Grace 5

Intro
· Open Bibles to 2 Corinthians 12:1-10
· Today is my 5th in a series on the topic of Grace
· Read and Pray

I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know - God knows. 3 And I know that this man - whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows - 4 was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no one is permitted to tell. 5 I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 6 Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say, 7 or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Context of 2 Corinthians
· Written by Saint Paul
· In about 55-56 AD

· Theme of the letter is today’s main text:
· “The Strength of Weakness”
· Back Story:
· Most of this letter is devoted to explaining Paul's actions since the time he wrote 1 Corinthians
· So, it is important to have a clear idea of what happened in this time period. 
· The problem is that no really knows! 
· What follows is a "best guess." 
· That Paul promised to visit the Corinthians a second time, 1 Corinthians 16:5-6 makes that clear. 
· This visit apparently resulted in severe conflict with people referred to as "false apostles." 
· They attacked Paul vigorously, but what really hurt was the fact that the Corinthians did not rally or come to his defense. 
· So, this letter was written to prepare them for a third visit. 
· The background is further complicated by two factors. 
· First, Paul refers to a "painful letter" he wrote which has not been preserved.
·  Second, because the fierce tone of chapters 10-13 stands in a sharp contrast to the reconciling tone of chapters 1-9, 
· 2 Corinthians may actually be a combination of two letters! 
· According to this view, chapters 1-9 were written on the basis of Titus' report that the situation has been rectified
· See 2 Corinthians 7:6-13
· However, when Titus returned to Corinth he found that the "super-apostles" were back in charge. 
· 2 Corinthians 12:11
· “I have made a fool of myself, but you drove me to it. I ought to have been commended by you, for I am not in the least inferior to the “super-apostles,” even though I am nothing.”
· On hearing this, Paul wrote another letter which is our chapters 10-13.
· Characteristics: 
· This letter, as much as any other, allows us to see inside Paul: 
· His passion for the gospel
· His deep love for his churches
· The pain he felt over misunderstanding, rejection and attack
· And the costs of his sufferings.

Today’s Text
· Such a rich, full text
· Much that I could share
· I want to focus on verse 9
· But let me make a few brief comments on verses 1-8
· Verses 6-7a makes it clear that the man taken to the 3rd heaven (in or out of his body) is indeed Paul
· 6 Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say, 7 or because of these surpassingly great revelations.
· What is the thorn in Paul’s flesh?
· It’s a messenger of Satan
· Who gave Paul this thorn?
· Well, it’s Satan’s messenger
· So, I’d say Satan
· Why was it given?
· To torment him
· “because of these surpassingly great revelations.”
· What exactly is this messenger of Satan?
· Is it a demonic spirit?
· Maybe
· Or Is it people who opposes Paul and his “surpassingly great revelations”?
· In my humble opinion… probably
· It fits well within the context
· Verse 10 seems to indicate as such
· 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
· To me that sounds like people stuff
· And I can testify to the fact that sharing visions makes people very excited
· Sometimes in a positive way
· Other times in a pointedly negative way
· Who or whatever the thorn was Paul pleaded three times for it to be removed.
· Let’s pick up the account at God’s response in verse 9
· 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

· “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
· Let’s take a look at various translations of this quote


Translations
· “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” (NLT)
· My grace is enough; it’s all you need. My strength comes into its own in your weakness. (Message)
· Sufficient for thee, is my favour, for, my power, in weakness, is made complete (The Emphasised Bible)
· My grace (My favor and loving-kindness and mercy) is enough for you [sufficient against any danger and enables you to bear the trouble manfully]; for My strength and power are made perfect (fulfilled and completed) and show themselves most effective in [your] weakness. (Amplified)

Definitions: Five Key Words
· Grace: charis
· That which affords joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, and loveliness.
· Good will, loving-kindness, and favor
· A gift
· Sufficient
· Unfailing strength
· To be enough
· To be satisfied or contented
· Power: dynamis
· Strength, power or ability
· Inherent power
· power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature
· The power for performing miracles
· Moral power and excellence of soul
· The power and influence associated with wealth and riches
· The power and resources arising from numbers
· The power of armies and forces

· Perfect
· Fulfillment, to make complete, whole and full
· Weakness
· Of body or soul
· Lacking the strength…
· To understand a thing
· To do things great and glorious
· To restrain corrupt desires
· To bear trials and troubles

The TZV: Tom Zawacki Version might say it this way:
· “My favor and loving kindness is exceedingly and abundantly more than enough for you in this situation. Because my dynamic, supernatural power will fulfill you, making you whole and complete in your body and soul.”

This is Counter Culture – counter intuitive
· World’s ways vs. Kingdom
· Up – down
· Down is up
· First – last
· Last - first
· Greatest is servant of all
· Love life – lose it
· Lose life – find it
· Weak – strong

· So it is with grace
· We’re so conditioned to earn favor by our behavior
· And that system fits perfectly well in the world
· But God’s ways are not our ways
· Grace by its very nature cannot be earned
· It’s a gift
· A free gift, no strings attached

Back to verse 9
· 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
 
· But he said to me: 
· God had a response for Paul.  
· The answer was not what Paul was initially hoping for, or expected.  
· But God still had a response for Paul.  

· “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
· Instead of removing the thorn from Paul's life,
· God offered grace
· And that grace was more than enough
· Understandably Paul was desperate to have this burden removed
· That’s why he asked repeatedly
· But there are two ways of relieve a burden.  
· Remove the load
· Or strengthen the shoulders 
· Either way it’s no longer a burden
· Instead of taking away the thorn
· God would strengthen Paul under it with grace
· And show Paul His strength in the process

· I suspect that most of us don't really believe God's grace is sufficient until we we’re convinced that we’re insufficient.  
· For many of us, especially in a North American culture, this is a huge obstacle.  
· As a people we idolize the "self-made man" 
· And prefer to rely only on ourselves.  
· God often becomes our last resort
· We’ve done everything we know to do
· And when all else fails
· We turn to God.
· That’s when we discover
· That in His great kindness
· His grace really is more than enough
· In our weakness
· Recovering addicts knows this all too well
· Sometimes I wonder if we in the West are addicted to our strengths, abilities and resources

Let’s emphasize each word of: “My grace is sufficient for you”

· "My grace is sufficient for you."  
· Grace is the favor and love of God in action.  
· It means He loves us and is pleased by us.  
· Can’t you hear it from God?  
· "My love is enough for you."  
· Isn't it true?

· "My grace is sufficient for you." 
·  Whose grace is it? 
· Jesus' grace.  
· His love and favor are more than enough!  
· What has Jesus ever fail at?  
· Remember, Jesus suffered thorns too.  
· He cares. He knows.

· "My grace is sufficient for you."  
· It is right now.  
· Not that it will be some day.  
· Right now, at this moment, His grace is sufficient. 
· Maybe you thought something had to change before His grace would be enough.  
· But that’s just not true
· His grace IS sufficient for you right now!
· Maybe you thought, "His grace was sufficient once.” 
· Or “His grace may be sufficient again.”  
· But not now, not with what I am going through.
· Yet, God's word stands.  
· "My grace is sufficient for you."  
· Spurgeon wrote, 
· "It is easy to believe in grace for the past and the future, but to rest in it for the immediate necessity is true faith.  Believer, it is now that grace is sufficient: even at this moment it is enough for thee."

· "My grace is sufficient for you."  
· Absurd isn’t it?
· "Do you see the humor of the situation?
· As if anything of God could be insufficient?
· Of course His grace sufficient for little ole me!  
· How absurd to think that it could ever be any different!  
· As if a little fish could swim in the ocean and fear it might drink it dry!  
· Truly Grace IS an ocean and we’re all sinking!
· The grace of our crucified, risen, exalted, triumphant Savior, the Lord of all glory, is surely sufficient for me!  
· Don’t you not think it is rather modest of the Lord to say sufficient?"

· "My grace is sufficient for you."  
· I'm so glad God didn't say, "My grace is sufficient for Paul the Apostle."  
· I might have taken it as a loophole
· But God made it broad enough for all of us.
· God's grace is sufficient for you!  
· Are you beyond it?  
· Are you so different?  
· Paul called himself the worst of sinners
· The Osama Bin Laden of his day killing Christians
· Is the triumphant grace of the Lord Jesus Christ sufficient for you?
· You bet it is!

Concerning this text David Guzik writes
· “Think about this man Paul. Was he a weak man or a strong man?  The man who traveled around the ancient world spreading the gospel of Jesus despite the fiercest persecutions, who endured shipwrecks and imprisonment, who preached to kings and slaves, who established strong churches and trained up their leaders was not a weak man. In light of his life and accomplishments, we would say that Paul was a very strong man. But he was only strong because he knew his weaknesses, and looked outside of himself for the strength of God's grace. If we are going to live lives of such strength, we also must understand and admit our weaknesses, and look to God alone for the favor, approval and work of grace that will strengthen us for any task. It was the grace-filled Paul who said, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." (Philippians 4:13)

Let’s Pray
· Who needs grace today
· Who needs grace for thorns?
· Stand and let us pray for you.
