Relationship 3 - Marriage
I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Ephesians 5
2. Two Weeks Ago: New Series on Relationships
A. God

B. Spouses

C. Children

D. Friendships

E. Outsiders

3. In Relationships 1: Loving Relationship with God vs. Performance Based Christianity
A. Thinking Generationally is a key to overcoming PBC

B. Looked at the differences between a Family an a Team

C. Looked at Difference between PBC and A Loving Relationship
4. In Relationships 2 we looked at Friendship with God
A. In John 15 Jesus calls us friends and the only command is to love
B. They type of friendship referred to here is “a best friend” type of a relationship

a. They type of friend you would ask to be in your wedding party

C. Jesus spent time with his friends

a. They ate together, traveled together, ministered together publically, discussed it together privately, the celebrated together, mourned together and even argued with one another.

b. They shared life, they experienced life together.

c. With the Disciples Jesus modeled relationship – Our Relationship with God

D. Old Ways and New Ways

a. Old = Spiritual disciplines

b. New Way = Go where the life is

i. Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6

ii. If there’s no life, He’s not in it

iii. Find the way that has life in it

E. Shared a personal experience where God showed me that the highest place is Friendship with God.

5. Today: Relationship 3 – Marriage

A. Today will be a little bit different

B. Nadine and I are going to do this one together

C. We’re going to interview one another

D. We’re not experts in marriage but we have been doing it for a long time (almost 29 years) and we still love one another, so…
E. We’ll cover a variety of topics

6. Read & Pray: Ephesians 5:21-33 (The Message)
A. Nadine to read the verses

a. 21 Out of respect for Christ, be courteously reverent to one another. 22-24 Wives, understand and support your husbands in ways that show your support for Christ. The husband provides leadership to his wife the way Christ does to his church, not by domineering but by cherishing. So just as the church submits to Christ as he exercises such leadership, wives should likewise submit to their husbands.  25-28 Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church—a love marked by giving, not getting. Christ's love makes the church whole. His words evoke her beauty. Everything he does and says is designed to bring the best out of her, dressing her in dazzling white silk, radiant with holiness. And that is how husbands ought to love their wives. They're really doing themselves a favor—since they're already "one" in marriage.  29-33 No one abuses his own body, does he? No, he feeds and pampers it. That's how Christ treats us, the church, since we are part of his body. And this is why a man leaves father and mother and cherishes his wife. No longer two, they become "one flesh." This is a huge mystery, and I don't pretend to understand it all. What is clearest to me is the way Christ treats the church. And this provides a good picture of how each husband is to treat his wife, loving himself in loving her, and how each wife is to honor her husband.

B. Tom Prays
II. Questions

1. Top 3 Tips for a healthy marriage
A. Tom to Nadine

a. What are your top three tips to a healthy marriage relationship?

B. Nadine to Tom

a. What are your top three tips to a healthy marriage relationship?

i. Faith in God

· Without a healthy personal friendship with God I will never be able to love Nadine

ii. It’s more important to love than to be right

· Loving Nadine is more important than winning the argument
· Magic words - I’m sorry, I was wrong, please forgive me

iii. Romance never has to die 

· and I take responsibility to foster it

· Date nights = quality time
· Cuddle time = physical touch
iv. Unity in major life decisions

· I’m the gas, Nadine  is the brake, both required to drive safely

2. Different Seasons of Marriage

A. What worked well when we had toddlers?
a. Recognize when Nadine needed a break from the kids

b. We needed to miss them every so often

c. Consistent disciple balanced with lots of love and affection

B. What worked well when we had teenagers?

a. Don’t allow parenting to create a wedge in our marriage relationship

b. Reap what we sow – teenage years are hard enough but made easier with a foundation of consistent disciple balanced with lots of love an affection

c. One of the best ways a father can love his children is to love their mother
i. Model it well for them

C. What’s working well when as empty nesters?

a.  A bag of potato chips has a shelf life longer than 7 seconds!

i. And I like potato chips

b. More dates together

i. Doing more fun stuff together

· Even if it means a trip to Costco

3. How to Fight Fair

A. Don’t go nuclear

a. Don’t use the “B” word

b. Don’t tell her your just like… (fill in the blank)

i. Your mother, sister

c. NEVER get physical

B. Tell her I want to talk about (fill in the blank) when would be a good time for you

a. Don’t ambush her with a topic

C. Don’t Dominate or manipulate

a. Treat wife as a little girl dominating and intimidating her

b. Fake weakness pulling on her material instincts

i. If you don’t want her to act like your mother stop behaving like a little boy

4. Thoughts on Sex
A. It’s a wonderful gift from God

a. He didn’t have to make it so pleasant

B. Men don’t be selfish – let it be all about her

a. Don’t use her – delight in her

5. What about money?

A. It’s not her money and my money, it’s our money
B. Who has the better finical skills?

a. Let that one take point

b. But communicate with one another

c. Give generously as the Lord leads 2 Corinthians 9:6-7

i. 6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

6. In the Hard Times
A. Hard times are sure to come
B. Extend grace to one another

a. I have been cranky, nasty while receiving Chemotherapy. 

i. Nadine has been gracious and understanding

C. Let the problem be the problem, not your spouse

a. Both get on the same side of the rope and pull together

b. Your spouse is not the enemy

D. If married to an unbeliever

a. Don’t be religious

i. Love is attractive and religion is repulsive

b. Remember that it’s kindness that leads to repentance

c. Pray passionately for them
7. Final thoughts

A. Love covers sin

B. Forgiveness sets you both free

C. No one has more authority to pray for you than your spouse

D. God is THE source, go to the well often 

III. Ministry Time

1. Anyone who wants prayer, a blessing or ministry for your marriage come up front and Nadine and I will pray for you
