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Jesus associated with utterly unexpected and “undesirable” people. 

I. Jesus called one of the most despised members of society to be one of His disciples. (v. 

13-14)  

 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized [by John]. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we 

do?” 
 
“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. (Luke 3:12-13) 

 

…and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. (Luke 5:28) 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he 

was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was 

short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see 

him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down 

immediately. I must stay at your house today.” So he came down at once and welcomed him 

gladly. 

All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 

possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four 

times the amount.” 

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 

Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:1-9) 

 

II. Jesus’ association with sinners increased tension with the smug and self-righteous 

Pharisees. (v. 15-16) 

 
Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and 

others were eating with them. (Luke 5:29) 

 

(All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words, acknowledged that 

God’s way was right, because they had been baptized by John. But the Pharisees and the experts 

in the law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.) 

Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I compare the people of this generation? What are 

they like? They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling out to each other: 

“‘We played the pipe for you, 

    and you did not dance; 



we sang a dirge, 

    and you did not cry.’ 

For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a 

demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ (Luke 7:29-34) 

 

“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 

and work today in the vineyard.’ 

“‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

“Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he 

did not go. 

“Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 

“The first,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the 

kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and 

you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw 

this, you did not repent and believe him. (Matthew 21:28-32) 

 

III. Jesus came to save only those who will admit their sin and need for a Savior. (v. 17) 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees 

and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 

them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he 

finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls 

his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I 

tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents 

than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. (Luke 15:1-7) 
 

Do not bring your servant into judgment, 

    for no one living is righteous before you. (Psalm 143:2) 

 

Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous, no one who does what is right and never sins. 

(Ecclesiastes 7:20) 

 

As it is written: 

“There is no one righteous, not even one; 
 
    there is no one who understands; 

    there is no one who seeks God. 

All have turned away, 

    they have together become worthless; 

there is no one who does good, 

    not even one.”
 
(Romans 3:10-12) 

 



If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 

Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for 

righteousness based on the law, faultless. (Philippians 3:4-6) 

 

The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For 

this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect 

those who draw near to worship. Otherwise, would they not have stopped being offered? For 

the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for 

their sins. But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins. It is impossible for the blood of 

bulls and goats to take away sins. (Hebrews 10:1-4) 

 

But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ (Matthew 9:13) 

 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, 

through the law we become conscious of our sin. (Romans 3:20) 

 

“I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:32) 

 

So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my 

inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the 

law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a 

wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to 

God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Romans 7:21-25) 

 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has 

laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) 

 

But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I 

consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 

for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 

(Philippians 3:7-9) 

 
 
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy, 

appointing me to his service. Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a 

violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our 

Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners—of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in 

me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for 

those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, 

invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:12-17) 


