Today I want to preach part 1 of a 3 part series entitled…


The Legend


When you think of the word Legend many definitions come to mind…

· Legend being…

· 1st – A great story that may or may not be true.

· We say things like…
· “Legend has it - he alone shot 40 men in the battle.”
· “Legend has it – Bigfoot lives in Southeastern Oklahoma.”
· “Legend has it - there are catfish as big as cars in Lake Eufaula.” 

· Stories that are UNVARIFIED or UNAUTHENTICATED.

· 2nd – A very famous person.

· We make statements like…
· “That guy is a Legend in the world of snipers.” (Chris Kyle – known as the “The Legend”)
· To the world…“John Wayne is an American Legend.”
· Evangelist Billy Graham - is a living legend.”

· 3rd – A Legend or Key on a map – “Wording or a diagram on a map explaining the symbols that are used on the map.” 

· EX - Blue line – represents rivers
· ----- - represents railroad tracks
· So on…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Today I want to start this series by teaching a message entitled…

The Legend of Christmas
Tall tale or True story?


Let’s be real…

· In America the Christmas story has kinda become legend…

· As the story goes…“It’s about 2000 years ago, the evening of December 25. Mary rides into Bethlehem on a donkey, urgently needing to deliver her baby. Although it’s an emergency, all the innkeepers turn them away. So they deliver baby Jesus in a stable. Then angels sing to the shepherds. Afterwards, they all join three kings with camels in worshipping the quiet, newborn.”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I hate to burst your bubble but some of these things are legend and not really based on facts from the bible…

· Tradition: Date of Christ’s Birth - December 25th 
· We celebrate it on this date because of tradition – not necessarily because of the facts.

How do I know?
· Luke 2:8 – “8That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep.”

· Shepherds wouldn’t have their sheep in the fields at night in the winter. (Below freezing, not much forage in the fields.)
· They would have had them in the corrals where they were out of the weather and safe.
· But they would in the fall when the weather was nice. (Sept.)
· History tells us: Roman Catholics were the ones who chose Dec. 25th in light of trying to outdue some pagan festivals that happened shortly before then.

· Tradition: Mary rode into Bethlehem on a Donkey
· Bible doesn’t say how she got to Bethlehem – it says she came with Joseph. 
· Possible – yes – Factual – not so much. 

· Tradition: Jesus was born in a stable or barn. (I’ve been to the town of Bethlehem)
· If it was outside - it was a cave like area carved out of the side of the hill, or the bottom floor of the house or inn of some of their relatives. 
· People slept on the top floor and kept their animals in at night on the main floor.

· Tradition: We sing about 3 kings that came riding in on camels traveling to see Jesus.
· The bible never says they were kings.
· They are referred to as Magi – wise men. 
· We say there were 3.
· But the bible just calls them Magi (plural) so we know there was more than one, but there could have been 10. 
· No camels were mentioned.

· By the way: 	These wise men probably visited Jesus after he was a year or two old, not the night he was born.
· How do we know this could be possible?
· King Herod felt threatened by the future Messiah so he ordered that every male child in Bethlehem 2 yrs and under. This would mean that some time had passed – and Jesus was 2 yrs old or younger.
· (Matt. 2:16)

· Traditional Song – Away in a manger – “Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head…the cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, But the little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.”
· Anyone ever had a baby? – Babies cry all the time.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



That’s some of the ways that we’ve made the story of Jesus’ birth Legend…


· But what about the actual story of Jesus’ birth – is it legend or is it true?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


When it comes to the facts about Jesus birth many in our world would claim they are only legend too…


EX – ATHEISTS BILLBOARD - There’s a Christmas tradition in NYC’s Times Square where atheist are challenging the validity of the Christmas story…

· One year it was… (Show billboard pics)
· Santa pic – below – read – “Keep it Merry.”
· Jesus on the Cross – read – “Dump the Myth.”
· Another year…
· Pic of the Nativity scene – read – “You know it’s a MYTH. This season celebrate REASON.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


But lets take a look at it ourselves…



· Matthew 1:18-25 – “18This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. 19Joseph, her fiancé, was a good man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly. 20As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: 23“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” 24When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife. 25But he did not have sexual relations with her until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus.”




Many might ask…


A lot of things seem unreasonable…

· 1st – Virgin birth

· Vs. 18 - “18This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant …”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Anyone ever none someone who was born from a virgin?
· Not likely
· Can you just imagine how much Joseph and Mary were made fun of?

· EX – You know how getting pregnant happens right? Ever been around someone who has lots of kids and they’re pregnant again, and someone will joke, “You know this thing works.”

· When they said that to Joseph – “You know how this thing works Joseph?…” Joseph might have said,  “Yes I do but…I’ve never slept with her.”

· Mary was a pregnant Virgin!

· 2nd - Impregnated by the Holy Spirit?

· Vs. 18c – “…she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

· I thought that only happens through natural intercourse?
· What in the world?

· 3rd – Angel spoke through a dream.

· Vs. 20 – “20As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
· Kinda unreasonable 

· 4th – Jesus was God come to earth.

· Vs. 23 – “23“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’”
· So this little baby is God!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


If you have any common sense at all you might think that this story is very unreasonable?
· How can it be true?
· These things are just beyond natural comprehension!!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




But here’s what my answer would be to this question…



[bookmark: _GoBack]The story of Jesus’ birth isn’t reasonable – it’s SUPERNATURAL. 


Ever had something happen to you that was beyond reason?

· Horrible wreck – you walk away w/o a scratch. – Beyond natural reason? Definitely. 
· All the signs of a miscarriage – but the baby is fine. – Supernatural – you bet! 
· Needed money to keep the lights on – a check is in the mail. Does it make sense? No way.
· Person has cancer one day – goes back for a check up – and it’s gone. – Can’t be explained. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Here’s what I’ve learned in my short life on earth…


· Some things…only make sense in light of knowing that God was a part of it.

· And when we look at these stories and events – knowing that God is real and has a hand in everything – TRUSTING IN HIS SUPERNATURAL WORK MAKES TOTAL SENSE!

· This is the supernatural story of Christmas!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· Isaiah 40:12; 15; 22; 25-26 – “12Who else has held the oceans in his hand? Who has measured off the heavens with his fingers? Who else knows the weight of the earth or has weighed the mountains and hills on a scale?... 15No, for all the nations of the world are but a drop in the bucket. They are nothing more than dust on the scales. He picks up the whole earth as though it were a grain of sand… 22God sits above the circle of the earth. The people below seem like grasshoppers to him! He spreads out the heavens like a curtain and makes his tent from them. 25“To whom will you compare me? Who is my equal?” asks the Holy One. 26Look up into the heavens. Who created all the stars? He brings them out like an army, one after another, calling each by its name. Because of his great power and incomparable strength, not a single one is missing.”

This is the GOD OF THE SUPERNATURAL POWER!


· Virgin Birth? – You bet I believe it cause our God is supernatural!
· Pregnant thru the Holy Spirit? - Absolutely I believe it’s possible! Our God is supernatural!
· Angels speaking thru a dream? – Sure it’s possible! 
· Jesus was God with us! – You’re dang right!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



You say, Beau – what makes you so sure?

· Answer: I’ve experienced His supernatural power myself!

· I was born out of my mother’s womb! - Miracle
· I’ve taken a breath – for 42 years.
· I look at a newborn baby calf and see the supernatural hand of God.
· I see the Grand Canyon – and see the supernatural.
· I’ve been set free supernaturally by the forgiveness of my sins.
· I’ve experienced His peace in the midst of darkness.
· I’ve watched Him change hopeless situations – into hope filled ones.

· Our God is supernatural – He is capable of doing things that nature can’t explain.

· And I’ve experienced all of this… so your Dang right it’s True!
· You’re dang right I believe it!
· He’s the…
· Supernatural
· All knowing
· All powerful 
· Creator God
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Is the Christmas story unreasonable? W/o a doubt!
· But it’s possible through the supernatural work of God!

· I’ll bet the farm on that! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What about you?

· Would you bet the farm on it?

Here’s some big questions you might need to ask yourself:

· Is what I see all there really is?
· Or is there something beyond this world?
· Is God really real?
· Or are the stories of the bible just LEGEND?

· As believers we CAN answer this question with confidence and certainty.

· Yes there is a God.
· Yes He created this world by His supernatural power.

· Yes…
· Mary was a virgin.
· Mary was most certainly made pregnant through the Holy Spirit.
· The Angel did show up in a dream and told them to name Him Jesus.
· And they did just as He told them.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Closing:

Our response to the story of Jesus should be the same as those who were in it!

· “We trust in you Lord.”
· “We believe You’re in control. “
· “And we place our faith in the person of Jesus Christ.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Bow heads:

Born in a stable or a room.
Kings riding on camels.
Christmas on Dec. 25th 

· None of those things really matter!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


What really counts is that…

· A supernatural God.
· Showing His supernatural power.
· Gave us His supernatural Son.

· So that we might be supernaturally Changed by His sacrifice on the cross!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Not only did Jesus have a supernatural ENTRANCE – He made a supernatural EXIT. 
· He rose from the dead.
· Why?
· So we might be saved.

Do you believe in Jesus?
Have you experience His love?
He wants to set you free from your sin.
All He asks if for you to believe in Him, Receive His forgiveness and make Him the Lord of your life!


Prayer of Salvation

Renew your commitment to Him
· “I trust you like Joseph and Mary did.”
· “Use me to reach this world.”
· “For the glory of Jesus Christ.”
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