The Gospel of John 19:17-27

Intro
· Open bibles to The Gospel of John 19:17-27
· Last week we looked at the beating and sentencing of Jesus
· This morning we’ll take a look at His crucifixion
· It’s a brief message today in light of our move
· We’ll cover John 19:17-27
· Let’s begin with verses 17-18

Verses17-18
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). There they crucified him, and with him two others - one on each side and Jesus in the middle.
· So the soldiers took charge of Jesus
· The Roman soldiers are doing the dirty work
· But make no mistake it’s the Scribes, Pharisees and Chief Priests who are the driving force behind all of this
· They have wanted Jesus dead for very long time now
· Matthew 14:12, 26:4, Mark 3:6, 14:1, John 7:1 and 11:45 just to name a few.
· They had Jesus carry his own cross
· Accounts differ whether is was the full cross or only the cross beam
· In either case it was horrific
· Especially in light of the beating he just took
· Crucifixion was a brutal death
· Brutal and humiliating
· Jesus was made to carry the instrument of his death through streets lined with people
· People who taunted him, mocked him, spat on him and pelted him with objects
· This walk of death has become known as The Via Dolorosa
· Latin meaning: "The Way of Grief," "The Way of Sorrows," "The Way of Suffering" or simply "The Painful Way"
· It’s a street within the Old City of Jerusalem, 
· Believed to be the path that Jesus walked on the way to his crucifixion. 
· It’s a winding route of about 600 metres or 2,000 feet.
· This path of suffering lead to Golgotha
· The place of the Skull
· Most of use know it by it’s Latin name Calvary
· Scripture does not reveal the precise location of Golgotha. 
· It simply states that Jesus’ crucifixion took place outside the city of Jerusalem
· Although near it as we’ll see in verse 20.
· Hebrews 13:12 adds
· And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood.
· The reason for this is that Jewish law did not permit executions and burials inside the city.
· Yet again we see just how twisted religious logic becomes
· They can kill their long await Messiah on trumped up false charges…
· You just can’t do it within city limits
· It is here that they crucified Jesus
· I did some research on crucifixion
· This is what I found…
· In 1968, scientists for the first time discovered the remains of a man crucified in Jesus' era. 
· The victim was nailed to the cross in a somewhat seated position, both legs over sideways
· With the nail penetrating the sides of both feet just below the heel. 
· The arms were stretched out, each stabbed by a nail in the forearm.
· Dr. Nico Hass, Hebrew University anatomy professor defines this as:
· "a compulsive position, a difficult and unnatural posture," 
· Evidently intended to increase the agony of the sufferer.
· This corrects the traditional view and artistic rendering of the crucifixion…
· i.e., with both palms nailed to the cross, and the legs stretching straight down with a nail piercing the front of the feet.
· Either way, Crucifixion represents the worst a tormentor could hope to inflict: 
· It was torture, exposure, degradation, and certain death
· All delivered drop by agonizing drop
· It was an one of the very worst form of torture.
· Jesus was crucified between two other men
· Luke 23:32 tells us that these two men were criminals


Verses 19-22
Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: Jesus of Nazareth, the king of the Jews. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”

Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
· Here we see that the religious leaders objected to this title:
· The King of the Jews
· Apparently they felt it was a false statement
· Nor did they like that it was written in the three common tongues: Aramaic, Latin and Greek
· They did not believe that Jesus actually was the King of the Jews. 
· Only that he claimed to be
· My guess is that they also saw it as demeaning
· It was a symbol, a literal sign of Rome's power to humiliate and torture even the "King of the Jews."
· So they complained to Pilate
· And finally Pilate exhibits some backbone and stands up to them stating:
· What I have written, I have written
· Some commentators think this is a relatively minor and unimportant issue.
· What’s the big deal about the sign posted over Jesus head?
· I disagree
· Jesus was in fact the King of the Jews 
· And not only the Jews
· Jesus was and is the King of kings and the Lord of lords
· And even with all that power and authority
· He willingly laid down his life for us
· I think this was not small technicality or mistaken oversite
· I think it was a prophetic statement to the truth of Jesus identity.

Verses 23-24
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.

“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,

“They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.” So this is what the soldiers did.

· Jesus’ undergarment or tunic was seamless
· This is just one more reminded that Jesus is indeed our great High Priest as Hebrews 4:14-16 tells us:
· Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
· Additionally, Exodus 28:31-32 tells us that the High Priest wore a seamless garment
· Here we also see that there are four soldiers responsible for this execution 
· They were overseeing the crucifixion
· Their “reward” is the very clothes off Jesus’ back
· Jesus literally gave everything he had for us
· The scripture referred to here is Psalm 22:18
· “They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.”
· Just one of the 355 prophetic promises concerning Jesus from Genesis to Malachi
· You can research it for yourself at:
· www.accordingtothescriptures.org

Verses 25-27
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, (klo-pas) and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
· To the very end Jesus is other focused
· How amazing is his great and lavish love
· Here though brutally beaten and crucified… 
· He’s concerned for his mother
· And entrusts her into the hands of his closest friend
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The author of this gospel
·  The disciple John
· Next week we’ll complete chapter 19 with a look at the death and burial of Jesus
Let’s Pray
