God’s Unusual Ways 1 - Introduction 2013

I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Isaiah 55:6-11

2. Last Week
A. I completed a seven message series on Mercy 
a. We looked at the statement in James 2
i. “Mercy Triumphs over Judgment”
b. And the application of that truth from John 8
i. Jesus’ encounter with the Teacher of the Law, the Pharisees and the woman caught in the very act of adultery.
c. John 8:10-11
i. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

3. Today Beginning A New Series of Messages on “God’s Unusual Ways”
A. In the weeks to come we’ll look at God’s Unusual Way’s in the lives of
a. Moses
b. Gideon
c. Abraham
d. David
e. Jesus
f. And Possibly Others….

4. Read & Pray Isaiah 55: 6-11
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
       call on him while he is near.
 7 Let the wicked forsake his way 
       and the evil man his thoughts. 
       Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, 
       and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.
 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts.
 10 As the rain and the snow 
       come down from heaven, 
       and do not return to it 
       without watering the earth 
       and making it bud and flourish, 
       so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
       It will not return to me empty, 
       but will accomplish what I desire 
       and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
A. Powerful verses!
a. Verse 11 is especially encouraging to me
b. But in this new series I want to focus on verses 8-9
 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.
 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts.
B. Life verses
a. Isaiah 55:8-9, along with Ephesians 1:17 and Luke 4:18 have been life verses for me.
b. Repeatedly on my spiritual journey I have come face to face with the reality that God’s ways are not my ways.
c. His ways are often different than what I had planned or expected
d. His ways are often inconvenient and contrary to my logic.
e. However, they have always proven to be much higher, much better.
C. Example: Bob Jones Macaroni and Cheese story
a. At a conference God speaks to Bob “macaroni and cheese” nothing else, no explanation.
b. Knowing it was the Lord he gets up and speaks it.
c. Woman in the back with a gun in her purse ready to kill herself
d. Prays: God if you’re real have one of these “prophets” get up and say something stupid like “macaroni and cheese”
e. Her life was saved that day because of God’s mercy and Bob’s willingness to look foolish.
D. This morning I want to use these verses to establish a truth for this series on God’s Unusual Ways.

E. Three Points Today
a. Context
b. Implications
c. Application

II. Context of Isaiah 55
1. Back story (David Guzik on www.blueletterbible.org)
A. Isaiah
a. The book of Isaiah is named for the prophet who authored the book.
b. The name Isaiah means "The Lord is salvation." 
c. The prophet Isaiah was married, had two sons and lived in Jerusalem
d. Isaiah’s mission was to turn the Hebrew people to the Lord as the only hope of their salvation.
B. Time Frame
a. Isaiah ministered from about 740 to 680 b.c. 
b. For about 20 years, he spoke to both the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah. 
c. After Israel’s fall to the Assyrians in 722 b.c., Isaiah continued to prophesy to Judah.
d. This period of Israel’s history is told in 2 Kings chapters 15 through 21 and 2 Chronicles chapters 26 through 33. 
e. Isaiah was a contemporary of the prophets Hosea and Micah. 
f. By the time of Isaiah, the prophets Elijah, Elisha, Obadiah, Joel, Jonah, and Amos had already completed their ministry.
C. A National Crisis
a. Isaiah was a prophet at a time of national crisis
i. The superpower of the day, Assyria was about to engulf the northern nation of Israel.
ii.  And the southern nation of Judah was repeatedly faced with threats from the larger surrounding nations.
D. Commentator Harry Bultema says of the Prophet Isaiah…
a. “Most of all, Isaiah was a great man of God. Isaiah “has the courage of a Daniel, the sensitivity of a Jeremiah, the pathos (emotional appeal) of a Hosea, and the raging anger of an Amos; and moreover he leaves all of them far behind the in the unique art of holy mockery. His courage is of such a nature that he never, not even for a moment, shows himself to be weak or timid.”
i. How would you like to have that as an obituary?
E. The Book
a. Chapters 1-39: Judgment
b. Chapters 40 – 66: Redemption
i. 40-48: God’s Gracious Dealings with Man
ii. 49-58: God’s Gracious Provision of Redemption
iii. 59-66: God’s Gracious Promises of Hope
c. Chapters 49-57 more specifically focus on the Messiah as the Prince of Peace
i. With Chapter 55 commutating that God’s grace will be extended to all sinners who trust in the Lord.
· What was so radical about this is that it included Gentiles, non-Hebrews
· Which brings us back to verses 8 & 9

2. God Boxes
A. With the incarnation Jesus blew up the Pharisee’s God box.
a. They had no spiritual box for the Messiah as God in human form
b. It was mind blowing for them
c. His ways were not their ways
B. In Acts 10 God does it again to the first century church by revealing to Peter in a vision in a trance that the Gospel was not only for Hebrew believes but available to Gentiles as well.
a. Scandalous, I tell you!
C. In the 1970’s Revival hit the Catholic Church
a. Millions were filled with the Holy Spirit
b. The Pentecostals had no box for Spirit filled Catholics
D. What might the Lord do next to blow up our God boxes?
a. What conservative evangelical paradigms are about to go boom?

3. Translations
A. NIV
a.  8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.
 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts
B. The Message
a. "I don't think the way you think. 
   The way you work isn't the way I work." 
"For as the sky soars high above earth, 
   so the way I work surpasses the way you work, 
   and the way I think is beyond the way you think.”
b. I love the clear simplicity of The Message
C. New Living Translation (Verse 8)
a.  “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD.
      “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine.
b. This is why I hold suspect anyone who professes to have it all figured out.
i. It’s just pride, foolish pride.

4. Hebrew Definitions of Key Words
A. Thoughts = Thoughts, plans and purposes
B. Ways = Journey, direction, path, manner, course of life and character
C. Higher = Lofty and exalted

5. Of verse 8 and 9 Commentator David Guzik says…
A. “God doesn’t think the way we do. We get into a lot of trouble when we expect that He should think as we do. Because we are made in the image of God, we can relate to God’s thoughts, but we cannot master them.”
B. “God doesn’t act the way we do. He does things His way, and His ways are often not our ways. We get into a lot of trouble when we expect that God should act the way we do.”
C. “Gloriously, in Jesus Christ, heaven has come down to earth, and we can have our thoughts and ways transformed to be more like God’s thoughts and ways.”
a. This transformation is a process
b. It’s often difficult
c. It’s the place we are in right now
i. You and me.

III. Implications
1. If his thoughts are not our thought who’s thinking needs to change?
A. Mine does
B. Yours does

2. If his ways are not our ways who’s ways need to change?
A. My ways
B. Your ways
C. Our ways

3. How much higher are the heavens above the earth?
A. Infinitely Higher
a. Theoretically we agree…
b. It’s the practical application that trips us up.
B. Like when God moved Brian and Donna to Raleigh, North Carolina.
a. It’s at the very intersection of His ways and our ways that trust is tested and trust is established.
C. Remember my Two Undeniable Truths of the Universe
a. #1 - God is Good.
b. #2 - God Loves Me.
c. Trust declares that: Everything else begins at #3.
D. Now why would Scripture explicitly state that God thoughts and ways are higher than our thoughts and ways?
a. Because we would disagree with his thoughts and ways and need to change our thoughts and ways to align with His.
b. (Repeat  this)

4. Think about the lives of our Bible heroes
A. God did some very strange things with them
a. Moses: A burning Bush? Parting the Red Sea?
b. David: Killing a giant soldier with a slingshot?
c. Daniel: sleeping in a lion’s den
i. His friends in a fire?
d. Joseph’s preparation to rule a nation was imprisonment?
e. Jesus’ friends were long shore men, loan sharks and prostitutes
i. And He entrusted His Kingdom to them!
ii. And if that wasn’t enough…
· He’s chosen US – You – Me!!!

IV. Application
1. The walls and sides of our personal God boxes are comprised of our thoughts and our ways

2. We might never say these things but…
A. The primary reasons we work so feverishly maintaining our God Box are pride and control.
a. Pride
i. “I’ve always done it this way.”
ii. “I’m never wrong”
iii. “I’m always right”
b. Control which is really Fear
i. “If I wrong on this what else comes into question?”
ii. “I like my life the way it is”
iii. “I don’t like change”
B. If this is you – boy oh boy do I relate
a. My spiritual journey have been one long discovery that His ways are not my ways
b. But let me encourage you – His ways really are…
i. Better
ii. Much More Freeing
iii. Filled with life, awe, mystery and wonder
iv. And infinitely more rewarding and satisfying

3. The Testimony of our Lives
A. It was illogical to send a city kid from Brooklyn, NY to plant a church in rural Clarksburg, WV.
a. Little did I know that I would learn to love and pastor prophetic people there.
B. It was illogical to move our son in the middle of High School
a. But little did I know that both our children would take classes in Washington State that would set them on the course for their lives.
C. I could go on and on…
a. Our (mine and Nadine’s) continued and on going yes to His ways over our ways has allowed us to…
b. Live in amazing places
c. Minister to thousands, significantly impacting the lives of many across the continent.
d. God has used us to train and equip scores of people
e. And He has repeatedly used us to open blind spiritual eyes and set captives free
D. Could God have used us if we said no?
a. Maybe, but He has repeatedly required our yes and we have repeatedly given it to Him.
b. Again and again we said yes to his ways at the expense of our ways.
c. It’s all been worth it and I would do it again and again and again.

4. I love this quote from Richard Rohr:
A. In it Rohr describes the prophetic ministry of Jesus
a. “There are two ways of being a prophet. One is to tell the enslaved that they can be free. It is the difficult path of Moses. The second is to tell those who think they are free that they are in fact enslaved. This is the even more difficult path of Jesus.” ~ Richard Rohr
b. Through our submission to His thoughts and ways God has graciously allow Nadine and I to participate in this ministry of Jesus. 
i. It’s what I call the “Emancipation of the Freed”
c. And it begins by agreeing with God’s word in Isaiah 55
8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways,” 
       declares the LORD.
 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts

V. Let’s Pray
1. Ministry Time

