Gifts of the Spirit 5

I Intro
1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

2. Gifts of the Spirit 1& 2 
A. Laid a foundation for the series
a. The gifts of the spirit are of course biblical
b. The gifts are for the common good
c. The gifts are for today

3. Gifts of the Spirit 3 & 4
A. We looked at the gifts Word of Wisdom and Word of Knowledge
a. Wisdom, knowledge and discernment
b. Last week we looked at the Word of Wisdom
B. For each we briefly covered
a. Defined the Gift
b. What is its purpose?
c. How does it work?
d. Offer some biblical examples for each
C. Last week: Word of Knowledge
a. Can come in different ways
i. Can come with varying degrees of detail
b. Most people wrestle internally
i. Is this really God or is it just me? 
ii. We’re culturally conditioned to reject the spiritual
iii. This can be overcome with risk, intention and practice

4. Today we’ll look at the Gift of the Spirit: Discernment of Spirits
A. We’ll define it
B. Explain its purpose
C. How it works
D. Offer some biblical examples
E. We’ll end with a ministry time – Doin’ the Stuff
5. Read and pray 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
A. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.

B. I’m preaching this series for two main reasons?
a. To help foster healthier and more intimate communication between you and God.
b. To help you do what God has called you to do more effectively.

II Define Discernment of Spirits
1. Discernment of Spirits is spiritual insight to confidently distinguish between human, demonic or divine activity.
A. It is a supernatural perception into the spiritual realm for the purpose of determining the source of spiritual activity.
B. The Greek word used here means: to distinguish, discern or judge
a. From a root word meaning: to separate, make a distinction, or prefer

2. I heard John Arnott from Toronto Airport Christian Fellowship use this example:
A. Four people on the floor shaking
a. One’s being healed physically
b. Another’s being healed emotionally
c. The next one is manifesting a demon
d. And the last guy is mimicking the others because he does want to be left out.
B. On the outside they looked the same
a. Discernment of Spirits can see beyond external appearances

III Purpose of Discernment of Spirits:
1. Test Prophecy: 1 John 4:1-3
A. “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.”

2. Deliverance Ministry: 
A. To help free those who are demonized, be they oppressed afflicted, or tormented.
B. In Luke 8 Jesus delivers a demonized man who ran around naked and lived in the tombs.
C. How did Jesus know the guys as demonized and not just mentally ill?
D. Discernment of Spirit and, when he cast the demons out the man was better
E. Discernment of Spirits is not only the ability to sense a red flag but to determine who’s flag it is.

3. Unmasking Evil
A. Gehazi in 2 Kings 5
a. Deceiving Naaman into giving him silver and clothing Elisha had declined.
b. Verses 26-27 “But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his chariot to meet you? Is this the time to take money or to accept clothes—or olive groves and vineyards, or flocks and herds, or male and female slaves? 27 Naaman’s leprosy will cling to you and to your descendants forever.” Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and his skin was leprous—it had become as white as snow.”
B. The False Prophet Elymas in Acts 13:6-12
a. 6 They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, 7 who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 10 “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11 Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind for a time, not even able to see the light of the sun.” Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord.

4. Recognize Counterfeit Gifts
A. Like those referenced in 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10
a. 9 The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, 10 and all the ways that wickedness deceives those who are perishing.” 

5. For Discerning a Person’s Spiritual State
A. Example: New guy on the job. When I was near him it felt like he was a Christian to me. I didn’t want to come right out and ask him so instead I started humming a popular Christian song and he joined right in.
B. People with a gift for evangelism are able to sense when a person is ready to begin following Jesus
C. Sometimes you can sense when they are nowhere close to being ready.
D. John Paul Jackson at a New Age Fair
a. Walking the aisles
i. Counterfeit,  Counterfeit,  Counterfeit,  Real Gift
b. Acts 2:17-18 “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.”

6. And more
A. I’ll get to additional examples later in the message

IV How does Discernment of Spirits work?
1. Bank Teller Example
A. Bank tellers are trained to spot counterfeit money by working with the real deal.
B. When they pick up a counterfeit bill:
a. It doesn’t feel right in their hands
b. It doesn’t look right
c. It may not smell right
C. Discernment of Spirits works in a similar way.
a. When we’ve been intimate with Jesus we can recognize what’s of Him and what isn’t. 

2. The Revelation of Discernment of Spirits may come in very similar ways to a Word of Knowledge
A. Take Note:
a. The gifts over lap like blending colors
b. Not hard, sharp, defining lines of demarcation
B. You might see something on, near or around a person
a. Light or dark
C. You may hear that still small voice of God
a. It can be subtle or startling
D. You might sense a red flag
a. Women’s creepy guy radar
E. There is an inward knowing
a. This is that.

3. This is what I do
A. I look
a. I look at a person’s being?
i. Is it light or dark”
b. I look into their eyes
i. Do I see life or are they lifeless and dead?
c. Sometimes I can see light or color around a person
i. The color and brightness of the light can be an indication of what gifts they have and how strong they operate in them.
ii. The absence of color can be an indicator as well.
B. I listen
a. To them
i. Not just their words but their hearts
b. To God
i. What’s going on here Lord?

4. Practical Tips
A. Don’t Judge a Book by its Cover
a. Three people all dressed in black at Burning Man
i. Turned out to be Christian author Alan Hirsch, his wife Deb and a leader from his church called “The Tribe” in LA.
ii. Look with spiritual not natural eyes
B. Beware of your Personal Bias
a. Let’s be honest, we all have them
i. New Yorkers don’t like people from New Jersey.
· New Jersey is the arm pit of America
b. It’s easy to believe that God always agrees with all my opinions.
i. But of course this isn’t true.
ii. Because my opinions change and God never changes
iii. He’s the same yesterday, today and forever.
c. The Pharisees crucified their long awaited Messiah
i. We’re vulnerable to deception when there’s something we want.” ~ John Paul Jackson
d. His ways are not our ways
e. And God will offend our minds to reveal our hearts
C. Note Their Response to Interacting with You
a. “I want to punch you in the face” Story
b. Another lady just went unconscious 
c. Coworker singing along with me

5. Dream Interpretation and Discernment of Spirits
A. Often Employed in Dream Interpretation
a. I have to discern the source of the dream
b. Is it Human, Demonic or Divine?
c. Color and context are helpful tools to discern
B. Whatever the source God can and has used the interpretation for good.

V Biblical Examples of Discernment of Spirits
1. Jesus about Nathaniel in John 1:47-50
A. 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.”
B. Jesus discerns Nathaniel’s nature

2. Samuel and David 1 Samuel 16
A. Samuel goes to Jesse’s house to choose a new king
a. In verse 6 Samuel looks at Jesse’s oldest son and thought:
i. “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.”
B. But in verse 7 The Lord says to Samuel
a. “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
C. Samuel asks if Jesse has any other sons
a. He tells him about David and they send for him
D. When David arrives the Lord says in verse 12
a. “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”
E. Prophetically Samuel discerns God’s choice

3. Peter of Jesus in Matthew 16:13-17
A. 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 
B. The Father revealed to Peter that Jesus was the Messiah

4. Jesus with Peter in Matthew 16:23
A. A few verses later things go south for poor Peter
a. Jesus predicts his death and Peter rebukes Jesus, here’s Jesus’ response:
b. “Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”
B. Jesus discerns the source of Peter’s rebuke

5. Paul in Acts 16:16-18
A. 16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.

6. Utilizing Discernment of Spirits
A. Jesus knows Nathaniel’s nature
B. Samuel chooses a king
C. Peter knows that Jesus is the Messiah
D. Jesus knows the source of Peter’s rebuke
E. Paul casts a demon out of a slave girl

7. Next Week: 
A. We’ll look at the Gift of Faith


VI Ministry Time
1. I want to add experience to instruction with this series
A. So each week we’ll be making space for the Holy Spirit to minister 
a. If you want to learn how to swim, we have to get in the water

2. Everybody please stand
A. Let’s pray
B. Holy Spirit come and move with your gifts among us
C. Lord give us Words of Knowledge about what you want to do this morning
D. Go where the Holy Spirit leads
E. Look  for who has light on them and ask them to be today’s ministry team
F. Ask for words of knowledge


