruined me”
i John Paul Jackson, Bob Jones, Paul Keith Davis & Shawn Bolz’s stories have ruined me for the natural
ii Rice satisfies until you’ve had risotto
iii Hamburger satisfies until you’ve had steak
iv A $5 bottle of wine satisfies until you’ve had a $30 bottle
v Folgers’s instant coffee is fine until you’ve had your first Starbucks latte
vi The natural realm satisfies until you’ve tasted the supernatural
vii The world satisfies until you’ve experienced God

6 So, How’s Your Appetite?
A. Are you hungry and thirsty?
a.  What are you feeding your hunger?
b.  Sometimes we feed our spiritual hunger with natural things
B. I’m one of four siblings
a.  Two passive and two passionate
i Ricky & I are passionate individuals 
· God given passion (I believe)
ii But we have different appetites
· Mine after the Presence & Power of God
· His after competition – amazing hand eye coordination
C. Counterfeits
a.  Power, authority, success, ministry, position, comfort, fame or wealth
i Like junk food
· They never truly nourish
· Soon leaves us hungry again
D. What are you hungry for?
a.  Is it being satisfied?
i If not maybe it’s time to feed on something new?
ii Jesus’ promise is that we would be…
· Filled (NIV)
· Satisfied (NASB)
· Completely satisfied (AMP)
· This is a strange filling that both satisfies us and keeps us longing for more.
iii Remember Vincent’s
· Filled: “A very strong and graphic word… It is manifestly appropriate here as expressing the complete satisfaction of spiritual hunger and thirst”
E. Personal Testimony
a.  I have hungered and Thirst
i The past few years I have desperately cried out for a more intimate relationship with God
ii Repeatedly asked for eyes that see and ears that hear
b.  My appetite for God has grown exponentially
i And He has satisfied me
ii Exceedingly and abundantly more than I could ever have hoped for or imagined
iii Approximately hundreds supernatural experiences in the past few years
c.  He enlarged the place of my tent
i He has stretched my tent curtains wide
ii He has increased my capacity for him
iii And filled me to over flowing
d.  He is no respecter of persons, what he has done for me, he will do for you.

7 Kingdom Citizens are characterized by
A. Being Poor in Spirit – they’re Humble
B. Being Mournful – they’re Broken
C. Being Meek – they’re Submissive
D. Hunger & Thirst for Righteous – They Passionately Desire Eternity
a.  We ardently crave, eagerly desire and painfully want to be supernaturally synchronized and aligned with God’s divine nature
E. To us belongs…
a.  The Kingdom of Heaven
b.  And the Comfort of God
c.  We will inherit the Earth
d.  Satisfaction
8 Next Week;
A. Matthew 5:7 “Blessed are the merciful for they will be shown mercy”

III Ministry Time
1 Words of Knowledge

2 Close in Prayer
A. Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians
a.  14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. (Ephesians 3:14-21)

3 Pray for impartation

