God is Good

I.  Intro
1.  Open Bibles to Luke 11:1-13

2.  Last Week: First Message as CCC’s new pastor
A.  1 Corinthian 14:1 “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.”
B.  Three distinctive we bring to Community Church’s collective
a.  “Follow the way of love”
i.  or “Purse Love” – run after the way of love
b.  “Eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit.”
i.  Live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
c.  Especially Prophecy
i.  Understand the varied ways that God communicates
· I have some experience in this area
· I happy and eager to share with you

3.  Today: God is Good
A.  Knowing God is essential to live loved
B.  Living Loved before living love
C.  Gifts and Love love

4.  Read & Pray: Luke 11:1-13
A.  Interested this morning in verses 11-13 but we’ll begin at verse one for context
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:
“‘Father,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
“3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 Forgive us our sins,
    for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.’”

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.
9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
B.  In the context of prayer Jesus’ point is that our Father is good and he gives good gifts – namely the Holy Spirit.

II.   Knowing God is essential to live loved
1.  Question
A.  When thinking about God, how many see Jesus as the good one, the Father as the mean one ad the Holy Spirit as the weird one?
a.  The old good cop bad cop things…
b.  I’m concerned that we that we really don’t know who God really is.
B.  Why is that?
a.  I posted a Philip Yancey quote on Facebook this morning…
i.  “When Jesus came to earth, demons recognized him, the sick flocked to him, and sinners doused his feet and head with perfume. Meanwhile he offended pious Jews with their strict preconceptions of what God should be like. Their rejection makes me wonder, could religious types be doing just the reverse now? Could we be perpetuating an image of Jesus that fits our pious expectations but does not match the person portrayed so vividly in the Gospels?”
b.  I’m concerned that organized religion continues to misrepresent God
i.  Too many good intentions distorted by ambition, pride and a willingness to control people through coercion and manipulation. 
ii.  It’s time for it to stop.

2.  Personal Desire
A.  OK, track with me…
a.  I want to be known by love and I want live supernaturally
i.  To love I need to be loved
ii.  To be loved I need to trust God
iii.  To trust him I need to know him


3.  Do we really know him?
A.  What say you?
a.  Is God the Angry Judge or is he a kind, gentle and loving Father?
B.  Scripture says that God made man in his image
a.  Yet all too often we make God in man’s image
i.  And unfortunately that image looks a lot like our earthly fathers
ii.  Especially when they’re angry
C.  I’m concerned that most people don’t know who God really is
a.  That most believers don’t
D.  I love this Brennan Manning quote
a.  “‎If we take all the goodness, wisdom and compassion of the best mothers and fathers who have ever lived, they would only be a faint shadow of the love and mercy in the heart of the redeeming God.”
E.  Saint John said it this way in 1 John 4:16…
a.  “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.”
b.  Verse 18 goes on to say
i.  “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.”
· Does this sound like the God you know?
· Is this how you would describe God the Father?
c.  Verse 19 says
i.  “We love because he first loved us.”
· How can I live Loved if I don’t know he loves me?
· How can I trust Him if I don’t think He’s good?

4.  If God is love than what about 1 Corinthians 13?
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.
A.  If God is love can we say that…
a.  God is patient?
b.  God is kind?
c.  God isn’t self-seeking
d.  God is NOT easily angered?
e.  God keeps no record of wrong?
f.  God always protects, trusts, hopes and preservers?
g.  God never fails?
i.  Could God actually be THAT good? Really?
B.  Is this the Heavenly Father you know?
a.  If not, you’re not alone
C.  From the beginning, in the Garden of Eden the Father has been misrepresented
a.  The issue in the Garden wasn’t temptation, it was trust.
b.  It wasn’t so much a temptation to sin but an attack on relationship.
i.  Can God be trusted?
· “Indeed, has God said…?” Genesis 3:1
· “For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:5
· He’s holding out on you!
· He doesn’t have your best interest at heart!
· You can’t trust him!
ii.  The attack is the same today
· Where there’s no trust there is no relationship
· Trust is at the core of Living Loved
· So the true nature and character of God has been distorted from the beginning

5.  The cry of my heart is that we would know the truth about the nature and character of God and that it would set us free
A.  The truth of God’s nature is this…
a.  1 John 3:1 “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!”

III.  Living Loved to live love
1.  When it comes to raising children we recognize the importance of a loving home environment.
A.  The health, life and freedom that is afforded a child who is raised secure in love
B.  How much more so in our relationship with our Heaven Father?

2.  Internal not external
A.  Living loved is an internal not an external thing
a.  I know rich kids raised in a loveless home
b.  I know poor kids who’ve been loved extravagantly
B.  Living loved not about how much stuff you have or your circumstances
a.  Jesus was born in a manger
i.  The Father loved him perfectly
ii.  And you know that Mary just loved her baby boy

3.  Two Undeniable Truths of the Universe
A.  Jimmy Archer & Kelley Anne
a.  God is good
b.  God love me
c.  Everything else begins at number 3
B.  I choose not to judge God’s goodness or love form me by my circumstances
a.  Rather I choose to judge my circumstances in light of is goodness and love
b.  It helps me to live loved
i.  Especially in the hard times
C.  Secure in love, I can love
a.  I love because he first loved me

IV.  The Gifts and Love
1.  God is love, his gifts we’re never intended to be expressed lovelessly
A.  Not only do we have an distorted very of the Father
a.  We also have a distorted view of His gifts
B.  In 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 Saint Paul said it this way…
a.  “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.”
C.  For some in the church the answer has been to discard or ignore the God’s gifts
a.  They’re messy
i.  I’m not satisfied with that
ii.  I’m convinced we can embrace God’s good gifts and do so without sacrificing love
b.  Even more – 
i.  I believe we can combine the two and learn to love in whole new and exciting ways.

2.  Back to my main text – verses 11-13
A.  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
a.  As broken as we are most of us know how to give good stuff to our kids
B.  I believe God is good
a.  I believe He loves us and we can trust him
b.  And when we ask him for the Holy Spirit he will give us good things
C.  I want to give you what I have
a.  That’s why I’m here
i.  Part of that is a loving expression of God’s good gifts
b.  For some this may be new
i.  For others it may be very familiar
c.  My heart is to stretch you in a loving, kind and humble way
i.  Questions are welcomed and encouraged

3.  Let’s pray
A.  Father, help us know the truth about your love for us and let it set us free
B.  Reveal your goodness and love
C.  Father we trust you and we’re asking, give us the Holy Spirit

4.  Ministry Time
