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Intro
· Open bibles to Mark 7
· This morning I’m continuing my series on healing
· We’re taking a look at Jesus’ healing miracles and power encounters from Mark’s Gospel
· And seeing what we can learn from them
· As we go forth and pray for the sick

· Last Week: Mark 5:21-43
· Jesus’ healing with the women who had the issue of blood 
· She touched the hem of his garment
· Jesus’ encounter with Jairus and his daughter
· Jesus told Jarius: “Don’t listen to them, just trust me.”
· Mark 5:36 in the Message
· And then he raised his daughter from the dead

· Today:
· One Power Encounters from Mark 7:24-30
· Greek Woman’s Daughter
· But before we get into to that, for contexts sake…

· Highlights from Chapters 6:1-7:23
· What happened from Mark 5:43 until Mark 7:24?
· Mark 5 ends with the raising of Jarius’ daughter from the dead
· Let’s pick up from there…

Mark 6:1-6
· Jesus goes home to Nazareth and begins teaching (v1-6)
· Jesus is all about Proclamation and the demonstration of the Kingdom.
· He preaches the Kingdom and then does the stuff
· Or he does the stuff and then preaches the kingdom
· Some are amazed at his wisdom and the miracles
· Others were offended (v3)
· Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.

Mark 6:7-13
· Jesus sends out the 12 two by two
· Jesus has been utilizing a show and tell model of training
· First he did it and the disciples watched
· Now the disciples get to do the stuff
· Everyone gets to play (v12-13)
· They went out and preached that people should repent. They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.
· Sounds just like the stuff Jesus did
· Proclamation and demonstration

Mark 6:14-29
· Is a detailed account of why John the Baptist was beheaded

Mark 6:30-44
· Jesus multiples food and feeds thousands
· When the disciples returned from doing the stuff they wanted to tell Jesus everything that happened
· They tried to go off, by boat, to a remote place so they could talk privately 
· But a large crowd saw Jesus and followed them
· So Jesus had compassion on the crowd and taught them many things
· More proclimation
· It was getting late and the disciples were concerned about the people finding food
· In verse 37 Jesus says to them: 
· “You give them something to eat.”
· The poor disciples must have been so confused
· They had no idea what Jesus could do with just 5 loaves and two fish.
· Verses 42-44 tells us that:
· They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.

In Mark 6:45-56 Jesus walks on Water
· What an amazing journey
· Calming storms
· Walking on Water 
· Multiplying food
· Casting out demons
· Healing the sick
· And even raising the dead – WOW!
· It’s not like God is keeping his power under wraps!
· How is it that the whole world isn’t already bowing down at his feet?
· Mark 6 ends with these words (v53-56)
· When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret (ga-ness-a-rat), and anchored there. As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went - into villages, towns or countryside - they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it were healed.
· This edge of the cloak thing seems to have caught on, eh?
· Even with all these signs and wonder and amazing teaching, teaching as one with authority…
· The Pharisees still take issue with him
· Chapter 7 opens with yet another confrontation




Mark 7:1-24
· With all the amazing signs and wonders Jesus has performed the Pharisees are concerned that Jesus disciples hadn’t washed their hands properly 
· And so they question Jesus about it in verse 5
· “Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?”
· The old wineskin simply can not abide the new wine
· Jesus addresses the heart of the issue in verse 15
· Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them.”
· As God said to the prophet Samuel on the day David was anointed King…
· “The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” ~ 1 Samuel 16:7b

So far in Mark’s Gospel Jesus has healed people in various ways
· Cast out a demon (1:25)
· Rebuked a fever (1:31)
· With a word of command “I am willing, be clean” (1:41)
· He forgave sin (2:5)
· He healed a man’s shrivelled hand on the Sabbath 3:5
· Delivered a demonized man by sending a legion of demons into a herd of pigs (5:12)
· Woman with issue of blood healed by touching the hem of his garment (5:29)
· Raised Jarius’ 12-year-old daughter from the dead. He took her by the hand and said to her “Little girl, I say to you, get up!” (5:41)
· As well as his command over nature
· Calming storms, walking on water and multiplying food.
· Let’s look at two additional healings

Mark 7:24-30
Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret. In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an impure spirit came and fell at his feet. The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia (pho-knee-sha). She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter.

“First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”

“Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”

Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.”

She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

· Two questions come to mind as I read this:
· What’s up with this interaction?
· Just how would you categorize this healing/deliverance?

· Let’s take the second question first.
· Jesus doesn’t go to the girl, like he did Jarius’ daughter
· Jesus doesn’t personally interact with the girl like he did the man with a legion of demons
· Jesus, as far as we can see from the text, 
· Jesus doesn’t even pray.
· He simply announces what has happened
· “…the demon has left your daughter.”
· This is healing by announcement
· This deliverance by announcement
· The same God said: “Let there be Light”
· Announced that: “…the demon has left your daughter.”
· The miracle working power of God displayed conversationally.
· Maybe THAT’S what it’ll be like for us when we realize just who lives within us?
· And he qualifies the announcement…
· “For such a reply, you may go;
· … the demon has left your daughter.”
· Her reply had an impact
· Why?

· Let’s take a closer look at their interaction
· Now Jesus had traveled about 50 miles north from Gennesaret (ga-ness-a-rat), on the Sea of Galilee to the vicinity of Tyre
· That’s about the distance from here to Wellington, PE
· Jesus has left Hebrew territory and has entered into Gentile territory
· For anyone paying attention it has been clear all along that Jesus came not just for the Jews but for all of humanity.
· Verse 24 tells us that he entered a house… obviously a Gentile house.
· There was a Jewish traditions of the time that said:
· “A faithful Jew would have nothing to do with Gentiles, and would never enter a Gentile's house.”
· It’ll already clear that Jesus doesn’t play by their rules
· Healing on the Sabbath
· Eating without ceremonially clean hands
· So here’s Jesus
· In a gentile house
· Trying unsuccessfully to hide from the crowds that seem to follow him wherever he goes
· And a gentile woman approaches him
· In verse 25 the text tells us that…
· “…as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an impure spirit came and fell at his feet…. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter.
· The woman was Greek, meaning a Gentile, a non-Jew.
· Matthew’s account tells us that she was a Canaanite, meaning she was a Palestinian 
· And she’s making an impassioned plea for her demonized daughter
· Falling at Jesus’ feet and begging
· Matthew’s Gospel adds a few extra details:
· She refers to Jesus this way:
· A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.” ~ Matthew 15:22
· The cultural distinctions are clearly understood.
· A Canaanite woman is asking a Hebrew Healer for Divine help with a significant spiritual problem with her Palestinian daughter.
· This is violating all kinds of social norms
· It’s just not done
· And the woman was relentless
· Does anyone here know someone who is relentless?
· They will not quit until they get what they’re after!
· Neither does this woman.
· Jesus doesn’t respond her and yet she continues
· Making her plea to the disciples
· Matthew 15:23 tells us:
· So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”
· Undeterred she makes her case directly to Jesus
· Mark 7:27
· Jesus says to her:
· “First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 
· Children meaning the house of Israel
· Dogs meaning the gentiles
· A word about “dogs”
· It was common for Jews to call gentiles dogs in that culture
· And it wasn’t a compliment
· Not “man’s best friend” dog
· The term commonly used then was more akin to a certain “B” word we’re all familiar
· A word I will not use from this pulpit.
· This is NOT the word Jesus uses here
· He uses a much softer and kinder word meaning: 
· Small dog… or puppy

· Mark 7:28
· She replies to Jesus’ kindness with humility:
· “Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 
· She responds, NOT with the “B” word
· But with the same softer, kinder word…
· Even the puppies eat the children’s crumbs
· She got Jesus’ message
· She got it and replied in kind
· Such passion and humility
· This is a desperate woman who is willing to do anything for her daughter’s freedom.
· Jesus, knowing that she got the message says to her:

· Mark 7:29
· Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.”
· Reply – they understood each other!
· Matthew 15:28 puts it this way:
· “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.
· Faith: pistis – trust, great trust!
· Trust was communicated and exchanged cross culturally with but a word
· Such great trust that a mere announcement was all that was needed and the daughter was set free
· Oh the power of relationship!
· Oh the power of trust!

· Mark 7:30 tells us that:
· She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
· Don’t you just love Jesus!

· Paul was right on when he said in Galatians 3:28-29
· There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

· Or as that classic children’s song went:
Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world
Red, brown, yellow
Black and white
They are precious in His sight.
Jesus loves the little children
Of the world.

· Let me close with this well known verse:
· For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
· And the slightly less popular verse 17
· For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

· Let’s pray
· Ministry Time
