Love 2

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 13
· Last Week we were happy to have Vineyard Canada’s Atlantic Regional leaders, Rik and Cathy Berry with us.
· The previous week I began a new series of messages on the topic of Love
· We looked at Jesus’ profound words from Mark 12:30-31
· Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.
· Today I’ll continue the series with Jesus’ equally profound words from John 13, verses 34-35
· Read and Pray
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

Context
· This is the upper room discourse
· Jesus is celebrating his last Passover with the disciple before his arrest and crucifixion
· The chapter open with Jesus washing his disciple’s feet
· And the prediction his betrayal at Judas’ hands
· Take time to read the chapter for yourself and it is abundantly clear that Jesus washed Judas’ feet.
· First Jesus washed his feet and then Judas betrays him.
· Braveheart Betrayal Scene
· I mentioned a few weeks ago that Braveheart is my all time favorite movie
· It speaks to my passion for freedom
· The portrayal of the William Wallace character inspires me to be a better leader
· In the movie Wallace is a fierce warrior
· Unstoppable
· No matter how out numbered
· No matter - what he fought for freedom
· Even to his last breathe
· Except for one scene
· The betrayal seen
· Armies couldn’t stop Wallace
· But the betrayal of a friend…
· A trusted friend, Robert the Bruce, took him out.
· Without a word, all the fight and the life is drained from Wallace’s heart.
· Watch the scene
· Few things are as debilitating as getting stabbed in the back by the very ones who should be watching it.
· It can take out even the best of men.
· So very deep is the wound of betrayal.
· But Jesus is not William Wallace
· Thank God Jesus is not William Wallace
· When faced with the betrayal of one of his closest friends…
· When betrayed by one of those in his inner most circle…
· Does Jesus lose heart? No!
· Instead he speaks profoundly about love.

Verses 34-35
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· I want to expound on three phrases here and then we’ll have time for ministry
· Three Phrases are…
· A new command
· As I have loved you so you must
· By this everyone will know

A New Command
· A Hebrew in a room full of Hebrews celebrating the Passover.
· The prelude to the great deliverance of Israel from Egypt.
· The powerful impact of such a phrase as “A New Command” would not have been lost on this audience.
· The 10 Commandments given by the hand of God to Moses would have been foremost on their minds when hearing it
· So much so that Jesus could have simply said #11 and if would have had equal impact.
· In the manner of Moses the deliverer of Israel, Jesus the deliverer of all humanity issues a new commandment.
· This new command is simple, profound and all encompassing
· Love one another
· By it’s self this would be difficult for mankind
· As impossible as the original 10 commandments
· It’s the same Greek word for love we looked at last time
· Agapao (ah-ga-pa-o) 
· it’s a verb, an action word basically meaning God’s love. 
· It means:  God the Father’s attitude of love toward:
· His Son, 
· The Human Race, and
· Believers
· It’s the love he wants us to have for one another
· Because it describes his very essence
· “God is love” 1 John 4:8
· We have been commanded by God to love
· Love isn’t a suggestion or a recommendation
· Jesus couldn’t have said it in any more powerful language
· A new command
· Or in a more powerful setting
· It was real, it was personal, it was deeply relational
· And if that wasn’t enough Jesus quantifies it.

As I have loved you, so you must love one another
· Not only are we commanded to love one another
· The standard of love is Jesus himself
· Last time in Mark 12:31 Jesus told us to:
· ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
· With this new command, Jesus raises the standard
· No longer are we to love others as we love ourselves
· But how He has loved us
· Some of us don’t love ourselves very well
· We are not the standard in and of ourselves
· Thank God!
· It begs the question: How did Jesus love us?
· In more ways than I can communicate in one message on a Sunday morning
· But let me mention just a few

How Did Jesus Love Us?
· Love initiates
· Creation was God’s idea
· So was the Incarnation 
· So was your salvation
· God pursued you before you ever thought of pursuing him.
· Even the concept of having faith in God was initiated by his grace toward us.
· Love reaches down
· Jesus loved us by coming down to us
· He didn’t demand that we make our way up to him
· Jesus loved extravagantly the outcast, the misfits, the half-breeds, the weak, the lost, and the broken.
· And he still does!
· He never required us to make ourselves worthy
· He simply loved us and that changes everything
· Love is self limiting for the sake of another
· Jesus took on our form
· Met us at our level
· Jesus loves us sacrificially 
· It is beyond comprehension the sacrifice Jesus made by simply taking on human form
· It might be akin to us becoming a insect to save a colony of insects
· And even that analogy fails in comparison
· He revels himself in limited glory otherwise we’d be disintegrated in his presence.
· Love doesn’t demand it’s own way
· God grants us freedom
· Of course he knows the better way
· But he allows us choice
· And he loves us even when we choose poorly
· Love is not controlling
· He loves us enough to let us make mistakes
· And then loves us in the mess we’ve made
· And offers his loving hand as a way out of our mess
· Love takes the hits meant for another
· Jesus endured the treatment for sins that we would never have survived
· That’s extravagant love
· Love sees the long term big picture without demanding instant results
· Eventually, all things will work together for good
· A day will come and we will be one
· Jesus will have a pure bride without spot or wrinkle
· He loves the church, Jesus passionately loves his bride.
· And those are just a few of the ways Jesus has loved us
· And the ways he calls us to love one another.

Verse 35
· By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· I’m equally impacted by what Jesus didn’t say as by what he did.
· Jesus didn’t say
· “By this everyone will know you are my disciple, if…
· You’re right
· If you have perfect doctrine and theology
· If you’re politically correct
· If you save the environment
· Or the unborn
· If you speak in tongues
· Or prophesy
· If you feed the hungry
· Or even evangelize the lost
· Why?
· Because I’ve seen ALL of those things done without love.
· You know what that means?
· It means that it’s more important to love than it is to be right!
· It means, if being right comes at the expense of love, the price is just too high.
· People, Christians especially, sacrifice love much too easily
· And much too cheaply
· Jesus said everyone will know we are his by one simple qualifier
· By love
· By loving others the way he loves us
· Question
· Could it be that the world doesn’t know we are Jesus’ disciples because we don’t love the way he loved?
· So many outside the church dislike us
· Some outright despise us 
· I think love is the game changer
· Maybe we can start by loving one another inside the church?
· Anybody here ever been hurt in the church?
· Maybe we can practice loving one another and then take it outside the church?
· I don’t see a down side to love
· Inside or outside the church
· I’d like to get it right inside the church so we have a safe place to invite others into.
· Love never fails
· Never
· A very wise old man once said to me…
· “Tom, when you don’t know what to do, and it will be often, choose love, it never fails.”
· It can be personally expensive, extremely expensive but it is powerfully effective!

Monday Morning Take Away
· Think about one of the most impacting ways that you’ve experienced the love of God.
· Remember it
· Feel the feelings connected to it
· How did it make you feel
· Good, let that inspire you.
· Now, ask God to bring someone to mind
· Anyone
· A friend, a family member, a co-worker or neighbor
· An enemy
· Got someone in mind?
· Can you see their face in your mind’s eye?
· Now ask God how you can love that person this week in a practical way
· Spend time with them
· Meet a practical need
· Listen to them
· Pray for them
· Feed them
· Do something nice for them, no strings attached.
· Send out a note of encouragement
· Be kind
· Forgive
· Love them in a way that lets them feel what you felt when Jesus loved you



Let’s Pray
· Lord, give us all the grace and power we need to love the way you love
· Give us your heart, give us your love
· Make CCC a church full of lovers
· Make us a church known for love
· Make us a church known by the way we love
· Christians and those not yet Christians
· Inspire us with new and creative ways to express love
· Ways that we can do by ourselves and ways that we can do as a church 
· Teach us how to love the way you love.

Personal Prophetic Words
