Mercy and Changing Seasons 2013

I. Open Bibles to Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
1. Last week I finished my series on Living Love
A. Over the six messages we explored various ways that we can live love including:
a. Giving up our need to right
b. Living Loved
c. Seeing ourselves and others as being in process
d. Forgiveness
e. Encouragement
f. Honor: Listen, Radom Acts of Kindness & Giving our time

2. Today: I’m beginning a new series on the topic of Mercy
A. Mercy and Changing Seasons

3. Read & Pray Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
A Time for Everything
 1 There is a time for everything, 
       and a season for every activity under heaven:
 2 a time to be born and a time to die, 
       a time to plant and a time to uproot,
 3 a time to kill and a time to heal, 
       a time to tear down and a time to build,
 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
       a time to mourn and a time to dance,
 5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
       a time to embrace and a time to refrain,
 6 a time to search and a time to give up, 
       a time to keep and a time to throw away,
 7 a time to tear and a time to mend, 
       a time to be silent and a time to speak,
 8 a time to love and a time to hate, 
       a time for war and a time for peace
4. Changing Seasons
A. According to Ecclesiastes 3
a. Our God, who lives outside time has a time and season for everything
B. With few exceptions most places in the world have changing seasons
C. Why? Why do seasons change?
a. God could have made it one temperature, one climate, everywhere year round – right?
i. But he didn’t why? 
b. I’m sure there are many scientific reasons
c. But could it be that’s It’s one of the ways God uses to communicate to us that things change.
d. Seasons change.

5. Biblically we see Change
A. Not only Ecclesiastes 3
B. But Isaiah 43:18-19
a. “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
C. Changing Wine Skins in Matthew 2
a. “…no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins.”
i. Is Jesus giving instruction on wine production or is he speaking about change?
D. Biblical Language
a. Old and New Testaments
b. Old and New Covenants
c. These are biblical terminology communicating change

6. Church History
A. Hebrews 13:8 is true that
a. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever 
b. But how we do this thing we call church has changed dramatically over the centuries.
B. Church History is replete with change
a. And I think were in the very early stages of another significant change
b. Not just CCC but the Whole Church World wide
c. Why do I say this?

7. Different Streams Communicating the Same Theme
A. I read a lot
a. I read from various sources and perspectives
b. And when I hear voices from different streams communicate the same thing it captures my attention
B. Three people you’d never see speaking at the same conference
a. They run in different ministry circles
b. Wayne Jacobsen, Phyllis Tickle and Arthur Burk
c. But they’re all communicating – in their own ways – that the church is changing
C. Now if you’re the type of person that likes change you’re thrilled right now
a. If not, then I’m scaring the bejesus out of you

II. Three Perspectives
1. Wayne Jacobsen: Relational Paradigm 
A. Relationship Not Religion
a. Wayne is passionately committed to helping people discover the joy and freedom of relational Christianity.
B. He champions change from institutional church structures to a more relational approach to God
a. With a special emphasis on the Father’s Love
C. He’s a well sort after speaker and author of six books including
a. He Love Me, SYDWTGTCA and The Naked Church
b. As you know by now, I’m a big fan of his work
D. From a relational perspective Wayne Jacobsen sees how we do this thing we call church changing

2. Phyllis Tickle: Historical Paradigm
A. Posted a video of hers on Facebook on Friday
a. It’s 47 minute long video presentation of a message she gave at the Vineyard Community Church in Shoreline, WA on November 22nd, 2009
b. Titled “The Great emergence
B. She’s the founding editor of the Religion Department of Publisher’s Weekly
a. Prolific Author of 25+ books including
b. The Great Emergence
i. How Christianity is Changing and Why
c. Embracing Emergence Christianity
i. The Church’s Next Rummage Sale
C. She is an authority on religion in America and a much sought after lecturer on the subject.
a. She’s no academic light weigh
b. She’s a 70-something intellectual dynamo
D. 500 Year Cycles
a. Phyllis Tickle’s Basic Thesis is that:
b. Every 500 years, (approximately) the Church goes through a rummage sale, and cleans out the old forms of spirituality and replaces it with new ones. 
c. This does not mean that previous forms become obsolete or invalid. 
d. It simply means they lose what she calls “pride of place” as the dominant form of Christianity. 
e. She uses as examples
i. Constantine in the late 4th century, early 5th, 
ii. The Great Schism of the 11th century, 
iii. The Reformation in the 16th century
iv. And now the Postmodern era in the 21st century
v. All have been points of reference for these changes.
E. Tickle Believes that we’re at the beginning of a new 500 year cycle 
a. What is giving way right now is Protestantism
i. In the form that we know it
b. And what is emerging is a new form of Christianity
i. What she is calling “The Great Emergence.” 
c. At this point one can only guess what form it will take
d. But, she says that Protestantism in all its denominational forms is losing influence and is giving way to alternative forms of Christian expression.
e. She make a very convincing historical argument for her position in the video
i. I encourage you to watch it
F. From a historical perspective Phyllis Tickle sees how we do this thing we call church changing

3. Arthur Burk: Prophetic Paradigm
A. Founder of the Sapphire Leadership Group.
a. It’s a Prophetic Think Tank
b. Strong Prophetic Gifts and one of the most outside the box thinkers I’ve ever encountered
c. Like Phyllis Tickle he’s also seen historical changes in the church 
B. But he identifies them different
a. He uses the 7 Redemptive Gifts of the Spirit from Romans 12:6-8 to mark the changes
b. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern (rule) diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
C. The 7 Redemptive Gifts are:
a. Prophet, Servant, Teacher, Encourager, Giver, Ruler & Mercy
D. According to Arthur Burk The 7 Redemptive gifts parallel 7 seasons in church history - those are as follows:
a. The Prophet gift was expressed in the Apostolic Era
b. The Servant season lasted through the two centuries of persecution 
c. The Teacher gift flourished during the huge monastic season
d. The Exhorter season was the Renaissance
e. The Giver season was the great century of mission (birther anointing)
f. The Ruler season roughly paralleled the 20th century
g. And we entered the Mercy season early in the 21st Century
E. Radical Paradigm Shift from The Ruler Season to Mercy Season
a. “The protestant Reformation looks like child’s play in comparison to the paradigm shift now at hand.” ~ Arthur Burk
i. That is a profound statement!
b. Historically the last move of God rejects and attacks the next move of God.
i. I don’t want to do this, I want to know what God is doing and then do it with him
F. From a prophetic perspective Arthur Burk sees how we do this thing we call church changing

4. Wayne Jacobsen, Phyllis Tickle and Arthur Burk
A. Three VERY different people from three VERY different streams all communicating the same thing: CHANGE
B. Can you see why it’s captured my attention?

5. So, I have good news and bad news for you today.
A. The good news is that the old has passed away and the new has come.
a. The bad news is that the old has passed away and the new has come.
b. It’s just a matter of your personal perspective on change.
B. We’ve experienced a taste of that change here ourselves with Brian and Donna leaving and our coming
a. It’s no small thing for a church to transition from it’s founding pastor.

III. Changing Seasons Analogy: Air Conditioning
1. The weather has changed since our first visit last Summer
A. Last July the Search Committee took us to Brackley Beach one afternoon
a. And we had a great time
b. We even had some amazing fish and chips
B. But it got down to -18 Celsius last night
a. And the forecast is for the same tonight
b. We’re not going back to Brackley Beach any time soon
c. Why?
C. We have to adjust to the change of seasons
a. Unlike seven months ago 
i. We have lots of snow on the ground here on PEI
ii. And many of you have sweaters, sweatshirts and jackets on today
b. Outside and inside things have change
c. I can’t do today what I did all summer because the seasons have changed

2. But what if I don’t like change?
A. I like summer better than winter…
B. So, what would you think if I got up, turned off the heat and turned on the air conditioning full blast??
a. Some of you ladies would freeze pretty quick
b. I’d see sweaters button up and jackets zip pretty quick
c. If it got cold enough in here you might even leave

3. But wait a minute
A. I have the Authority to put the air conditioning on
B. I have the keys to the building
a. I have the know how
C. As the pastor I have the position, the title and the authority to get up, turn off the heat and turn on the A/C right?
a. Yet even with all that - it’s still wrong for me to turn the heat off and A/C on in this season

4. But that’s What I’ve Always Done 
A. Throughout the summer, 
a. Each Sunday morning I would get to the church
b. Unlock the doors
c. Turn off the alarm
d. Turn on the lights
e. Pull out the equipment
f. Set up the chairs and 
g. Turn on the A/C
B. If I turned off the heat now and turned on the A/C would it be the right thing to do?
a. Would the fact that I’m the pastor make it anymore right?
b. Would that fact that this is the way it’s always been done before make it any more right?
c.  Of course not.
d. Why?
e. The season have changed and like it or not I need to change with them

5. All too often in the church we ignore the change of seasons
A. It’s as if we operate this way….
a. we always put the A/C on
B. it’s what we do every week, of course we’ll put it on today
a. And if people leave the church the answer isn’t to change with the season, the answer is to work harder.
C. Garfield and Wayne, not only do I want the A/C units on high blast next Sunday
a.  I want you to punch a whole in the wall and install an extra A/C unit and blast them all on high next Sunday
b. We’ll even get here an hour earlier to make sure they’re working at full strength
c. Because the answer to things not working out well in church is to work harder, right?
D. Or how about this… 
a. but you don’t understand Tom
b. I like air conditioning
c. My father installed those A/C unit
d. I’ve been here 10 years and we’ve Always used A/C on Sunday mornings
E. And then we’d wonder why the church building was empty
a. We wouldn’t consider changing how we do what we do because the seasons change would we?
F. OK, so I’ve played out this analogy to a ridiculous point to make a point
a. Just as we need to change with the natural seasons
b. we need to change with the spiritual seasons
G. If people like Wayne Jacobsen, Phyllis Tickle and Arthur Burk are right, the spiritual seasons have changed 
a.  And God really is doing a new thing

IV. Changing from The Ruler Season to The Mercy Season
1. Here are some distinctive from both of those seasons what we are moving out of and what we are moving in to.
A. The Ruler season was marked by learning how to build at unprecedented levels.  
B. By contrast, the Mercy season will be marked by people intimate with God.

2. The Ruler Season
A. The last 100 year spiritual season
B. In the Ruler Season the church learned:
a. Spiritual Warfare
b. How to build and how to fight
c. Religion, laws and rules governed the church
C. The 70’s & 80’s stressed Unity
a. Institutional Unity was highly valued
D. We saw the birth of intercessors
a. Initially the pastors were threatened by intercessors
b. But intercessors brought cross pollination between denominations and it enriched the church
E. Radical Change is at hand, to quote Arthur Burk 
a. “The protestant Reformation looks like child’s play in comparison to the paradigm shift now at hand.”
F. Nearly everyone in this room was born and raised in the Ruler season. 
a. This former season will have a strong, very strong gravitational pull on our lives
G. Ruler Season speaks a different language than the Mercy Season
a. Has different values and priorities
H. Ruler: designed to pull together a team of people to accomplish complicated tasks
I. The Ruler season has more than 100 years of momentum behind it
a. Much, if not all, of the training, conferences, church growth and church planting materials available today have been birthed from the Ruler Season and operate under Ruler Season momentum.
b. It can easily roll on lifelessly for many years to come
c. Like so many moves of God before it
J. The Ruler Season isn’t bad or evil, it’s just past.

3. The Mercy Season
A. The New Spiritual Season 
a. Began early 21st Century
B. Some Characteristics
a. Marked by Intimacy with the Father and the message of the Father’s Love
i. Note: Arthur Burk didn’t get this from Wayne Jacobsen
b. A change from Doing to Being
i. A change from a Martha season to a Mary season
· Luke 10:38-43
ii. 38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
iii. This is going to make it very difficult to maintain some or even much of what was built in the ruler season

4. Additional Characteristics of the Mercy Season
A. Fathering:
a. The new season will bring a revelation of the father heart of God 
B. Adulthood:
a. There is the massive change from spiritual children into adulthood.  
b. Children need lots are oversight and control
c. Adults don’t need to be controlled in the same way children do
d. We need to learn how to relate to God as adults, not slaves or children.
e. Leading adults is very different from leading children.  
f. Does anybody like being treated like a child?
g. Empty garbage can analogy
i. Adult does the whole thing
ii. Children need to be told what to do
iii. Rulers with their rules by their nature tell others what to do and what not to do
C. Intimacy
a. The basis of authority in the Ruler season was unity.  
b. God is no longer honoring that in the Mercy season.  
c. The new basis of authority is intimacy.  
i. Love is the hallmark
d. Trying to lead with the old sources of authority will merely lead to frustration for both leader and follower.
e. It will require that we choose not to violate love
i. Part of the reason I’ve spent so much time on it.
f. Those who “get saved” in the Mercy Season will largely reject the religious rules and regulations of the Ruler Season
g. The Mercy season will be marked by people smelling the fragrance of Christ. Why?
i. Because you pick up the aroma or fragrance of those you are intimate with
h. Books like:
i. The Shack
ii. So You Don’t Want To Go To Church Anymore 
iii. He Loves Me
· Are Mercy Season Books
D. Redeeming the Culture is an earmark of the Mercy Season
a. Things like Burning Man and Dream Interpretation Outreaches reflect well the Mercy Season
b. In the Mercy season, His objective is to redeem the entire culture, not just bring people out of the culture.
E. In the Mercy Season God is not so much focusing on the corporate identity or commitment to building the institution so much as he is focusing on your individuality and your personal intimacy with the Father. 
a. In the Ruler Season we were concerned with building the institution, in the Mercy Season the focus is on building each individual person
F. Presence
a. In the mercy season just our presence can change the atmosphere
b. Us being in His presence and
c. His presence in us impacting the atmosphere around us
G. Rest
a. The Mercy season is the 7th redemptive gift, paralleling the 7th day of creation, the day of rest
b. In the mercy season we see results hugely disproportional to our effort
i. 10 pounds of effort see 100 pounds of result

5. Problem
A. There’s a problem most all of us were born in the ruler season
a. Now the game has changed
b. the rules have changed
c. Some things carry over, many things won’t
B. This really is a massive change of spiritual seasons

V. Personal Preference
1. Does your personal preference make any difference to the fact that the season have indeed changed?
2. But Tom you don’t understand 
A. I really like the summer season
B. It’s my favorite season of all
C. I can relax at the beach, play in the water
D. Wear my favorite colors and outfits…
E. I have a lot invested in that season
F. And honestly, I don’t like this new season at all
G. I’m not familiar with it and it makes me feel very uncomfortable
3. I know, I understand, I’m sorry for your discomfort but…the season have still changed
4. Much of what I read says that people are leaving North American churches in mass, young and old alike, across denominational lines
A. Why?
B. Are they all back sliding?
C. Is it the devil?
D. Or could it be God – doing a new thing
a. Changing seasons
5. If the spiritual seasons have changed from a ruler season to a mercy season and the church doesn’t change along with it we can’t blame the people for leaving because they don’t want the air conditioning on in winter.
A. They’re not bad people, we’re stubborn leaders
B. We HAVE to change with the seasons!
6. Wimber Quote:
A. "Church history reveals a cycle in which the homesteaders of one renewal movement persecute the pioneers of the most recent move."
B. In this case the Homesteaders are of The Ruler Season
C. The Pioneers are of The Mercy Season

VI. Ministry Time
1. Let me end with this quote from philosopher and Medal of Freedom winner Eric Hoffer
A. ‎"In times of change learners inherit the earth; while the learned find themselves beautifully equipped to deal with a world that no longer exists. " 
B. We need to be learners in this new mercy season, not the learned rulers beautifully equipped to deal with a world that no longer exist.
C. Let’s pray and ask God to help us transition well into the new season
