The Gospel of John 5:16-30

· Introduction
· Open bibles to John 5
· Working our way through John’s Gospel
· Read and pray John 5:16-30

16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.

24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.

28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out - those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.

Jesus defends His Sabbath actions.
Verses 16-18
16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
· the Jewish leaders began to persecute him: 
· The Jewish leaders hated Jesus
· They’re furious with him
· To the point that they want to kill him.
· And Jesus isn’t saying or doing anything to win them over
· His actions and his words continually provoke them
· By pushing their theological buttons
· Not only is Jesus violating their Sabbath regulations
· Now he’s plainly telling them that he is co-equal with God the Father.
· He justifies his work on the Sabbath by basically saying…
· “my Father works on the Sabbath and so do I”
· David Guzik Commentary:
· The absolute devotion to the traditions of man surrounding the Sabbath cannot be understated. 
· For example, Deuteronomy 23:12-14 tells Israel to practice good sanitation when their armies are camped. 
· Ancient rabbis applied the same principle to the city of Jerusalem, which they regarded as "the camp of the Lord. 
· "When this was combined with Sabbath travel restrictions, it resulted in a prohibition against going to the bathroom on the Sabbath.
· Pretty extreme.

Jesus explains His relationship to the Father.
Verses 19-23 The works of the Son.

19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.
· In answer to the Jewish leaders persecution Jesus offers the following lengthy explanation:
· That as God the Son he cannot operate independently of the God the Father.
· You see they are one.
· They always have been one
· They always will be one
· They never have operated independently of one another
· They never will operate independently of one another.
· Independence is no small issue
· In the fall man choose to operate and live independently of God
· The purpose of the Incarnation, the cross and the resurrection was to redeem the relationship that was lost by that independence
· Jesus is modeling the opposite lifestyle
· Union with God instead of independence from God
· They are one
· The Father’s will and the Son’s will are in sync
· It’s not so much an issue of submission or obedience as it is a oneness of heart and mind.
· It’s a joyful choice
· Not coercion or manipulation
· Not domination of a greater nature over an inferior nature.
· The relationship shared between Father and Son is the very relationship offered to us.
· The way Jesus related to and interacted with the Father is the way we can relate and interact.
· Listen to Jesus’ prayer in John 17:20-23
· 20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - 23 I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

John 5:19
· “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
· One of my favorite scripture verses
· One often quoted by John Wimber
· Jesus did ONLY what he saw the Father doing
· In a nut shell – that’s ministry
· Doing what we see the Father doing
· Sees: blepo meaning to perceive by the senses
· What do you perceive by your natural senses right now?
· Sight:
· See light
· My face
· Hearing:
· Hear my voice
· Hear other background sounds
· Smell:
· Smell cologne or perfume
· Taste:
· Taste coffee or tea
· Breathe mint or gum
· Breakast?
· Touch:
· Feel clothes on your skin
· The firmness of the seat beneath you
· Heat in the room

· I believe we can perceive what the Father is doing in similar ways
· See with spiritual eyes
· Can you see the activity of heaven in, on or around people?
· Hear with spiritual ears
· Can you heart that still small inner voice of God?
· Or the audible voice of the Almighty?
· “Taste and see that the Lord is good” ~ Psalm 34:8
· What does the goodness of God taste like?
· Is it salty or sweet?
· Does it have texture?
· Is it like crunchy peanut butter or smooth?
· Or does it taste like bacon!!
· Have you ever smelled spiritually?
· Fragrant incense was an integral part of temple worship
· Carol Wimber use to say that she could smell adultery on people
· Aroma of baking bread while preparing sermons
· Can you feel the weight of His presence?
· Sometimes during worship?
· I “felt” a shift in the spirit the other night
· As if wind was blowing in one direction and then in another direction
· 90% of communication is non verbal
· If you could see what the Father was doing would it enhance your relationship with Him?
· If you could perceive by the senses what the Father was doing would it enhance your relationship with Him?
· I’m thinking yes.

Jesus goes on the describe His relationship with the Father
· For the Father loves the Son: (verse 20)
· The relationship between the First and Second members of the Trinity is not one of master and slave, or of employer and employee, but of Father and Son, united by love.
· Relational language
· The Father loves the Son and includes him in everything he’s doing
· Jesus isn’t hiding anything
· Bear in mind who Jesus is speaking to
· The Jewish Leaders who are upset with him
· Listen to how the Message picks up the dialogue 
· 20-23 “But you haven’t seen the half of it yet, for in the same way that the Father raises the dead and creates life, so does the Son. The Son gives life to anyone he chooses. Neither he nor the Father shuts anyone out. The Father handed all authority to judge over to the Son so that the Son will be honored equally with the Father. Anyone who dishonors the Son, dishonors the Father, for it was the Father’s decision to put the Son in the place of honor.
· Jesus is rockin’ their theological world!
· Now keep in mind…
· This is righteous
· This is good
· This is God
· He rocked their theological world and guess what he can rock ours as well!
· Why would we think he couldn’t… or wouldn’t?
· The response of the religious order of the day was to persecute and eventually kill Jesus
· Note: not the sinners, not the worldly, but the religious

· Of this Jesus said in John 15:18-21
· 18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. 

· Friendly fire is the worst
· It’s hard enough battling the enemy
· But it really stinks when you’re taking shots from those who are supposed to be on your side!
· But it comes with the territory when you’re a follower of Jesus
· Religious people persecuted Jesus and they will persecute us as well.

· The Son has the same power as the Father including:
· The power to raise the dead.
· The authority to judge
· This is further indication of their oneness
· And Jesus’ right to be honored just as the Father is honored

Verses 24
24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.
· Yet again “believes” means trust
· It’s not the assimilation of information
· But the cultivation of relationship
· Jesus lifts Himself far about the level of any mere man. 
· Think of it: 
· "Hear My word, trust me and have eternal life." 
· This is either the babbling of an insane man or the words of God Himself. 
· There is no neutral ground to be found here.
· The statements  of Jesus in John 5 make it absolutely impossible to think of him as just a good and godly teacher
· To paraphrase C.S. Lewis: “He’s either a liar, a lunatic or Lord.”
· This is the way Lewis put it in his classic Mere Christianity:
· "I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic - on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg - or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronising nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. ... Now it seems to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: and consequently, however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view that He was and is God”
· Love him or try to kill him
· There’s no middle ground.

Verse 25
 25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.
· Another unequivocal declaration of Jesus’ divinity
· Certainly there’s spiritual application here but literal as well
· Consider Lazarus in John 11:38-44
· 38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
· Dead Lazarus heard Jesus voice and as a result he lived.

Verse 26
26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 
· None of us has life inherent in ourselves. 
· Our life is derived from our parents, and the fragile environment around us. 
· Air to breathe
· Water to drink
· Shelter, food
· Love, nurturing…
· Jesus claimed that His life was derived from no one; it is inherent and uncreated. 
· This quality of self-existence belongs to God alone.

27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice29 and come out - those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.
· Why is Jesus called "Son of Man"?
· Let me give a common understanding and then a more sophisticated historical understanding.
· The common understanding is that "Son of God" implies his deity - which it does - and that "Son of Man" implies his humanity, which it does too.
· So that's the common understanding: 
· He is both divine and he is human
· Two natures, one person.
· The more sophisticated and important historical insight is that the term "Son of Man" doesn't merely align him with humanity. 
· It is probably taken from Daniel 7. 
· And if you read that chapter you'll see that the Son of Man is a highly exalted figure: 
· Not just a human figure but an exalted figure. 
· And It was Jesus' favorite self-designation.
· If you do a study of the term "Son of Man" in the Gospels you'll see that he didn't refer to himself most often as Son of God but as Son of Man. 
· For example, in Mark 10:45
· “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
· Jesus often calls himself the Son of Man very.
· Those with ears to hear in Jesus’ day could hear Daniel 7 in Jesus’ words
· In which he was claiming a highly exalted role in the history of redemption. 
· And he meant to do it.

John 5:30
· We end this section with verse 30
· 30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.
· Here Jesus reiterates his statement from verse 19
· He does only what he sees the Father doing
· And this includes judgment
· Oh that we would all be more like Jesus!

Let’s Pray
· Closing prayer
· Father gives eyes to see what you’re doing
· Give us ears to hear your voice
· Lord show us what you’re doing and help us do it with you
