Relationship 2 God – Friendship
I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to John 15
2. Last Week: New Series on Relationships
A. Relationships 1: God & Performance Based Christianity
a. Ethos
i. Passion, Freedom, Spirit & Destiny

b. My Struggle with PBC
i. Weight of destiny & visions stirs PBC in me

ii. Destiny & God Sized Dreams

· I think this is where get into trouble

· We dream God sized dreams – this is good!

· And try to accomplish them with man sized ability – this is not so good!

· We start in the spirit and end up in the flesh

· Galatians 3:1-3

· In the process we move from grace to works

· We move away from relationship and toward performance

· Somehow in our hearts God has changed from Father to Boss

iii. Thinking Generationally is key to overcoming PBC

· Hebrews 11:39-40

· Abraham raising one son

· Divine Generational Relay Race

c. Family verse Team

i. Family is based on relationship, team is based on a task or goal

ii. Family is eternal, teams end when the task is completed

iii. You can’t be thrown out of a family for performing poorly, you can be kicked off the team for poor performance

iv. The leader of the family is a dad or a mom, the team leader is manager or captain

v. In a family you are irreplaceable, on a team you can be replaced by someone with a better skill set

vi. In a healthy family you are loved, on a team you are measured and valued by your accomplishments

· God is our Father, our loving Father

· Not our boss

· Jesus is our Bridegroom

· Not our manager

· God loves us unconditionally

· NOT based on our works 

d. PBC vs. Loving Relationships

i. PBC takes – Loving Relationships give

ii. PBC enslaves – Loving Relationships bring freedom

iii. PBC is all about rules and regulations – Loving Relationships are all about grace and mercy

iv. PBC is a lie – Loving relationships are truth

v. PBC leads to death – Loving relationships are life giving

3. In the series we will eventually look at relationships with

A. Spouses

B. Children

C. Friendships

D. Outsiders

E. But today I want to continue looking at our relationship to God

4. Today: Relationships 2
A. Last week we looked at the negative (PBC)

a. Today I want to focus more on the positive

B. Healthy Relationship with Almighty God

5. Read & Pray: John 15:12-15
A. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
B. What “command” is our friendship with Jesus hinged upon?

a. Are we back to PBC?

i. Is this friendship based upon what I do??

ii. Let’s look a little closer…

b. John 15:12 “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.”
c. He repeats it in verse 17 – John 15:17 “This is my command: Love each other”

d. The “command” is relational

e. The command is to love

II. Friendship
1. Jesus called these men his friends
A. What does the word friend mean?

a. In this context it means

i. Not a servant (there’s a vote against PBC)

ii. Includes the sharing of lessons learned

· From whom?

· The master, the CEO, The boss?

· No, from The Father

· Now that’s relational

b. Greek: Philos (fill-as)
i. An associate, a companion, a friend of the bridegroom who helps with the wedding

· The ushers at my wedding were my best friends

· This is referring to a close relationship

2. What do we know of the nature of these friendships?

A. A simple reading of the Gospels will show that…

a. Jesus choose them

b. They ate together

c. They stayed at one another’s homes

d. They traveled together

e. They ministered publically together

f. They discussed it privately afterwards

g. They disagreed with Jesus and among themselves

B. In other words, they spent time together

a. They shared life experiences together

b. They lived life together

i. Celebrations like weddings

ii. And hard times the death of their friend Lazarus or the garden of Gethsemane
C. This is what Jesus modeled for us

a. This is what he wants… FRIENDSHIP

b. Friendship with God

i. James 2:23 tells us that “Abraham was called God’s friend”
ii. David was a man after God’s own heart, Act 13:22

iii. The Apostle John was known as the beloved, John 13:22

iv. There’s more that a religion of rules and regulations available to us, much more!

III. Old ways and New

1. Old Way

A. Reading through the whole bible once a year

a. 3 chapters a day

B. Journaling

C. Memorizing Scripture Verses

D. Daily prayer times

E. Witnessing

F. Church attendance and Participation

G. Tithing

2. New Way

A. Go where the life is

a. Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6
b. What if this means more than the pathway to salvation

i. What if it means relationship?

· His truth, his example of living life is the way to relationship with God?

c. If there’s no life, He’s not in it

B. Good becomes enemy of best

a. All the elements of the old way are good – very good

b. But they becomes the enemy of best went they’re substituted for relationship

C. What has life on it for you?

a. Serving others?

b. Worship?

c. Intercession?

d. Meditation?

e. A walk in the park?

f. Do those things

D. Ministry is a miserable substitute and counterfeit for real intimacy with God

a. Friendship with God is the very highest place and calling

b. Let me share an experience that brought this truth home to me

IV. Friendship with God Visions
1. 40 Days 2008

A. February 21, 2008

I want to talk to the man by the fire place but I seem to know that proper protocol is to go to the counter first. 

The person behind the counter asks me:  

“Would you like a room?”  

And I say “yes”.   

“How high would you like to go?” 

“I would like to go all the way to the top” 

“It will cost you everything” he says 

“I understand, but I still want to go” 

“No, you don’t understand, it WILL cost you EVERYTHING” 

I pause to consider his words.  “I’m all in, there is no turning back now, I want everything God has for me, nothing more, nothing less, please give me my room key”. 

The man behind the counter looks at me; nods his head knowingly and says, “So be it, you can get your key from the man sitting by the fireplace”. 

The man sitting by the fireplace looks like someone out of the 1940’s or 50’s.  He’s dressed in a nice business suit, wearing a hat, legs crossed, smoking a pipe and reading a news paper.  He’s sitting in a comfortable chair angled away from the fireplace and has a small table beside him. 

He exudes wisdom, like a wise father figure.  I sense that he is a minister from an earlier era.  He looks like some of the pictures of seen of William Branham.  As I walk closer and can see that yes this is indeed William Branham. 

“Excuse me Brother Branham, I was told that I needed to get my room key from you.” 

Lowering his newspaper he looks up at me and says “I’m not Brother Branham, I’m his angel”.  I’ve been waiting for you”.  “I have been waiting for reassignment a very long time.  No on has been willing to pay the price”
With that he folds up his newspaper, hands it to me saying “this is your key” Then he stands up steps forward and enters into me. 

I feel the impact immediately.  It feel like my spirit has gotten bigger but my body has gotten smaller.  (Increase in spirit rule, decrease of flesh? I hope) the sudden change makes me feel dizzy so I sit in the now vacant chair before me.  Immediately the chair turns and faces the fireplace front and center.  The fire blazes and I understand that the price to be paid begins right now as I “face the fire”. 

B. March 16, 2008 Friendship with God room
a. 32 days later

I can feel the Spirit of God rest on me… as if to say, “Enough time in the realm of the mind, now come to the Spirit” 

I’m still sitting in the same chair as yesterday.  Wisdom and Revelation are back beside me.  For the first time I recognize a new door, this one isn’t easy to see, its back around the end of the check in counter and down a small hallway to the left of the elevators. 

I walk over to the wooden door, it looks very much like the solid wood doors labeled with the continents but this door is labeled  

“Private”
“Authorized Personnel Only” 

I try the handle and I notice that the door is locked.  It’s then that I remember the key given to me by William Branham’s angel.  I take out the paper from under my left arm and open it up the headline reads” 

“TOM ZAWACKI, FRIEND of GOD” 

The byline says Saint John and the article printed below is the whole of chapter 15.  I fold the paper up and effortlessly slip it into the lock, instantly the door opens.   

The room is bright and it takes my eyes a few minutes to adjust to it. When I do I notice two nice over stuffed leather chairs angled toward one another.  There’s a small round table between them with two steaming mugs of coffee at the ready. 

I stand wondering what to do the next, is it right to enter, just then Wisdom whispers in my ear “You have the key, access is granted, enter in”. 

I enter in, the door closes behind me and I sit down.  Jesus sits in the other chair, leans in and looks at me.  Deep in His eyes are… something like two video screens.  Their playing rapid images of… well… everything, from the beginning of time until now and from now until… until.  He’s making known to me everything he has learned from the Father.  It’s vastly beyond my intellect or anything that my mind could possibly comprehend, but it is all going into my spirit and easily. 

The images stop and I look at Jesus, He truly is beautiful beyond description.  Combined with his mercy and love, I’m melting, swooning… He reaches out his right hand and touches my left arm – I’m strengthened. 

Looking at him, I can’t – could bare to – look away, I say “This is the top floor isn’t it” and He says “Yes, it is”. 

“Friendship with the world is hatred for me, do not love the world.  You can love the world or your can love me, you can not love both.  You’ll have to choose”. 

“I choose you Lord” 

He smiles and says “It will cost you everything”. 

I smile back and say, everything is nothing compared to being here with you. 
· Can't love God & the world
· Can't love God and love the worldly ways of the church
· Loving one will cost you everything of the other
Jesus picks up his coffee, sits back in his chair, sips and says… “ah, this is good, here try some.”  Then he extends his cup to me. 

I take his cup in my hands and I can feel the power of Life on it.  Without hesitation I bring His cup to my lips, I sip and then I drink.  I can feel the warmth of Love flow throughout my being. 

I sit back feeling completely satisfied, the peace is extraordinary.  No fears, no anxieties, not a care.  We sit quietly for a long time, it’s awesome. 

Finally breaking the silence Jesus says “I have new assignments for you, the adventure has only begun.” 

With that the vision fades but I’m left with the understanding that I have many more divine appointments awaiting me in the Lobby & beyond.
C. Let’s pray
V. Ministry Time
1. Prophetic Ministry

