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God wants us to understand the overwhelming magnitude of the power He makes 

available to us. 

I. It is a resurrection power. (v. 19b-20a)  

…who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God, by his 

resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 1:4) 

I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection… (Philippians 3:10a) 

By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. (1 Corinthians 6:14) 

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 

    my body also will rest secure, 

because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 

    nor will you let your faithful one see decay. (Psalms 16:9-10) 

He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. (Romans 

4:25) 

…because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with 

Jesus and present us with you to himself. (2 Corinthians 4:14) 

With great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 

great grace was on all of them. (Acts 4:33) 

This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with 

the help of wicked men,
 
put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from 

the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its 

hold on him. (Acts 2:23-24) 

 
The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. 

You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided 

to let him go. You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released 

to you. You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of 

this. (Acts 3:13-15) 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He 

was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. (1 Peter 3:18) 



Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who 

through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 

revealed in the last time. (1 Peter 1:3-5) 

II. It is an exalted power. (v. 20b-21) 

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 

things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the 

right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the angels as the name 

he has inherited is superior to theirs. (Hebrews 1:3-4) 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11) 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 

rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 
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He is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. 
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And he is the head of the body, the church; he is 

the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 

supremacy. 
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For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
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and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 1:15-20) 

It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right 

hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. (1 Peter 3:21b-22) 

Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and 

has poured out what you now see and hear. (Acts 2:33) 

Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was 

raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. (Romans 8:34) 

Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will 

do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. (John 14:12) 

III. It is an authoritative power. (v. 22)  

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and 

began to teach. The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had 

authority, not as the teachers of the law. Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed 



by an impure spirit cried out, 
 
“What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” The impure spirit shook the man violently 

and came out of him with a shriek. 

The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and 

with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” (Mark 1:21-27) 

The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. No one 

takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and 

authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” (John 10:17-18) 

But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said 

to the man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” He got up, took his mat and walked 

out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have 

never seen anything like this!” (Mark 2:10-12) 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

(Matthew 28:18) 

For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he 

is pleased to give it. Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the 

Son,
 
that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son 

does not honor the Father, who sent him. (John 5:221-23) 

To which of the angels did God ever say, 

“Sit at my right hand 

    until I make your enemies 

    a footstool for your feet”? (Hebrews 1:13) 

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in Christ you have been 

brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. In him you were also 

circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the 

flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ… (Colossians 2:9-11) 

 
“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they 

listen to you, you have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, 

so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’
 
If they still 

refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as 

you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth will be loosed in heaven. 



“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be 

done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I 

with them.” (Matthew 18:15-20) 

IV. It is a connected power. (v. 23a) 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 

Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 

Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not 

made up of one part but of many. (1 Corinthians 12:12-14) 

But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there 

should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.
 
If 

one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. (1 Corinthians 12:24b-27) 

Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in 

regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. (Colossians 1:24) 

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 

same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all 

the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. (Romans 12:4-6a) 

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious 

festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were 

to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. Do not let anyone who delights in false 

humility and the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person also goes into great detail 

about what they have seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. They 

have lost connection with the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by 

its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. (Colossians 2:16-19) 

 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of 

him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by 

every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

(Ephesians 4:15-16) 

…so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in 

every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power 

according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience… 

(Colossians 1:10-11) 

V. It is an overflowing power. (v. 23b) 

…for He satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things. (Psalms 107:9) 

…my cup overflows. (Psalms 23:5b) 



Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. (Matthew 5:6) 

Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. (John 1:16) 

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. (Acts 4:31) 

And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 13:52) 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13) 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 

insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the 

day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the 

glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:9-11) 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 

continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives… (Colossians 1:9) 

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in 

your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, 

being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, 

to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that 

surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

(Ephesians 3:16-19) 

 


